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SEM: 

SZ En, that can ſpeake, would 

Z2/40Þ) heats much in few. It is not 
much that I can doe this 
(AS NER \] way, and thercforc it is bur 
incl that I will ſay. Only to three Qu#- 
rees (rviz.) why(ofmany)theſe Sermons 
were thus, Firſt, Preached : Secondly, 


To the firſt thus : As in Feaſts,ſo in Ser- 
mons we reſpect the cotopany, nor our 
ſelues. Theſe two were preached in 4- 
thens, and there Saint Paul (whoſe Rule * Cr: _ 
in theſe middlc things is Omnia omnibu; ) 
ſomewhat varies his ſtile, and ſpeakes 
thicke, A&. 17. 

To the ſecond thus:theſe were moſt and 
firſt defired, and we carry Sermonstothe 
preſle,as forviincs bring drink totherable, 
only when it is called for. 

To thethird thus: Firſt, for my owne 4aiwtocns- 
priuate, I owe very much to your loue, $6744 quin, 

"FIRAND VE: A OOO ge Si" for Ds 


Philip.I. 9+ 

In bs vitins & 
pefſamis temport- 
bus, & 


Reuel. x6. 1. 


a IR rr. 4 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
for many molt kinde fauours,moſt faith- 
full counſels, molt fruitfull inſtructions. 


| Secondiy, I am willing to pay what I am 


able,and ro commend therelt torhepray- 
crs of my Executors and Afhgnes. And ſe- 
condly for the publike, not only I, burall 
the Churches giue you thanks, partly for 
relecuing ſo many poore members and 
bowels,partlyfor adorning Religion wich 
rcall performances,whillt others talk,and 
with attending the maine, whilſt roo ma-. 
ny languiſh in liuclefle diſputes. Goe on 
(Good Sir)you arein good way,and you 
ſcruca good Maſter. I know not whom 
the Lord hath bleſſed beyond your ſclte;in 
perſon,condition, profeſſion, relation, ſuc- 
celhion,cucry way: ſhould nor you he ve- 
ry thankfull, who ſhould 2? Now the Lord 
oiuc you roabound yer and yer, more and 
more,as Paul fpeakes: and he grant,that in 
theſc laſt & worlt daics (as Bernard .yokes 
them) we all may keepe our faith, truth, 
innocency,conſ{cicnce,and therelt of our 
garments cleane & cloſe about vs. Amen. 


From my Study, Decemb,2o, 


Your Worſhips much bounden, 


ROBERT HARRIS, 


REF Hauc ala long preſſed to con- 
FIPS triue many Sermons( of Con- 
FX /cience) into one diſcourſe, 
=<H and to annex thereto ſome 
== /; for an Eſſay. I haue 
thourhs 4 little of the motion; but finding 
my ſelfe partly preuented by my betters,part- 
ly intercepted by. more preſſing occaſions, I 
giue VÞ; onely thus farre I haue yeelded, 
namely, That my rude notes (hould bee ſcan- 
ned; andin caſe they ſhall be deemed of any 
VÞſe, then to bee publiſhed vntranſcribed. 
Some of them haue paſſed ( it ſeemes ) the 
cenſure, and are now vnder cview , touching 
which, pnderſtand thu much ; F rſt, that 
theſe two elder were preached inthe V niuer- 
fity, and addreſſed tothe they Auditory and 
occaſion. Secondly,that I haue onderband, 
( vþon the ſame and other texts) other Ser- 
mons, which ( haply ) may more comply with 
thine 
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To the Reader. 


thine eftate and temper, if ſo, it at thy li- 


berty toleaue theſe, and to wait thoſe, where- 


in I [hal haply expreſſe more fully what in 
the Aſiize Sermon time and importunity 
made mee forbeare. Thirdly, that I hauz 
10 conuentency of writing much at hom?, or 
of ſeeing any thing printed abroad, and 
therefore if things be not all out to thy mind, 
diuide the blame betwixt the' Printer and 
importunity. I haue no more to ſay but this ; 
Compare Iudas and Paul together, marke 
the ones miſery, the others confidence, and 
accordingly make thy conclufion. 


Thine in Chriſt, 


R. HARRis. 
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ABLE OF THE 

Texts of Scripture handledin 
theſe ſix Sermons, as alſo of 


the Doftrines. 


ACTS 2.4. 16: 
And herein doe T exerciſe my ſelfe,to baue 
alwayes 4 conſcience Void of offence towards 
God, and towards man. 


DoF. 1. Men be they pleaſed or diſplea- 
ſed, Conſcience mult not be diſpleaſed. 


| page 2. 


po 
—_ wc 


The ſecond Sermon. 


MATTH. 27. 3+ 
Then Iudas which bad betrayed him,when: 
be ſaw that be was condemned, repented,and 
brought againe the thirty. peeces of fluer. 


- Do&. 1. They that will not ſee their 
{inns timely to their conucrſion, ſhall ſec 
a them, 


them firſt or laſt to their confuſion. þ.3 1c 
DoF. 2. That avery Reprobate may 
after a {inne commirred ( eſpecially vn- 
naturail) concetue lone forrow , make 
ſome confellion' and (con for it. 
pag. 31 

DoF. 3. Wicked men are naturally ſo 
blinded by Satan, and ſo befotred with 
ſinne, that they can apply nothing to 
them le -lues for their owne vle. pag. 22 
Do. 4: Wicked men haue an1ll pro- 
pertic of a baddcbtor: they will draw a 
man into a ſnarc,and there they will leaue 
him inthe lurch. "pag. 34 
. Do&. 5. The Conſcience once awa- 
ked will deny one all peace, till hee hath 
lawfully reftored what vnfaithfully hee 
hath gotten. pag. 36 
Do#t. 6. When the Lord turnes looſe 
the conſcience of a wicked man vpon 
him, hc is notablc ro ſtand againſt ir.p.5 
Dot. 7. In him weſce thelor of wic- 
ked men, though happily they can” com- 
fort others, yet in extremitic themſelues. 
ſinke ynder deſpaire. . . ; | _ | Þ4g-60 


Saint 


Saint Pauls Confidence. 
The third Sermon. 


ACTS$S-24.16. 
And bercin doe I exerciſe my ſelfe,to haue 
alwayes a conſcience void of offence towards 
God, and towards men. 


Dof. To keepe the Conſcience from 
offence and hurt, mult bethe taske of 
cucry Saint. 


The lkeidnede of aſound Spi- 


rit: With the miſery of a wounded, 
The fourth Sermon. 
PROVERBS 18.14. 

The ſpirit of a man will ſuſteine hu infir- 
| mitie: but a wounded ſpirit who can beare ? 
j Do. 1. That a Comfortable Spirit is 
vaconquerable. pag.z 


The ſecond part of the Text. 


- PROV. tf. £4. 0d 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare? 
DoR. 2. A wounded Spirit is a bur- 


den intolerable. pag. 7 
DAvipDs 


Davips Comfort at Ziklap. 
The fifth Sermon. 


- 1 SA M-J0:6. 
And David was greatly diſtreſſed: for the 
people ſpake of ſioning him, becauſe the. 
ſoule of all the people was griened, enery man 
for bu, ſonnes, and for hu daughters but 
Danid encouraged bimſelfe tn the Lord hii 
God. 


DoF. i. The Lord doth ſometimes 


ſuffer his deareſt ſeruants to be greatly di- 
ſtreſlcd. | pag 

DofE. 2. Sec our nature in-croſles, we 
are apt to fly vpon mca, rather thanto 
fall downe and humble our {clues before 


God. | þag.11 


SAINT 


Paul's Exerale. 


SERMON 
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before the Iudges at. 


ASSIZE. 


ACTS 24-16. 
And berein doe I exerciſe my ſelfe, to haue 
| alwales a conſcience, void of offence, 40- 
ward God, and toward men. 


a N this Chapter we hauea very 
great triall: the ſitting is at one 
of the Ceſareaes; the Iudge, 
(vader Claudius) Falixzthe Em- 

erors Aduocate, Tertullw ; 
Plaintiffes, the Iewes ; Defen- 


danr, Saint Pawl; the Endictement, ſchilne 
B and 


2 F&*, Pauls Exerciſe. 


and hercſie; the euidence, thouſands of teſti- 
monics, The Defendant is now vpon his an- 
ſwer, who hauing mard the Lawyers fet ſtareht- 
ſpeech, tenders the Iudge an abridgment of his 
faith before, of his life here, 

And here (for time denies diſcourſe) is con- 
{iderable an at, termed, Exerciſe: the ſubiect 
of it, Pauls ſelfe: the obie of ir, Pawls conſct- 
ence : the end of it, void of offence, and that at all 
times, in all points; $owards God, in the firſt; 80- 
wards man, in the ſecond table. 

» So Melanthyy In the Atturaies ſpeech you cannot ® ſee mat- 

of Diogenes ter for words; in Saint Pauls, ſcarce words for 

is Trageeiee patter 2 euery rerme is ſtuft if wee had time ; 
bur generals once obſerued, particulars ſhall be 
ſaluted as we paſſe, - 

Thus much youalready ſce, that there is no 
cauſe ſo bad, but ſome will plead it; no man ſo 
gond, but ſome will ſlanderhim; no cafe ſo 
cleere, but ſome will queſtion itz nothing ſo 
falſe, bur ſome will ſweare ir. Iudges then had 

» 7. Cauſaboy iy 2EEde to doeas Þ their ancients did ; firſt ſacri- 
Swcton.l.2, fice, then ſentence, and to be as Danid was,wile 
like an Angell of God. 

Thus the Context ; for the Text, this abridg- 
ment muſt yet beeabridged, and all ſhutvp in 

DoF, this one concluſion : Every man muſt chiefly 
t Propound, looke to this, that his conſcience beenot offen- 
ded : men, be they pleaſed or not pleaſed, con- 

ſcience muſt not bee diſpleaſed, This is the 

maine: and for our briefer diſpatch ofthis poinr, 
Ik this 


this order will be caken; Firſt, the termes muſt 
bee vnfolded; next,the propoſition confirmed, 
and then applicd, 

My comming hither was to ſatisfie others, not 
my ſelfe; being come, my care ſhall bee, to ſa- 
tisfie my ſelfe(in point of conſcience)nor others: 


S*, Paul's' Exerciſe. 3 


for the wiſe, Iam ſecure in their loues; for the 


Countrey, I am much gricucd that I haue not 
learning enough to bee plaine enough, in that 
explication which we now ſet vpon. | 

In Saint Pau/s Action, and our Propoſition 
three things come to be conſidered ; The Sub- 
ie, Obie, End. 

For the firſt, no more but this ; Wee inferre 
from Pauls excrciſe, each mans duty : becauſe 
this quatewns, hd reſpet of this reaches to all. 
It is true, he was a Preacher, but hee is notnow 
confidered as a Preacher, but asa mans andin 


2 Expoun- 
ded. 


my Text, his life is mentioned, not his faith, or 


fun&Rion. 


For the ſecond, itis {Conſcience) a word of 


great latitude and infinite diſpute, Tr is taken 
ſometime properly, ſometime ns if we 


will ſpcake diſtinatly of it,wee muſt finde out its 


nature, place, office, ({o we purpoſely terme the 
_ genus, ſubic@, and finall cauſe of conſcience) 

which by order muſt concurre to its definition. 
1 Forthefirſt, I take Conſcience to bee 
both a faculty, and a diftin& facultic too of the 
ſoule : the © Schooles reie& that, others this; 
but befides reaſon, the written Word bends 
B 2 moſt 


c}. Aquin. in 


ſum, & 18 


queſt. d;ſpmtat. 


| Tims rec 


Rom. 2. 


4 S*, Paul's Exerci/e. 


moſt that way: 1.7.1, itis diſtinguiſhed from 
the will: Tits the 1. verſ.1 5. from the minde: 
and if we marke it, Conſcience is ſo farre from 


| being one of both, or both in one, as that there 


is betweene them, firſt a icalouſic,then an open 
faction: theother powers of the ſoule, raking 
Conſcience to be but a'ſpie, doe what they can, 
firſt ro hide themſelues from it, next to deceiue 
ir, after to oppoſe ir, and laſtly, ro.depoſe it ; 
Conſcience(on the other ſxde)laboureth to hold 
it owne, and (till it be blinded, or bribed) pro- 
ceeds in.its office,in deſpight of all oppoſitions, 
itcites all the powers of nature, ſits vpon them, 
examines, witnefleth, judges, executes: hereof 
come thoſe aix:que, ſelfe conferences, or reaſo- 
ings, as Pawltermes them ;. th&ice thoſe mu- 
tuall Apologics,and exceptions amongſt them- 
ſclues, when conſcience ſits, Rowanes 2, I know 
the words are otherwiſe caried:but(ulato 'myinor} 
will hardly brooke any other bias thats ſer vp- 
on them, | 

For the ſecond, the common ſubie of 
Conſcience, is the reaſonable foule : there is 
ſome ſhadow of this in a beaft,as there is of rea- 
ſon, but it is aſhadow, The proper ſeat is (I 
thinke) the higheſt part thereof; it is vſuallyre- 
ferred (you know) to the praRicall vnderftan- 
ding, becauſe it is buſted about ations, and 
driues all irs workes to iſſue by diſcourſe, But 
as thar ground is too weake (for neither is eyc= 
ry.diſcourſe conſcience, nor cuery at efconſci- 
ence. 


am: _ 


» 
F 
; 


Sf. Paul's Exerciſe. 5 
ence adiſcourlc) fo is that roome too ſtraight: 


wee had rather therfore place conſcience fome- 
what higher, vnder God, but ouerall in man, 


diſtin& from other faculties, yer ſtill ſheathed 


in the body (as Danzel ſpeakes of the whole ſpi- Dan. 7. 


rit) and (as I thinke) is that which 0riges meant 
by his Pedagege, and others by their Genize, 

The third thing is its end and office; tis ſet in 
man to make knowen to man, in what termes he 
ftandswith God, thence its name therefore fit- 
ly tearmed, the foules glafle,the vnderſtandings 
light. 


3) 


Conſcience therefore is a prime faculty of Dame. 


the reaſonable ſoule, there ſet to giue notice of 
its fpirituall eſtate, in what termes it ftands with 
God. Vanderſtand me thus; The ſoule (I ſup- 
pofe) is rankt into three parts ; and theſe into as 
many courts and offices: the ſenfitiue parthath 
its court of Common pleas; the intelleQuall,of 
the Kings Bench ; the ſpirituall (fo to ſpeake) a 
Chancery ; in this court ail cauſes are handled, 
but {till with ſpeciall reference ro God : here ſits 
the Conſcience as Lord Chancellor, the Syxte- 
reſis as maſter of the Roles : to this court all the 
powers of man owe and- pay ſcruice, till the 
Tudge be either willingly feed,or vnwillingly-re- 


ſiſted. And this of conſcience, ſtrialy taken. 


Now ſecondly, *cis taken ſometime more ge- 7” Heming de - | 
. l:geratut. 


nerally, ſometime for the whole court andpro- 
ccedings of conſcience, by the fathers: ſome- 
time for the whole ſoule of man, cither looping. 
B 3 to 


6 Of, Paul's Exerciſe. 
ro conſcience, or refleing vpon ir ſelfe : ſo the 
Hebrews cuerz you neuer find that terme (Con- 
ſarence) with them, but (heart, firit.} So lobn 
(who moſt abonnds with-Hebraitmes) /f oar heart 
condemne,or condemne vs uot. Thus here theword 
may be vſed,though not neceflarily,& (to ſpeak 
popularly) Pauls heart, ſoule,confcience ſhal be 
theſame thing. And thus of the ſecond terme. 

The third followeth (withont offence) ir is the 
conſcience that caries the ſoule, as the foot the 
body, through all waies and weather : therefore 
Saint Paul would beas chary of this, as the tra- 
vellers of that; Conſcicnce ſhould not be offen- 
ded, leſt it ſhould offend, Conſcience, as the 
foot (for that is the allufion) is then offended, 
when the welfare of it is impeached:the welfare 
of it ſtands in its fit conſtitution, and working, 
or managing of its proper ations: which as 
Paul deliuers them, are ; 

1 Knowing. 

2 Witnecſling, 

3 Comforring. | 

And now(accidenrally)fince the fall,accuſing 
and tormenting, And for its conſtitution, it 
ftands in cleerenefle,tendernefle,quictnefle,and 
when it is cither ſo blinded or dazeled, ſeared, 
lamed,that it cannot doe its office,then it is ſaid 
to be offended. 

The degreesand meanes of this offence may 
not (for haſte) be here inſerted;as time will giue 
leaue, wee will touch vpen ſome anon: inthe 
meane 


Sf, Paul's Exerciſe. 7 
meane we now put together, what all this while 
we hauc bin ſpelling,and reſume our point,thus 
explained, 
Euery Chriftian muſt be carefully watchfull, 
that his ſoule, ſpirit, orconſcience bee no way 
gricued by fianes, And this for explication : 
for the time, enough for the thing, too little. 
Now follows the proofe, and that is moſt ea- 3. Proxea, 
ſic: Firſt, from Pcecepr; Aboue all keepings, 
keepe thy heart, ſaith Salomon, Pros. 4. 23. 
Next, from Example; wee haue a cloud of wit- 
nefles,Prophers, Apoſtles, Martyres,who would 
hazard themſelues vpon the angry Seas, Lyons, 
Flames, rather then vpon a Aoleaſed conſci- 
ence, Thirdly, from Reaſon;/Firft, for Gods 
cauſe we ſhould make much of conſcience, that 
being his officer, and therein ſtanding rhe chic- 
feſt of his image, and mans excellency : the per- 
fetion of man is his knowledge ; the perfeRion 
of knowledge, is * the knowledge therof, which © 1 King. 2.44. 
| is conſcience, Secondly, for our peace fake, 
Pp conſcience being(as Auſten often)like a wife,the 44g. in Pat. 
beſt of comforts, if good: the worſt of naughts, 
if bad: for firſt, deale friendly with conſcience, 
and it prouecs the beſt of friends,next God; firſt, 
the trucſt, that will neuer flatter, but make thee 
know thy ſelfe; ſecondly; the ſureſt, that will ne- 
uer ſtart,irlies with thee,it fits with rhee,ir rides 
with thee, itſleeps with thee,it wakes with thee, 
It walkes with thee, in cuery place, beyond all 


q times, Thirdly, it is the ſweeteſt friend in the 
| | world: 


f Puafvolitare 
te facit refs 
Conſce.Chryſ. de 


>. Pauſan.m 
Plit.deſera 
vind.et Flac- 
chumin Philo 
Iudace 


Reg. CFE. Tom. 5. 
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world: it naturall cheercfulnefſe bee ſo good a 
houſe keeper to a good man, that it feaſts daily 
(as Salomon ſaith) O then what be the bankets 
of conſcience, ſanificd and purified ? what 
ioyes thoſe which will carry a man aboue 
* ground, & make him forget the beſt otnatures - 
comforts > what comforts thoſe which will 

make one {ing vnder the whip, in the flocks, at 
the ſtake indeſpight of the fire? what theſtrength 
of conſcience, that can ſooner tire the Tyrant 
than the Martyr? and can carry weake ftrength 


(as weake as water, as it were) in triumph * 


through a world of bonds, rods, ſwords,racks, 


. Wheeles, flames, ſtrappadoes,and wharſoeuer 


elſe? Theſe ioyes be impregnable and vnſpeak- 
able indeed, this peace is vnconceiuable, this 
friend vamatchablez and ſhall ſucha one, ſo 
erue, ſofaft, ſo good, beeſleighted or offended? 

Secondly, offend conſcience,and it will proue 
as the inmoſt, ſo the vemoſt enemy, Firft, vna- 
uoidable; doe what thou canft thou canſtnot 
ſhake icoff; when thou goecft, it goes z when 
thou flicſt, it runnes ; fill it cries and raiſes the 


countrey againſt thee,itmeets thee inthe darke, 


and makes thee leape z it meets thee in the day, 
and makes thee quakez it meets thee in thy 
dreames,and makes thee ſtart; incuery corner, 
and makes thee thinke cucry buſh to bee a man, 
cucry man a deuill, cucry deuill a meflenger 
ſent to carry thee quicke to hell : thou commeſt 
to thy chamber, there conſcicnce frights _ ; 
thou 


SF, Paul's Exerciſe. 9 
thoucommedt to the ficld, there it turnes thee z 
thou turneſt againe,it croſſes the way vpon thee 
againe ; thou turneft, itturnes; thou crieſt, it 
cries; thou dareſt notcall, if thou didſt, con- 
ſcience feares not company. 

Secondly, vnſufferable, it trips one of all ”-4#g: deca- 
comforts at onetime: if a ficke ftomacke will *** 4%: 
make one weary of chaires, beds, meats, drinks, 
friends, all, Oh what will a ſick cenſcience doe? 

Next, it puts one to intolerable paines, it 
racks the memory, and makes itrun backward 
twenty yecres, as /oſephs brethren, and Ariſto- Deſeraviedias 
crates in Platarch, yea, it twinges for ſinnes of 
youth, as 79h complaines,. it racks the vnder- 
ſtanding, and carrics it forward beyond the 
graue, and makes it feele the very birtterneſſe of 
death and hell, before it ſees them; it racks the 
phantaſie,and makes it ſce ghoſts in men, Lyons 
in children, as it is ftoried of ſome, it troubles 
the eye, and makes a murthering Theedericke ſec Procopin debel- 
the face ofa man in the mouth ofa Fiſh: it trou- oO »» 

$4 ts vbiſupre. 

bles the care, and makes a Bef/ws heare the cry of | 
murther in the chattering of birds: it racks all 
the ſenſes quite out of ioynt, and makes a 
Saundersrunne ouer Iriſh mountaines out ofhis Y- 17fiit.sritax. 
wits : In ſhort, it ſo oppreſles , that it cauſes the 
ſweating ſoule to cry with David, O my bones pr.1.5r. 
are broken ; and with Aoſes, Who knowes the Pal.go, 
pewerof thy wrath ? And to ioyne with Salo- 
mou, A wounded conſcience who can beare? ****5: 
what man? what Angell? who'vnder Chriſt > 

Go -- W... 


pſes. 


10 S*, Paul's Exerciſe. 
Nay, this ſtroke vpon the ſoule (ſeparate from 
all fin) drew from the Lox» of life thoſe ſad 
cries, My God my God, why haſt thou forſaken me ? 
That which thouſand taunts,ter thouſand racks 
could not haue done, this one alone apprehen- 
ded, and felt, wreſted from him: and ſhall ſuch 
a thing as this, ſo ncere,ſo great aneighbourbe 
offended ? Tp 

Wee haue done with proofes, wee now ap- 
ply. Vherein firſt, ſhall we chide or weepe, to 
ſee the wickednefle of theſe times, and the infi- 
nite diſtance twixt Pant and vs? O Parl,thou art 
almoſt alone; thou ſtudiedſt conſcience, wee of 
this age craft: thou didſt gage thine owne, wee 
other mens: thy care was to pleaſe conſcience, 
weethe times : thine to walk cuenly before God 
and man, ours to ſcrue our ſclues on both : thou 
eucry where waſtfor conſcience, weealmoſt no 
where : thou wouldſt ſee conſcience take no 
wrong, now wit out-reaſons it,wealth out-faces 
it, money out-buies it, might ouer-matches it, 
all vnder-yalue it. 

Its a wonderfull thing , that ſo rich a Pearle 
ſhould bee ſo cheape, fo rarea thing, fo com- 
monly ſold : ſurely markets are wondrous dead 
for conſcience, cuery manis readier te fell than 
to buy, and topur off vponany rates; for ſix= 
pence a manwilllye, for fix-pence he will ſteale, 
for fix-pence hee will ſweare : yea, in ſome 
cauſes and Hals you may haue twelue conſcien- 
ces for one dinner. 'O Conſcience, keepe not 

| ſilence 
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filence at this, know thy place, doe thy office; 
cry,now thou art among Schollers, Tradeſinen>, 
Iurers, Lawyers, Patrons, Landlords, Iudges; 
cry againſt thoſe houſes which diſcommon 
thee; againſt thoſe ſhops which ſell thee, thoſe 
Patrons which keepe out thee, thoſe Pleaders 
which purſe thee, thoſe Iurers which ſtretch and 
racke thee, thoſe Iudges that diſgrace and hang 
thee, 

If any of any ſortnamed benow within ken- 

ning, thou knoweſt him, goe, attach him,ſhake 
him, binde him ouer toChrifts Aﬀſizes ; if nor, 
yet ſend word by theſeroſucha one, thar thou 
wilt hate him alive or dead before thy maſter, 
As for thoſe which doubt of Conſcience, as the 
Cymmerians did of the Sun,8& ſcorne all religi- 
on as if itwere, but ſuperſtitiony ariſe,O of 
ence, vpon them, thunder, lighten,flaſh flames, 
and whole hells into their eyes and hearts, till 
they cry,O Conſcience, hold thy hand, 
. As for you preſent,be intreated torwo things; 
Firſt, talke with your hearts alone, and in caſe 
conſcience be angry with you once, agree, elſe 
neuerſafe; nor ficld, nor towne, nor bed, nor 
boord, nor life, nor death,nor depth, nor graue 
can render you ſecure. WHY 2Pf-ZIXIv1 


Conſcience ſpeakesnorſti!] indeed, bit Rillic © 


writes, and when it ſces its time, twill read its 
bils ; 1cems, ſuch a time alye, from ſucha man a 
bribe, with ſuch a onc adultery, 8c, -O prtucnt 
theſe reckonings thus; Es thy _ 

YeS _ 


Obie. 
bſol. 


I. Greg. 1 E7e- 
ban. 9. 


I loh. 1. 
V.Cypria-de 
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thy ſinne, and reuerſe thine owne doings, with 
ſome Martyrs, Secondly, ſprinkle the bloed of 
Chriſt vpon thy Couſcience, hide thy finne in 
his wounds, the onely place exempt from this 
Ofhicer, | | 

O but my debts ſinke me, 

Obut if Chriſt be thy Surety,he can pay more 
than thou canſtewe, O bur I darenot fee his 
face, Conſcience doth ſocry. Ay but the blood 
of Chriſt fpeakes berter than the blood of 
Abel : that cries, The blood of a Brother is 
ſhed, Vengeance: Chriſts, The blood of a Sa- 
uiour is ſhed, Pardon, ' O bur you little thinke 
how monſtrous myſinnes bee, Yea, but I know 
that if wee confefle with broken hearts, the 
blood of Chriſt ſhall cleanfe from all ſinne, and 
calme the Conſcience, ' as 7enah did the Seas; 

Secondly, be of Pauls minde;" Firſt, ſer con> 
{cienceat a high price, conſider what it will bee 
worthin the day of trouble, of death, of iudge- 
ment; weigh what*the price -of Conſcience 
would bein hell; if men might buy-their peace, 
and thereafterrate it;/and reſolue to beg, ſtarue, . 
burne, dye ouer a thouſand deaths to ſaue Con- 
ſciences life. - by 13 

Next, vie Pauls meanes, looke:to God, and 
man.' For God; 'Firſt(with Pau}) wee muſt be- 
lecue what is written; Faith and Conſcience are 
embarked .in the fame ſhip, 1 Tim. 1.5. 63.9. 
Hereſfie.is a ſelfe. condemning finne. Secondly, 
wee muſt profeſie what is belcened'; coniceale- 

ments 
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ments and zquiuocations before a Indge, will 
ſhake for the time, a Bilney or Crapmer 3 but will V.Preficeto 4 
make a Spyra or Hofſme to roare, Thirdly, wee Ing _ 
muſt praQiſe whats profeſſed, conſcience can- : 
not abide either halfing, or halting, 

Secondly, for man; It we haue giuen our voice 
or hand againſt the innoccnt (with Saint Paul) 
wee muſt retract it, and though we haue wron- 
ged a Martyr (as he Saint Szephen) repentance 
will procure a pardon.. Secondly, hereafter, 

our life (with his) muſt be, firſt, faire ſecondly, 
fruitfull : and when wee thus procure things ho- 
neſt before God and man, man cannor, conſci. 
ence muſinot, God willnot once condemnevs, 

This the general. 
- Now we hane ſome ſpecial] errands yet tode- 3 77. 
liverz Firſt, to you of lower rankez Doe you 

ſtand in the face of iudgment this day, with 
Pauls conſcience, In priuate, you would ſeeme 
{icke of the Countreyz you figh at miſcariages, 
that the common horſe is no better ſadlcd: 
make good theſe priuate whiſperings by publik 

verdicts and enditements, elſe I ſhall hold you 

flanderers, You know yout charge: is any . 

thing amiſſe in waies, fields, townes, tenants, 

landlords, Recuſants, officers of any ſort? now 

ſpeake, now commence it, ſpare none, VVhat? 

Shall I endite my friend ? No, nor foe-neither, 

vnleſſe conſcience binde thee ; if, preſent him 

what euer he be : VVhat, a neighbour ? aneigh- 

bour, a kinfman ? a kinſman,a Iuſtice? a Iuftice, 


C 3 my 
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my Landlord > thy Landlord, Nay, Ile rather 
loſe my Iſſues, O baſeneſle, what ſaid the hea- 


Z:noin Plut, of then to ſuch a daſtard? Is not hee afraid to ap- 


baſhfulnefle, 


Demoſih. 


peare in a bad cauſe?and feareſt thou in a good ? 
And againe, it thou thus fearea lampe, how 
wilt thou ſtand before the Sun > Ay, burT dwell 
in his houſe : What then ?reſoJueas the Canta- 


Plut. vbj ſupra brians to Angaſius, Though my houſe & land be 


yours,yet whilſt I breathe, wil be nonebut mine 
owne,and Gods.BurT cannor live without him; 
but thou canſt dye without himzand tis better to 
dye a thouſand deaths,than ro ſtab one Conſci- 
ence.,No moreto you,but Eliahs farcwel to Naa- 
24#,who had the like thorn in his foot ; what c- 
uer becomes of your places,or eftates,ſo walke, 
ſo goc, as may be for your peace: for ſoI thinke 
che words may truly be read, the original hauin 
Snota:thoghtheſeI grant beoftE confounded, 
Next, to you of higher ranke I haue a dou- 
ble ſuit; Firſt , that you will haue ſome mercy 
on other mens conſciences;next, on your owne, 
For the firſt, my meaning is, not to plead'for 
the conſcience of any,cither Familiſt,or Separa- 
tiſt, leaſt of all for Hawnoes faction,which wil not 
bee tamed, I meane the Papiſts, theſe cry out 


V.Epiftle o (I know) of money-lawes, of bloody-lawes, 
Engliſh perſc= þJoody Iudges, bloody Preachers, bloudy pro- 


CULLGNS, 


ccedings againſt poore conſciences. But what (I 
wonder) hath ignorance, idolatry, wilfulnefle, 
treachery to doe with Conſcience ? Had I time, 
Ithinke-Icould proue, thatPopery hath beene 

the 


Arg 
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the foreſt enemy that cuer conſcicace met with- 
all in the Chriſtian world ; whether doctrines,or 
diſpenſarions, or medicines,or praCtifes be con- 
ſidered, But howſoeuer, an erroneous conſci- 
ence cuer bindes: So Bellarmine dcliuers it as an 
axiom, bur better Schollers than Bellarmine will 
not bee ſo generall, ſoconfident; they diſtin- 
guiſh, and indeed, needs muſt 3 I cannot now 
diſpute: for our purpoſe this may ſuffice. 

Firſt, ignorance is not conſcience, which cuer 
implies ſcience, & | 

Secondly, Conſcience hath no power to bind 
of ir ſelfe, but what it deriues from ſome word ; 
and where the word binds mee ( for the pur- 

ole) to corme to Church, Conſcience cannot 
inde tothe contrary, 

Thirdly, there is no word that makes conſci- 
encethe 1ule of faith, and life fimply, but as ic 
is well informed, It is ſomewhat thats ſaid in 
the Schooles,an erroneous conſcience may ſuf- 
fice to ſinne; but not to vertue: and well it may 
be, that it may cntanglelike a common Barret- 
cor, bus in proper ſpeech it cannot binde, eſpe- 


cially whena third waylics open,and wilfulnefſe 7, 4,y, «ip. 
will not take it, as it is in ſome Recufants, Tou- 59 


ching theſe I wiſh they might bee firſt privately 
conuinced; next, publikely compelled,«d media 


fedei; &loleauing them, I cometo thoſe of who 


I was ſpeaking among(t our ſelues. There bee of 
Pauls faith,who haue not Payls conſcience; ſome 


ſo wicked,that for a need theile ſweare that their cic. pro Mitore. 


fricnd or foe wasat Rome, and /wteramna, both 
Ws at 
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Seton. 1.6. 


Throgmor, in 


Eueraras B ri* 


tannokew. 


at once : ſome ſo weake, that fora great Claudi- 
4s theil firſt dreame, and then ſiyeare their 
dreames be true, Of theſe (if knowen) the one 
ſort would be affrighted from an oath, the other 
heartened to performances, Let it bee Anti- 
chriſts {inne, to fit euen in this walkiag temple 
alſo (Conſcience) and ſo to terrifiemen, that 
they dare not live, naydie (as itis ſaid of one) 
without leaue: doe not any of you menace be- 
fore hand, or frowneafter, when a Turer, wit- 
nefle, Conſtable, officer, hath ſaid or done bur 
conſcience: if hee doe, conſcience marke him, 
frownevpon him, purſue him as fiercely, as hee 
doth his poore brother cruelly. 

Laſtly (with S.Pas/)be fauourable to your own 
conſciences. And here, as you muſt keepe the 
Philoſophers diet : to faft from ſinne; ſo chiefly 
from theſe three; firſt, from ſinning againft your 
places of truft : ſecondly, againſt your oaths ta- 
ken : thirdly,againſt humanity,eſpecially a mul- 
titude : all which being againftthe lawes of the 
land, of nations, of nature, of God, cannot 
chuſe but be moſt wrongful ro conſcience, And 
here is that which toucheth all our freeholds: I 
wil begin at home,leſt I ſeeme partiall, 1 Tutors, 
you haue a great charge,and withall a great ad- 
uantage, a whole pariſh, lordſhip, countrey,di- 
oceſſe contracted into a few youths ; keepe a 
goed conſcience towards God and man in difs 
charging your truſt, and fitting your charge for 
both, 

Secondly, 


7 

Secondly, we inthe AGviftery are in places of 
truſt, the Goſpellis committed to vs, asto $- 
Pasl; O happy wee, if wee can ſay after him, 
Wepreachnot as pleafing.men,but God which 
tries the heart: wee are-men of conſcience, ler 
conſciencerule and maſtervs:hauc we charges? 
when they pay for theirdictafter a hundred a 

;yeere, let Conſcience tell vs, thatftue ayeere in 
<onſcience will bee tee little, Arc wee inthe 
Pulpit 2? bring Conſcience thither ,, and loſeit 
not there; let Conſciencecheoſe the Text, pen 
the Sermon;andif (with Chryſofowme) weehaue 
- once been carried with applauſe, now let vs de- 
light in their repenting, and eur-owne conſch 
-ENCE, 

Thirdly, Patrows, you arcfarreentrufted with - 
the Churches goods, her portion lies in your 
hands 5 Landlords ye bee,butnot Churchlords; 
youare but executors,nay fcoffees only in truſt; 
if you muſt hauec a fee for paying a due legacy, it 

isnotan apocryphall competency that will ſtop 
conſcience mouth: Be not deceiued(ſaith Saint 
Paal ) in this caſe, God isnot mecked; mens ;, . 
foules were bought with blood, they will nor be 
ſold better cheape: let not the price of blood 
.come into your common treaſury;ſct notſoules 
andſchollars on crying,wecannot liucfor want 
of teaching, nor wee teach for want of liuing, 
this will noe: prove comfort one day, 

Fourthly,, Ziewtenants, you'bee in places of 

truſt, turne Theaters into Artillery -yards with 
D Pyrrhus, 
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Plut. in Apo- 
thee. ſaithir 
Was Antigen. 
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Pyrrbas, and when you muſter, make not 7oabs 
muſter, by halfes, FS LPT; 

Fiftly, as for you much reuerenced and ho- 
noured Fathers, Sheriffes, 1uftices, ſudees, beſides 
truft, you haue taken an-oath for' the common 
good, if cucr:(as | rruſteuer) you make conſci- 
ence of any thing, you will -of an oath; good 
Fathers, make conſcience Porter at all your 
gates,let none cormein'or out without this P@?- 
ters leaue :.let Conſcience leadyou thorow all 
chambers to the hall, and tell you,thcſe roomes 
were built, theſe commons ordained, theſe pla- 
ces giuen to the poore,to the honeſt, to the lear- 
ned, not to ſonnes of worſhip, of honour, nor : 
E know you are importuned with letters, bur 
would youſend Conſcience tothe Court with a 
ſupplication, I doubt nor bur that you ſhould 
recciue that order that &wijorhus once made , 
Thar if Letters came from him'or his Nobles, 
to the preiudice of the Common good; his ſub- 
iets ſhould pocket - them as vnwittingly 
written. | TEE 

6 As for youthat now are, and others thar 
hereafter ſhall be Sheriffes, I befeech you know 
your place, your oath; looke ro vnder-officers. 
that they abuſe not poore men with exaQions, 
and executions z the countrey with taleſſes'and 
other cxorbitances; lookto yonder Caſtle(your 
charge for the time)ſee what order is there kepr, 
which corrupts (if fame lye nor) more than cor- 
recs : looke vpon thoſe poore ſoules;which viu- 
| h ally 
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ally beas vaſfit ro dycasto liue, . for want of in- 
ſtruion; and let Cenſcience perſwadeyou to 
take ſome publike and ſetled courſe for them a- 
mongſt your ſelues, © 

Seuenthly, and.couching you(much honou- 
red 1sſtices and Gentlemen) no morebutſo , nll 
I come to a Tudges duty; you are ſworne men, 
I beſecch you peruſe your oath tand if you heed 
nota-Plutarch ora Phy, which'cry ſhame vpon 
thoſe Magiſtrates that willfic bythe fire; or bee 
inthe field with reapers, when they ſhould be on 
thebench, &caſtmore ro.cndtheSeſſions, than 
ro amend faiilts.z1:yet fearecthatdoublecannen 
which Gods wotd'diſchargesypon'the'negli- 
gent, Curſe ye Meroſh, which willnor come to Iudg. 5. 
| helpethe Lord againſtthewighty; and curſed ,,,,, 
bee hee thatdoth the worke of the Lord negli- 
gently,and with-holdsthefword,- 50 

Generally, all yee:thatare more publike and 
eminent, remember'you are;Chriftians;you are 
men:ſay as good Neherwab touching your poore 
tenants,brethren,vaderlings, they-areour fleſhy, ;. 
and our brethren ; - if you' ſtiffen your ſelues a- 
gainſt their cries, when they lic ar your foor as 
Joſeph at his brethrens,' O brother Jah, helpe; 
why, brother .Zesz; why, brother Zebulps,"all or 
ſomepitty me; know that-a: time ſhall come, 
when Conſcience ſhallcry vpen you; and you 
vpon Ged, but allin vaine, | 

Eightly, Icnd: withyou, Reverend 18dzes : 

God ſpcakes Law by:yau; Conſtience by vs z/in 

Terk {ek D 2 both, 
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Hoſ. 4.18. 
Pfal. 47» 


Deut.21.,. 


| both, hee, andhe alone muſt be acknowledged, 


Your perſons [ neither know, nor touch : with 
your Coaſcience my buſineſle is this, To mind 
them, that they may mind you of, firſt, your pla» 


. ces, andfecondly, your oaths. 


For the firſt, your place (in ſumme) is very 
publike, and your renerend {clues muſt be whol- 
ly publike z you eatnot your owne bread, poſ- 
ſeſſe not your owne ſeat, ſwallsow nor your own 
ayre;you may not here know your owne friends, 
owne your owne words, thoughes, breath, but 
loſe your ſelues in the common cauſe, as riuers 
their names in the maine Ocean, Particularly, 
the Lord honours you with theſe titles. Firſt, 
you are termed $/zelds,your place is ro ftand be- 
tweene God and the people ; and bytimely cen- 
ſuring knowne ſinnes, and ſacrificing for vn- 
knowne, to keepe publikeplagues and the land 
apart; your office is to plucke the ſpoile out of 
the teeth of the mighty, as 19b did; and to be». 
ſtride your poore brother, when hee is ſtricken - 
downe, Alas, Iuſtice wil! fall in the ſtreets, and 
ſwound at the barre, if you doenortſupporther; 
a. poore man cannot be a conftant Tearmer,and- 
retaine halfea dozen Lawyers at once :: hee can. 
buy beggery-withas lictle coſt; and lefle paines 
at home, and therefore heeds his people ; Hus- 
band (faith the wife) father. (faith the child) ler 
all goe, let vs liue together tho wee ſtarue toge-. 
ther : did you butſee theteares that are ſhed in 
ſome Gadice at the beginning and ending of 

C1 rearmes. . 


rearmes, by occaſion of tedious ſuits, your 

hearts wauld bleed, Next, you are tearmed 

Heires of reflraine , ſtand for your inheritance, Iudg.18.7. 

and(whar you may)reftrain multitudes of fuirs, 

delaics in ſuits frowne ypon thoſe Athenians, 

who will neucr heare of peace,' till they-bee (as 

he ſaid) clothed with blacke 5 vpon thoſe quar- 

relling Ammonites, that rake amoneft' the Tudg. 11. 

moths(as one ſpeakes)for a title that was rotten 

three hundred years before :-frownevpon thoſe 

Tertulluffes, who carenot what the cauſe bee;ſo 

' thefeebeegood : frowne vpon the drunkards, 

ſivearers, and other Belialiſts of this wt and. 

borches of the tate; and as your place is, Jude. 

18, put them toſhame. _— 
Thirdly, you are called Healers : would God'E3+ 

you would go to the quicke, and heale our brea-. 

ches in the cauſes thereof, The Countrey is ficke* 

of ſuperſtition, idlenefle, vncleannefle, thefts, 

and the like: but whence the diſeaſe that wouid- 

be thought vpon : the id!e is whipr,bur who ſets 

him on worke? the yncleane ſcruant is puniſhr, 

but who pittics him for mariage? the ignorant 

is cenſured, but who tcaches him 2 the wanderer 

is paid for roauing, bur whopuld downe his 

houſe ? poore men indited for cating of ſheep,: 

but who cndites ſheepe for cating of men ? the 

Jaw takes-order for all (yon will ſay) weercad- 

itcnacted, would we could ſee irexecuted. 
Nexc,asyou muſt begin av-che cauſe, ſo pro- 

ceed in order : heale the greateſtbreaches. ' lle 

D3. name. 


V. Sir W, Rat, 
Kory. 
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name butoncin the State, two in the Church; 


© andI would you wereas able, as I preſume you 
are willing to make them yp. 


The firth is a decay; not of huſbandry, .butof 
hulbandmen: twas once theſaying, That the 
Husbandry and Yeomantry of England were the 
freeſt men inthe world; but if all paiments and 
emploimentsbe rolled ypon them, whilſt Land- 
lords encroche&Vſurers gatolc-free,thewhole 
body will be leane, when the belly is fo lanke. 

For the Church there be two maimes, which 
would my blond conld cure, The firſt is, the: 
miſplacing of Church liuings:which once made! 
improper, zut too eften intoPapiſtshands,who' 
haue wit enough to defcatlaw., and to preſent a 
Clerke that is blinde and poore enough. The 
ſccond is. the paripg of other Church liuings. 
Men'may ſpeake their pleaſure ef the pride and 
idlenefle of the Clergic (neither of which, 
where either is found,ſhall by me be defended) 
but this I am ſure of , by reaſon that now and 
then (it:is butnow and then) a peecceof gold is. 
putinto my hands to giuea Scholler: ſomemen 
whe can be charged with neither, hauc ſcarce 
any bookes inthe ſtudie, any bread in the cub» 
boerd: and (that which:is worſe) there is ſcarce 
a countrey Preacher that hereaſter will breed 
his childe a Scholler ; partly becauſe he cannor, 
pouerty it ſelfe is npw ſo deare: partly becauſe 
he ſees no liuing can be had without the loſe of * 
two the deareſt things, liberty and conſcience : 
the 
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the world hath found a remedy to helpeall this: 
firft, let them not marry : ſecondly, lerthem 
etcach ſcheole, Heare O ye heauens, and bluſh 
at theſe anſwers : that which is granted (to wit, 
maintenance and marriage) to- eucry painfull 
Tailor, Tapſter, Cobler, thats denied co Chriſts 
Ambaſſador, becauſe hee is an Ambaſſador : 
he'muſt not live, vnlefle hee will peece two ſuch 
callings 'together as will breake a- backe of 
fteele, MI LES 
Fourthly, you are termed Fathers: direct you 
muſt, corre& you may, but all in loue. 


2 King. F- 


| Et paſſem ne (6s 
A hea- Deo magu miſe- 


then man could ſay, that mercy muſt be ſhewen ors 


-to a beaſt in his death, much 'moreto a man in 
a Chriſtian ſtare. Tis true, when God bids ſlay, 
tis not mercy bur hypocrifie to ſpare z but yet 
mercy muſt bee in the heart, when 1uſtice is in 
the Hand ; anda Tudge muſt fmite a finner, ' as 
Toſhwa did Acham, as a: father his-child, with a 
weeping cie and feeling heart, ' Hg 09: 
Laftly, you are tearmed 


gods: | God hath ſer chip. nat, 


SIS {DI ET ft 5.6 sf FO, ; Ly p 246 
you in.his chaire, lent you bisname'z and when 7, 


we cone tothe Hall, wee cottie roſſeeandheare 
the Lord'iin you: Oh remember whoſe perſon 
you ſuftaine, ſo walke that you may honour him 
and your ſc}ues both in one, Vhentherade: 
Soldiers ſaw the Senators at Rome {it 'grauely 
in their Robes, they held themi gods: 'bur' fo 
ſoone as one grew waſpiſh,and diſcouered him- 
ſelfe, they tooke them for men, deſpiſed, ſpoi- 
kd ther. - It will bee fo with COI_R fo 
ong 


: 


Y.Sneton.c 
Dion. 


Plat. 


Lag 
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long as they hold chemſeJues to gravity, juſtice, 
equity, they will bee honoured as gods ; bur if 
once they diſcouecr the feares, paſſions , par- 
tialities of men, they grow into contempt . 


- 


cuen with their friends, as Tacitxd notes of Tibe- 


rixs bis flatterers : mans heart knowes not how 
co reuerence any thing but Gods image; where 
this is darkened, mens tongues and pens will be 
bold with the greateſt. Thus the ſtorie ſpeakes 
of Clandias, a very moderate and painfull Tu- 
ice ; but then his wiſe and ſeruants turnd him 
round : of Ye/p«fian, a worthy Iudge, that could 
in iudgement forget priuate offences ; but then 
he was too couctous: of Alexander,a great man, 
of great parts; but then a kinſwoman could 
make him partiall : and againe, hee was ftill in 
haſte; and if De##d himſelfe giue ſentence rather 
running than ſicting,a hundred to one he miſca- 
ries in the matter of AMephiboſbeth: yea, this wee 
ſee in Pilace himſelfe , a man willing to have all 
well, but roo timorous ; when once that thun- 
derclap came, You arcnotCeſars friend, downe 
falls the Iudge , and for the keeping of one, loſt 
three friends, God, Cenſcience, and Ceſar too. 
Ie is then a diſgrace to the Indge, notto ſample 


his Lord; but to God himſelfe an infinite diſho= 
-nour, when his cxcellencics fhall beconcealed, 


and himſelfe preſented to the world, a paſſio- 
nate, fearefull, corrupt, vorightIudge. 
Iris (you know my Lords,a great ſinne to be. 
ly aman in publike; - but c0.corrupt Gods " 
cords 


”» 
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cords, to petuert. his words, to make Gods 
mouth, on the Bench to condemne the innio- 
cent, to commend the wicked, or Gods hand to 
ac injuſtice, this willmake Conſcience cry, 

Now.then (O yee viſible Gods) receiue your 

charge from Jebo/aphet his mouth, Takeheed,the 
indeement i Gods wot mans:;: hecreſpets.no per- 
ſons, recciues: no. gifts.” God is the ſubſtance, 
you but lines and the : fuperficics , which 
moues onely as the body moues them: you muſk 
reeciue your charge from him ; what God ſaith, 
you mult fay ; what heedoth , you muſt de; 
what hee abhorres, you muſt ſhun : hee reſpeRs 
none, nor rich, norpoore, nor friend, nor foe ; 
nomorc muſt you : he receiueth no gift,by him- 
ſelfe, nor his man Eljah, nor his mans man Ge- 
hefie,withour diſtaſte; no more muſt you. Looke 
vpon him your Iudge, vpon your age, (your 
confidenceas well as So/gus;) ypon your oath, 
which is ſo ſtri& : looke vpon your Conſcience, 
and let the peace thereof be your friend, gold, 
filuer, all, as 4»fen ſpeakes. Ando if youdoe, ,, Plal. 36. 
we proclaime another Aſſiſes, and doc you to oy 
vnderſtand for your encouragement, that if you 
can fay.with Saint-Pasl, 1 labour (fill labour) to 
keeps conſcience (my owne Conſcience) woid of 
offence, (all offence) towards all perſons, in all can- 
Jes; you ſhall haue Paw/s boldnefle before men, 
his comfort in death , his honour after with 
men, cucr with Ged, before, at, after that his 
Afliſes to be held by his _ before two _— 
0 


2 Chron, 19, 7. 
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of men, and millions of Angels. 


'Now, O thou whe art the God of gods, and 
Iudgeot men, faſten that in ourhearts, which 
thou haſt ſpoken to our cares: and giueTudges; 

Iuſtices, Iurers, Preachers, Tutors, 
all, grace to practiſe what chou 
haſt taught; thatſo hauing Pawls 
Conſcicnceinlife, wee may 
haue Pavuls comfortin 
death, 8c. 


I te E EEE ee] 


TO. THE PRINTER: 
This Appendix. 


TS 11 pruſed your. printed 
MM Bel p41þ2rs, and (befides the cor- 
| [RAM recting of your eſcapes ) I 
RY WES!tH dge 14 fit to expreſſe my 
WEARESI [7]fe more fuly in a paſſage 
or two, where breuity hath brought forth ob= 
ſcurity. Firit, where ſpeech is had of Pa piſts 
and Popzry (pag. 14.) 1 K- (by 
Popery )that Sylteme and Fardell of pri- Syſteme. 
uats OPINIONS, which theCourt'of Rome hath. 
| foiſted 1 in "ij Siuely, and contriued into Ca 
nons, in their la$t Councell at Treni.Szcond- 
Iy,by Papiſts I meane ſuch, as wholly depend 
pon the All-ſufficiency,inerrancy,and ſuch 
other tranſcendencies of the Pope, or Biſhop 
of Rome. As for ſuch (ineuery Century.) as - 
firſt lived according to their knowledge ;. ſe- 
cOndly knew according to their means; third- 


ly, 


To the Printer. 
ly, enioyed and improued the meanes, ſofarre 
as to bold faſF the foundation, I reckon thews 
ours, notwithRtanding they were ſun-burnt, 
tanned, yea and ſomewhat tackt with priuate 
opinions. I'will not oondertake to define what 
tu ſo meerely fundamentall, and abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſaluation, as that without it #bere 
i no hope : thurmuch I am ſure of, firſt, that 
fundamentals are fewer than many of both 
fides make them : ſecondly, that euery leane- 
z00 and ſuperſtruftion doth not raſe the foun- 
dation : and thirdly, I am per ſwaded that ma-. 

ScemyLord 19 who did and doe line in Popiſh places and 

' Times, newer onderſiood (much Fre as appro- 
wed) divers myſteries of Popery. 

_ Iſay)I reckon ours, and my fþeech 

* only of ( Papiſts) that, of ſuch, as lea- 

Which Trex: ting the old rule ( the written Word-) put 

Vd-Epiſ-Cief. themſelues wholly into the hands of a weake 
man,who (confeſſedly)s apt to reele,vnleſſe 
by (hairs bold him vp. 

Pag-15- Secondly, touching the power of erroneous 
Conſcience. euery man knowes ( who bath 


lookt into Schoole Diſputes) how vaſt the. 


 Dueftions : for my purpoſe, thy 11 ſufficient 
Firſt, 


To the Printer. 
Firſt, my ſpeech «5 of the binding power of 
Conſcience. Secondly, Its one thing to ſay, 
that erroneou conſcience bindes, another to 
ſay,that a man may goe againſt} hu erring 
conſcience, a; Pclantius delivers it in 1.2. 
Tho. Q. 19. Diſput. 3. The Schoole-mers 
(who are more witty in tying, than happy in 
vntying knots ) perplex the Queſtion with 
diltinftions, betwixt ligare 8 obligarc, er- 
rour uncible and inuinciblekF? c. and Iknow 
not what. All that can be made of it ts thu : 


Fir$, Error cannot binde (as they expound rue aw, ts- 
binding, that t,, ſo binde, that 1 muſt follow 


it ) it may perplex, or if you will call it bin- 
ding, it binds to depoſe and corrett its error. 


Secondly , to ſuſpend and forbeare attion, 

where there 1 no neceſſity of doing, or where 

there s, it bindesto learne and to receine [a- 

isfattion : to ſpeake it more roundly, it may 

binde to the negatine, not to the affirmatine. 
So binde, that it may be a finne to oppoſe it, 

20t [0,41 that it ſhall be a vertuetofollow it, 
which 11 my meaning, when I ſay, it ſuffices 

z0 Vice, not io Verttic. There be many noble 

Queitions incident to thu diſpute, as when 

| and 


To the Printer. 


aud howfarre I muSt ſuſpend, and heed ſcru- 
ples, andthe like which will not comply with 
an Appendix, and therefore I forbeare,. 
As for that taxation of partiality touched, 
pag. 22» 1 fault only priuate Aſſeſſors, who 
many times ſet the ſaddle ypon the wrong 
borſe: and to make an eud,whatſoeuer I baue 
or ſball publiſh, I ſubieft to cenſure, and ac- 
bes to bee mine, no further than its. 
truth, 
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M 4A T TH. 27. $ 
Then Iudas which had betrayed him , when 
be ſaw thas be was condemned, repented 
himſelfe, and brought againe the thirty 

Þeeces of filuer, Wc. 

JARSL: (7 Heſe words are fo well 
TY R #& knowen to this aſſembly,that 
XY) we ſhould but idle and waſte 
Þ) time, in caſewe ſhould del 
@2IÞy vpon explication ; they doe 
Ss (as cuery one ſeeth)make re- 
== port of 1d his deſperatc 


death, afteran hypocriticall life: and of chem- 
F 3 {clues 
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ſclues they fall into two parts ; the firſt, a con- 
ference that paſt betweene 7udas a little before 
his end, and the Prieſts his friends: the ſecond 
is the iſſuc and vpſhotof that conference. Indas 
is firſt brought in ſpeaking and complaining, 
and then the Prieſts replying vpon him. 

In his ſp:ech we haue the matter vetered,and 
the mottue that pricFe him forward : the mo- 
tiue, was the grudging and fretting of his con» 
ſcience, in theſe words, {Hee repented himſelfe;) 
which repentance is ſet torth from the time 
when his heart thus roſe vpon him ; and the cf- 
fe& which ſuddenly it wrought in bim : reſt hee 
could nor, till the money was reſtored. 

The matter vttered was in generall this, That 
he had ſinned, 

In particular this, That he had betraied inno- 
cent blood. And this is /#das in the conference, 

The Prieſts reply hathin it ewo things. 

Firſt, they ſhift the matter from themſelues, 
(What © it tows.) 

Next,they putit vpon him, ( Zooke thou toit,) 
and fo the conference ends. 

The conſequences are of two ſorts ; ſome re- 
ſpeQing the Prieſts, of which another time: 
ſome Ind, and thcy are thus deduced: ſome 
concerne the money receiued, which not withe 
out ſome rcgret he caſts downe : ſome his owne 
particular; firſt, he withdrawes himſelfe z next, 
he hangs himſelfe ; and this is his end; 

The order of the words you ce, the ſenſe you 
| know : 


Iudas hu Miſery, FF 
know: what now remaines but that wee make 
our vieof them. | 

Firſt, you may vndeiſtand, that in another 
Auditory, IT haue already drawne from. them 
theſe, with ſome other conclufgons ; the firſt 
from the time when his teart ſmore him, thus; 

F:rft, that they that will not ſce their ſinnes 
timely to their conuerſton, ſhall ſee them firſt or 
laſt co their confuſion, 1#das mighthaue knowne 
what. it was to betray innocent blood ere this 
time of day,had he beene ſo happy : but he thar 
willnot ſec his leſſon in the bookey muſt feele it 
in his body, and read it in letters cf blood, 

The ſecond was from his repentance and 
the companions thereof, thus z 

That a very reprobate. may aſter a ſinne com- 
mitted (eſpecially vnnaturall finne) conceiue 
ſome ſorrow, make ſome confefiion and ſatis fa- 
Ction for it, #das finnes, and much gricues,and 
out of gricfe confeſles, and with confeſſion 
makes ſome ſatisfaction, and yet but a 1udas. 

Firſt, what will Papiſts ſay to this in point of 
Penance?meirie Meldonate is here in his dumps; 
he thinkes beſt to be ſilent, and louke beſides the 
Caluiniſts for once: und Bellarwine makes fo ſor- 
ry a ſhift with this inſtance, that I cannot war- 
rant you from laughing, if I ſhould bur repore 
his exception; but of them already, 

What will many Proteſtants ſay to this, who 
fall ſhort of /#das in this particular, &yer hope 
of Chriſt? he grieues, heconfeiles, he makes 
F 2: | reſti- 


Dot, 


DotF, 2. 


> 
2 
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reſtitution,and then goes to his place :they nei- 
ther reſtore, nor confeſſe,nor grieue,nor ſee,nor 
fecle their ſin 3 and muſt theſe to heauen, whilſt 
theſe? Nay, how neerelydoth this touch cuery 
mans frecholdg if a I#das may goe thus farre, 
muſt not we goe as farre, and out-gochim too ? 
Verily, what he did, wee muſt doe with aduan- 
tage ; he ſaw his finne,fo muſt wee 5 he mourned 
after ſinne, ſo muft wee; hee confeſſes, ſo muſt 
wee; hee madereftitution, ſo muſt wee: and 
what more, fith wee looke for more > Surely 
this z VVee muſt performe this errand of repens. 
tance conſtantly, vniuerſally,confidently, which 
Iudas acither would doe,nor reprebate can doe. 

The third concluſion grew out of that of 
their anſwer,(What & that tows?) 

This it was; That wicked men are naturally 
ſo blinded by Satan, and fo beforted with finne, 
that they can apply nothing to themſelues for 
their owne vic: was it poſſible that ſuch an an- 
ſwer ſhould cuer fall from the mouth of ſuch 
men,(Whats that tows?) Were not they Prieſts? 
were not they in the Temple? was it not their 
calling to cure diftrefled conſciences? Nay, 
were not they the men that'ſet 7adas on worke ? 
had not they their hands in this blood 2and will 
they now kicke off matters thus? (Whats that to 
vs?) was it nothing to them to ſend this poore 
wretch to hell? nothing to cmbrue their hands 
in ſo much blood ? Vas it the price of 1#des his 
ſoule to betray innocentblood, and was itno- 


thing 
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thing for them to ſhed it -> and yer ſay they, 
(Whats that tows?) 


And is it not ſo witha thouſand more? the Ap 


 wrathof God is revealed from heauen vpon ma- 
lefators:he often holds an Afizes,and here hs 
truſſes vpa blaſphemer, there an adulterer, aud 
hangs them vp in Gybbets for the terrour of 0- 
chers: But will the wicked ſee his high hand ? 
No: as it fared with theſe Prieſts, though they 
ſce nudes wallow in his owne gore,yet they haue 
not a heart torefle& vpon themſclues, and ſay ; 
If hee be thus entertained that betrayed blood, 
what will be our doome that ſhed it?So itis with 
retchleſle ſinners, blaſphemers, prophaneper- 
ſons: their ſinne is plagued inothers; they, 
though as deepe as the deepeſt in theſe treſpaſ- 
ſes, turne off all with this (whats that tows? ) 
Men of like praftiſe, men of better parts are 
icourged, yet hauc they not the grace to make 
preſent vſe : Ifthis bee done to thegreene tree ,. 
what ſhall bee to the drie > Burt as if they ſpake 
ſrom the ſame ſpirit, they vſe the ſame words 
with theſe (Whats that to vs?) This is a heauy- 
hand of God vpon many finners, that when 
God. giucs them the faireft warnings, ſmites- 
their finnes ypon other mens backes, and falls 
direQlyypon their faults: thenas if they had to 
deale with a dreamer,not with God,they ſhould ' 
ſhut vp the matter thus, Whats.that rows ? 

The laſt thing wee will-repeart (and then wee 
proceed) is from the [artcr part of theiranſwer, 

| (See e 
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(See thou teit :Jand thus it ſtands. : 
Wicked men haue an ill property of a bad 
debtor : they will draw a man into a ſnare, and 
there they will leaue him in the lurch, Before 
the finne commirred,who but Zadas? VVould he 
berray his maſter, what ſhould noc hee haue? 
would he attempt it, they would beare him out: 
would he efte&t it, they would reft indebred to 
him for cucr.7#das hath done the feat,and with- 
all hath vndoae himfelfe z what ſay his friends, 
Looke thou to that, O yee heauens,bluſh atthis 
vafaithfulnefle! Bur this is the guiſe of wicked 
men, they will draw one into the ditch, and 
E, there will leaue him to fivke or ſwim. And 
this the hand of God vpon offenders, when they 
wil buy mens fauourwith the forfeiture of Gods 
loue, they are ſhut out of heaucn and earth, 

both at once. IT - 

«29/4 VVhythenletno man finne to pleaſe men , 
mm left when terrours beon his mares be returned 
with this anſwer, (Zooke thow om it. } Andin 
caſe wee haue broughta guilt vpon any mans 
ſoule by cxample, allurement, enforcement,&c. 
lers not be ſo mercilefle as to turne him off with 
(See thos torr.) Burletivs beas ready toapplya 
plaiſter, as wewere to make a wound: and (vn- 
lefle wee would haue two ſoules to anſiver for) 
further his repentance, as much as wee haue 
done his rebellion... | | | 
- Andthus wehaue acquainted you with what 
was obſcrucd fromthe conference:now if I may 
__ _- 1ntreat 


Dor? 4. 
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intreat your company to the conſequences of 
this conference; I will as briefly as I may deliuer 
my ſelfe in my countrey manner of that which 
I haueto ſpeake. 


The Conference ended, the next newes wee This was prea- 
heare is this, The money is returned ; what chedinthe V- 
ſhalsmake of this ?. hid /#d#s made ſo hard an 2+ 


aducnture fora little noney, and is hee weary 
of it ſince? VVhats the matter thatthis money 
can hauc no maſter? would 1adas have fercht 
them within the guilt of this finne roo? would 
he (had not ſorrow put him to falence)haue ſaid 
vatothem; ©'O yee treacherous and bloody 
© men, it was your ſine, as much as mine, I 
« failed in taking, you as much in giving :- this 
<* ynhappy coyne,the price ofmy maſtcrs blood, 
« and of my owne foule, therefore with your 
« wages take home your words ( Looke you to 
<<jralſs) for you ſhallanſwer itas well as I, Oc 
was it the ſtrength of a naturall conſcience(fur- 
thered by. a thumpe on the backe by adiuine 
hand) that cauſed him thus to lay vp all? truly, 
both; I#das as he was content to fin with them, 
ſo. is he not vnwilling that they ſhould bee pla- 

ued with kim: looke which way a man goes , 
Rog weuld fainc haue companic, being a focia: 
ble creature;he would neither to hellnor to hea. 
uen alone ; Looke how the two women before 
Solomon did quarrell which ſhould haue the 
child ſo theſe this baſtard ſinne : Irs thy deed 
(ſay the Prieſts) A money recciucd, 


and 


Dot. 
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and therefore looke thou teit ; Irs yours (faith 
Indas) witneſſe this money giuen,and therefore 
looke you to it: I know Tam deepecnough, but 
I hope you ſhall haue fomcwhat; and thus they 


agree like theeues condemned, it waslong of 


hin,and of him, but all bee theeues : and like 
Schoole-boyes vndcr the rod, he began, and he 
began,bur both be naughty boyes ; ſhould wee 
ypon this ground purſue our apprehenſtons, we 
ſhould fall into a path formerly beaten, and 
therefore Ile ſtep ouer to the other conſequence 
of reſtitution. 
Indas was now in wofyll plight, his heart was 
too heauiefor his bedy, his body fer theearth ; 
ſinke hee doth, and that to hell if hee finds nor 
ſpeedy lightning ; lighten him nothing could, 
valeſle the money were deliuered; the money 
therefore he dcliuered; thirty peeces hee recet- 
ucd,thirty hereſtored;hurtir had done him,bur 
no goed: taken it he had, and would hauc kept 
ir,but thathe conldnor, away it muſt againe. In 


" him then wee fee what it is tohaucill gotten 


goods in our hands, | EE 
The Conſcience once awaked will deny onc 
all peace,till he hath faithfully reftored what vn- 


lawfully he hathgotren. A ficke conſcience can- 


not endure the ſight or ſentofmiſgotten goods; 


 ithaththe propertyof a watch:Dog, ſoſoonc 


as it. winds afilcher, it opens and purſtes him, 
and nothing will flop his cry,till that which was 
thecuiſhly taken be laid downe : 1wdas may take 

KNEE. where 


—_ 


< 
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where hecan, but his conſciencenow awakened 
will dog him till chat the whole thirty bee lefe 
where they lay: Truth it.is, peace dorhinot al- 
wales wait vpon reſtitution, ſometimes'men re- 
ſtore goods,as the ſtomacke doth mear, becauſe 
they cannot hold it: ſo it fares with /#das; hee 
had a morſell that hanged right forhis mouth , 
as at firſt hee thought, bur.it did ſo burne him, 
that necds hee muſt reſtore it, Beleeuc'it, the 
conſcience, when once it begins to ſpeake, will . 
neuer bee friends witha man, till ſuch manner 
wealth be forbid the houſe. PII. 

Ill gotten goods be co the heart as the Caga- 
anites were to that good land: the land groned 
till it had ſpewed out them, the conſcience tra- 
uels till its deliuered of theſe : they are to the 
ſoule as 1on4h to the VVhale,the VVhale had de- 
uoured him, bur could not reſt till he was reſto. 
red; fo its with the conſcience, if men play the 
Whales, and make fiſh of all that comes to ner, 
the conſcience will beas weary offſucha burdes, 
as the Vhalec of the Prophets bones. Zophar, 
Teb 20. 12, 13, &c, ſpeakes ſo well to this 
point, that wee need no further witneſle; hee is 
in hand with a compariſons which lies thus; Ri- 
ches he compares toſweet meat z-ill meanes in 
getting of riches topoiſen in meats; the com- 
paſſing and holding of ſuch wealth , to the ca» 
rioganddeuouring offuch meat; the paineand 
plagues that follow ſuch; goods ſo holden, to 


thoſe that accompany ſuch deuoured morſels : 
ps + _  poylo- 
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poyſoned meats if deepely drencht with dead- 
lieſt poyſons (as the poylon of Aſpes and Vi- 
pers be his inftances) will not afford any long 
peace, they wring the body, they prouoke to 
vomiting; they threaten heart and all,vnlefſethe 
inward parts will yecld vp all ; yea, they bring a 
ſore, acruell,and violent death : theres no more 
mercy in miſgotten gooeds,they infimuate them- 
ſelucs like ſugered poiſons, but having once ſei- 
zed vpon the bowels, they worke, and fret, and- 
gaule, and gnaw, and cauſe a man to lay about 
him : if they come-away without ouermy 
ſtraining,the party (happily) recouers himſclic; 
if once they haue claſpr about the hearr, and 
rooke poſſeſſion, they bring vp heartand all, as 
it fares with 1#d«:- as then the deadlieſt poi- 
ſons willdeepely wound, and ſurely kill, vnleffe 
a man bee quickly deliuered of them, fo will vn- 
in | — pry too: Will you ſee Zophar exeme 
11Nnea? | 
Aohan was forbidden this poyfon, but hee 
would bee ſipping : hee dranke but once, but 
whar follewed the mans life, Thope, was faued 
in another world : Bur the purge was ſo ſtrong 
and working, the vemirt b violent, that jt 
brake his hearr, 4h fed on the like, bur not (1 
thinke) withlike ſuccefſe, the poyſon was not 
yomited vp,thereforethe man'died yponiit;and 
infeed his houſe too : Our preſent inſtance 
might make a third, but wehaue ſaid enough to 
Zopharsſimilitnde, 
FS HE What 


What may be the reaſon tha il 


will be ſodangerfull'> His ſimilitude imply 
meats ſhould 


- "4 
=: 


two: . Whars the reaſon poiſon; 


hold nb more agreement with mens ſtomacks? 


One is from the nature of the mear, becauſe 
poiſoned: one from the nature of the ſtomacke, 
becauſe it expels things hurtfull ; the ſame mnſt 
be ſaid for vnlawfull poſſeſſions, they are poiſo- 
ned with ſinne,andemienomed with a curſe, like 
the Iſraclites Quailes. Next, as in the ſtomacke, 
ſo alſo in the conſcience theresa naturall defire 
of caſing itſelfe of noiſome burdens : the Seas 
haue their purge, ſo alſo haue the waters thar 
arc full of vermine : cuery thing ſeeks its owne 
ſafety, and its enemies ouerthrow, fo doth the 
conſcience in ſpeciall ſort,and hence euen part- 
ly from Gods curſe, partly from finnes poiſon, 
partly from the worke of a naturall conſcience, 
it is that vnrighteous Mammon is as welcome 
to.the conſcienceas poyſon to the ftomacke, or 
water into a Ship; one muſt out, or all muſt 
downe, + <5--M Lt 
Now then to come to application: Is this true 
which hitherto wee haue built concerning mil. 
gotten goods ? then fee what may bee inferred 
vponir, . to BOLEYN HAAR Y © 
- * Firftit followes,chat their coumſe for the time. 
preſent isnone, either ofthe wiſeſt or ſafeſt, who 
berake themſelnss to like meanes; either forthe 


getting or the keeping of wealth and'riches: 


- 


 truthiris, the world doch couch applaud your- | 


ts Þ migk- 


> £ 


Ye. 
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 _ -mightieſt-hunters, and greateſt hoorders : he 
that canTraile hinsſclfeour of ſmall beginnings 
co a great eſtate, and hath wit cnough to keepe 
his owne, and ta-catch other mens, heeis the 
man, his head is ſtrok't. But what great craftT 
pray youis therein ſinning ? what greatskill in 
the deuils trades? What policy in killing ones 
ſclfe 2 what wiſdome in drinking poylon ? 1udas 
[ confeſle, caries it a while, and whilſt he plaics - 
by himſeife hee winnes all 3 hee, why hee had a 
reach beyond all the reſt;whilſt Chriſt was lining 
he could make his vic of him, and inthe meane 
lay in for future times z fo skilfull an hypoerite 
(4s hypocrifie you know and ſtage-plaies are 
neerea kinne)that he-was for anypart in the de- . 
uils play , now a diſciple, nowa traitor, now a 
friend, nowa foe; VVhat would nothce doefor 
money ? and ſo doe it, as that hee would not be 
ſcene: But who will bee a loſer if heemay be 
his ewne- pay-mafter 2 let vs furame. vp 7a- 
aas his gettings for him, and ſee his mar- 
kets: he dreamed of fpeciall fauour from 4he 
Prieſts', doe- they fauour him ? his thoughts 
calke of preferment, doth ir-fall> hee' promi- 
ſed himſelfe ſome comfort from his filuer, 
doth-hee-finde it'? No, no, his ſfiends are 
now his foes ; his filuer, his ſicknefſe and diſeaſe 
happy hee if hecould new bee rid of it, happy 
they if they could be rid of him*: thrice happy 
he if hehad beeve as ſimple as hisfellows, they 
had the grace td keep their peace 0a earth; their 

acquain- 
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| — — acquaintance/in-heauen, | and ſo-to poſſeſſe 


f it: Thus they gaine that 
thus they riſe that fall from 
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ſhould thecurſeof ſo mighty a Godbe terrible 
theſe?- - Thereforeas 


ra. 


217 gs PS Tags 
> O Lata s 
; : Es 


| Irs this; If to-our knowledge wee haue beene 


wrongfull ( eſpecially in any-eminent.ſort us 
5 mag 


3 Sam. 13. 


Luk.19. 
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that the party beſenfible of it). coour brothers 
eſtarc,its our part to ſee that ſome recompence | 
be made, cither to him, or his, or.che poore, In 
the fiſt of Nembers you have the duty, wich 
ſome cafes propoſed. Vader the Prophets, 
Samuel makes profer « of it in caſe his gouern-. 
ment could be challenged, And.in the Goſpel! 
Zachews is content to vndergoe the cenſure of 


| the Law, iftheft couldbeprooucd againſt him; 


and ro make a fourcfold-rcſticution, beſides a 
free-will offering, and ſurely, fith the wound is 
now as wide as cuer it was,the plaiſterhad need 
becas broad's wee haue as many. purleyners as 
cuer, and therefore here ſhould be as many re- 
ſtorers. _- EN 
I bethought my ſelfe. where, my: ſpceches 
wereto fall,clſe I could not haue forbarne ſpea: 
king to foure ſorts of men; firſt, Landlords, 


_ condly, Lawyers; thirdly, nom | Ts . 4 


Trafhiquers of all ſorts; all which (I meane: of | 
all ſores ſome) baue beene ſo tranſcendent. inta- 

king, as that now its time to thinke of reſtoring 
Idoc not louc to ſpeake to men abſent ( and I 
thinke few of each ſore arc now- preſene). and 


ple calls him —_ I Wes i any a to make 

ce as he meanes toeſcape a ſhaking; hee 
may thinke: to filence-God and his conſc cience 
with a ſecret confeſſion, and to ſatisfie the world 
with a dole at his death : Burif God may bee 
heard, 
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heard, fatisfaQtion and ſacrifice muſt goe toge- 
ther : or if man muſt ſpeake, you know the Ca- 
ſuiſts axiome out of Auftew, Now remittitar pec- 
catum, niſi reſiituatur ablatum, That which is ill 
rake, muſt be well reſtored, or elſe the guilt re- 
maines: when the conſcience puts a man in 
mind of ſome coſenage, there muſt paſſe ſome 
a& of reftiturion, at leaſt a defire if- meanes bee 
wanting (for ſo the Father would bee vnder- 
ſtood) or if ſatisfation cannotbee made by re- 
ſticution, yer it muſt by humiliation; ro God 
ſimply; ro man, in caſe it makefor a common 
Peace, 

[am very ſenſible of the difficulties that oc- 
curre in this doQrine : the theame is very large; 
neither is there a matter of greater diſpute a- 
mongſt the Caſuiſts than this of reſtitutionzand 
I am ſorry that in this better parc of diuinity, 
wee haue few better guides than confeſlors, 
Canoniſts, Icſuites: many caſes by them are 
well put, but ill anſwered : how vnſcaſonable in 
it ſelfe how preiudiciall co the offendant,an ac- 
knowledgment in ſame caſes may be, I am nor 
- ignorant: when and how to. make reſtitution 
will be learned ſometimes better by conference, 
than by a ſer diſcourſe:circumftances ſo vary the 
queſtion, that littlecan bee ſaid rothemanner 
till che cafe bee knowne, onely the matter muſt 
bee preſſed vpon mens conſciences; and were 
they ſoft and ficke, they would rather take this 


yomir, than hazard life. 
H Thirdly. 
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Thirdly, a third inference reſpects the time to 
come,and thus wee inferre the point; Are miſ- 
gotten goods ſuch trouble-houſes? are they like 
that horſe of Seizz in the ftory, farall ro the ow- 
ner? Be wee then aduiſed how wee bring ſuch 
guelts to our houſes ſay rather of them as the 
heathen did of his goods, I had rather I 
ſhould loſe them, than that they ſhould ſpoile 
mee. If happily it bealofſe to loſe a draught 
of poiſon, let this bee thereſolution of cuery 
foule ; 

* If Godgiuewealthby honeſt meanes,blef- 
« ſed be his Namezif.not,by his grace Ile nener 
« enrich iny ſelfe with vnlawfull ſpoiles, lle ne- 
* uer ſell my peace for clay, forfet my ſoule for 
* that which I cannot have when I haue nor my 
« ſelfe; what though I be bare 2 wholſome frieze 
«is better than infeQed veluet : what though I 
* fare hard? dry bread is better than poiſoned 
<* dainties: what though my children bce kept 
_ ©ſhort? Thad rather pinch them than feed them 
« with blood : what though I muſt come lower? 
**its better ro fallro the duſt , than to hell with 
© Iudas: once forfeit my peace with him, and if 
* God take the fortciture, Iam gone z I cannot 
*© haue money, I cannot hauc my ſelfe. 

This,thismuſtbe thereſolution ofeuery'Chri- 
 fttan,that knowes what it is to bee at peace with 
heauen, And in the home-preffing of this would 
Tſpend mineallotred time,were I to ſpeak to the 
many;but inthis retired Auditory, whoſe life is 

. more 


ludas bs Miſery. 45 
more reſerued, and hath lefſe proſpe& to the 
world, Iſhal thinke my ſelfe ſufficiently diſchar. 
gedof this point, if I ſhall winde vp all with a 
two-fold exhortarion ; the firſt ſhall be to Tu- 
tors, and theſeI (Nay notT, batthe Lord) in- 
treats by the knowledge he hath giuenthem, the 
maintenance he hath allowed them, the truſt he 
hath repoſed in chem,by all cthefauours he harch 
caſt ypon them, to anſwer the ſtipend they re- 
cciue, and to oucrlooke the charge thats com- 
mitted tothem. Ah, my brethren, its no ſinall 
charge to haue the care of body, of ſoule, of 
wit; to worke ſo immediatly vpon the noble 
parts of the ſoule ; no ſmall priuilege , no lit- 
tle honour thats put vpon you by hofed that 
you ſhould be not Schollers onely, vnder ſome 
Cratippms, but Teachers in Athens, in Iſrael: 
What could the God of heauen dec more for 
you then eſtabliſh you in ſucha place? Vhat 
could the ſfonnes of men doe more for you then 
entruft you with their deareſt pledges? and put 
into your hands the very ſouls of children? in 
this caſe if you ſhall be wanting to your ſelues, 
co your Pupils, to this place, willnot che charge 
be vnſufferable > Whar can you anſiver for your 
ſelues when this your mother ſhall ſay, © My 
« 9wne ſonnes haue beguiled me'of Schollars ; 
<« when your forlorne Pupils ſhall hereafter ſay, 
< our owne tutors were our greateſt hinderers : 
«© When parents ſhall ſay, Thoſe wee moſt tru- 
« ſted, and:beft rewarded, have moſt betraied 

H 3 "2: oh? 
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ys: when the Church and Common-wealth 
« ſhallſay, Weare maimed by thoſe whom we _ 
« purpoſcly maintained to make vp our brea- 
&«ches : how willyou look vpon the money that 
was receiued: for nothing >- what comfort can 
you haue in keeping that you neuer earned ? 
what-is-it to /#das to haue money, when it is the 
price of blood ? what to any when itis the price 
of ignorance, ef idleneſle, of wantonnefſe > 
what will it preuaile a man to haue gotten by 
Schollers, when they haue loſt by him? loft their 
time, their ſtrength, themſclues > Vyhat- com- 
fort to ſay ,This I receiue quarterly of them,and 
for this I betray them to all miſeries. 
O my brethren,the conſcience of cuery man 
muſt be once awakened, and then goods gathe- 
red by a deceitfull hand, will lye like.a moun.. 
rainc vpon our ſoule,then a manſhall be woun- 
ded that he tooke ſo much,that he did.ſo little ; 
then he ſhallbe made to crie with 1#des, 1 hane 
ſinned, and peace he ſhall haue none, till he hath 
put off the meneyz and therefore.if any mans 
heart doth charge him with vntruſtineſle in this 
behalfe (for my part I know but few faces here) 
I know none other remedie for- matters paſt, 
than to crie peccawus: and for after times let the 
Lord, nay his owne peace,and quictand credir, 
obtaine thus much of him, that he will forbeare 
vnearned pay, andbe as nimble, at the leaft, to 
doe the worke, as to finger the wages, 
The ſecond is to my brethren in the Miniſte- 


Ys 
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ry ; (ith goods ill gotten; will neuer giue any 
ſound comfort or content, let this-point ſtand 
(as that ſword at Paradiſe to keepe out Adam). 
to keepe off thoſe from breaking into Liuings 
with a breach ofconſcience: the Country I nei- 
ther doe, nor dare diſſivade you from z would 
God my ſpeeches were of ſuch authoritic witt: 
you, as that they might draw you forth ſme 
times 5 oh that:you would: but enter ſpeeches 
ſometimes with the neighbouring people, rou- 
ching God, Chriſt, ſaluation, reſurre&ion, &e. - 
O Lord what Ignorance, Atheiſme , Popery 
ſhould you finde: you could nor but pity them, - 
preach to them : Bur the thing which: in- the 
name of God I would preſſe, and in theword of 
a friend ( who cannot bur loue the ſmoake of / 
this ſoile) would perſwade, is this : That you 
would be pleaſed to enioy your happineſle here, 
till the Lord doc lead you forch by warrantable 
meanes; and he (not money and dependancie) 
preſent you toa Lining; & then that you would 
take home to your ſelues that which was firſt 
vttered to Peter: Peter,loneſt.thow we,yea but doſt 
thou loue me; doſtthouloue mee indeed, and 
wouldſt thou ſhew it? feed, feed, feed my ſheer, - 
my lambes, they are deare to mee, let them. be 
precious. to thee; I beftowed my bloud vpon 
them, beſtow thou thy paines. - | 

The third is to thoſe who haue any hand in the 
beſtowing of places and Fellowſhips ; at whoſe 
girdles do hang the keies of theſe goodlyNaiorbs, 

H 3 ſhould 
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ſhould Ignorance haue acceſle into theſe facred 
buildings, becauſe ſhee is rich, and ſhould lear- 
ning and piectie be turned off, becauſc ragged, 
what a pitic were that? To charge that (Fathers 
and Brethren) vpon all, which I cannot proue 
againſt any, were to ſlander,not to reproue z.re- 
proue therefore I may not, {ith that in this pars 
ticular were to apply a plaifter before I knew 
the ſore; only in the generall, it may be Jawfull 
for me to intreat youin cle words of modeſtie 
and ſobrietie to remember your ſelues, and that 
truſt that's repoſed in you ; and to make vie of 
your ingeniouſhefſe and freedome in your ele- 
Eions : where ſhould pictie be reſpected, if not 
amongſt Diuines? wherelearning, if not in 4- 
thens? where ſhall poore children be releencd, 
if their owne mother ſhould deny them bread ? 
and who ſhall deale truſtily with the dead,when 
they thatdraw their breath by them ſhould be 
vnfaithfull > Farre therefore be ir from all chat 
arc interefled in this Errand ,toſufferthemſe!ucs 
to be ſwayed, cither out of feare, or fauour, or 
. affeQion to the leaſt partialitic, it becommeth 
free ſpirits to hold on their courſe like the Sunne 
m the firmament, as the Roman ſtory notes of a 
Roman Gouernour, they ſhould walke like Gi- 
ants on earthzſo the Sunne doth in the heauens, 
andbe of an vndaunted and vnbended reſoluti- 
on; ſtand faſt then(Reuerend Fathers) and play 
the men wee know great places afford great 
temptations, bur' thoſe muſt procure greatat- 
tention, 
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tention; ſhake your Jap of Bribes,and ſhut yoyr 


. eyes againſt gifts: (which ſometimes are but 


blanched bribery) preferre learning, honeſtic, 
ſtudiouſheſle, 

Hold on ſuch a courſe of innocencie and vp- 
rightneſſe,thar when you ſhall refigne your pla- 
ces to God or man, you may be bold to make 
Samuels Queſtion in the day of his reſignation, 
Whom haue 1 burt,and at whoſe hands hage 1 recet- 
wed a bribe, and | will reſtore it : And yours may 
be ableto returne their anſwer ; Thow haſt done 
Vs 10 wrong, neither hajt thou taken ought of any 
mans hand, Happie they that thus live and die, 
thus enter and refigne; but thrice vahappy they 
that ſell themſelues for gaine and gold, ſuch 
gold is Aurum Toloſanum indeed, bancefullto the 
keeper: ſuch gaine is but a 1#daſſes bargaine, 
man, or march,or all muſt be vadone:and fo we 
leaue 7uda//es money, and come to+his perſon, 
Firſt, hee withdrawes himſelfe. Second)y, hee 
hanged himſelfe, As to the firſt, good reaſon 
had 1udas to get him thence, they were but mt- 


ſerable comforters z but whither goes hee, to 


God, to the Diſciples, to any godly man for 
comfort? No, he walkes alone,and withdrawes 


himſelfe from ſocietie, for ſo Marthewes word 
£350 muſt be taken,and is vicd in the Goſpe]: 
this action of his might (if we wanted matter) 
entertaine vs with a pointor two, for in 1udas 
you lee, that he who hath beene vnfaichfull with 
God and the godly in his ruffe, will haue —_ 
X | uſt 
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luſt to go vato them in his feares; a wicked man 
had as licue goe the uext way to priſon,as come 
before the Iudge, and when he is at warre with 
heauen, he will ſoone grow weary of mankinde, 
Secondly,in him you ſee how dangerous itis to 
waike alone in extremitie of temptation : this 
ſolitarineſle gaue way to that diſaſter which a- 
non followeth ; bur of this latter wee haue ſaid 
enoughzifina word we ſhal intreat the afited 
ſoule, to take heed of ſolitarinefle, ſceing it is 
no policie for a ſingle wounded man to enter 
combat with the powers of hell when hee ma 
hauc helpe:andas touching the former, we ſhall 
happily touch it, as time ſhall ſerue, in another 
paſſage: we paſſe therefore to the next thing(he 
hanged himſelfe) as to the place, A4#, r.weein 
this haſte will ſay nothing; a little let vs bear the 
Text, that the vie may be the clearer. VVhar is 
the reaſon that 7#das thus fals out with life? was 
hea Sadaacee, thinke you, or could he thinketo 
ceaſchimſelfe in hell > what ſhould mouec him to 
ſhorten his dayes ? grant that he was bound for 
hell, was it not beſt to liucas long as hee could, 
ſith he muſt pay ſodearcly for his money > Vas 
itnot beſt to bemerry whilſt that laſted: VVhart ? 
was 1#dzs of ſofaint a heart,as to fearc hell > was 
there nowinein Teruſalem? neuer a good fellow 
that would entertain him with mirth and laugh- 
ter? Ohno, no; /#de his mirth is all atanend; 
his merry dayes are ſpent; death was none of 
the welcomelſt friends, and yetdeath is beſt wel- 
come? 
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come: why, what is the matter? forſooth it is 
this z The terrours of Godare now vpon him, 
the corments of hell ſo paine his ſoule, that per. 
force he muſt toanother place, and poore ſoule 
hehath little ſhife; either hee niuſt anguiſh on 
the racke on carth, or elſe once for all plunge 
himſelfe inco the depth of hell, his now anguiſh 
puts him vpon the latter choice,-an vnhappie 
choice, Bur hence weſcewhata wofull thing ir 


is to be ſicke of conſcience, as the Poct ſpeakes, Ewrigid. 
When the Lord turnes looſe the conſefence pn, , 


of a wicked man vpen him, hee is notableto 
ſtand againſt ic : the conſcience awakened is 
like a Beare enraged,it teares a man in peeces,it 
falls vpon him like ſome mightie tower, and 
crulhes him to powder  itis like a gowtie ioint, 
ſo ſore and painful, that it cannot endure it ſelfe, 
as Bernard ſpeakes, for proofe whereof I might 
call rowitneſſe the fearful agonies of Gods dea- 
reſt ſeruants ; if we looke into the Word, how 
was Danids ſpirit wounded, his bones bruifed,as. 
he mot feelinglyſpeakes: if-vnco our owne cx- 
perience,how many haue we'ſcene (whom our 
foules durſt neuer cenſure, but much approue ) 
lie panting and groaning vnder the wounds of 
conſcience. O what horrors;feares,apprehenfi- 
ons, hauethe tongues and faces of faithfull men 
emplyed to, ſtanders by; and if their agonies 
haue beene ſuch, when they haue beene but in 
part weunded, and withall ſecretly ſuftained 
what thett muſt the: caſe” of ' the wicked _ 
| I E; 
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be,when his conſciencefals with full weight vp- 
on him, and there is no ſupporting ? I may 
notſo abuſe your patience, as to enlarge my 
ſelfe into particulars , Salomon ſhall ſuffice vs, 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare, Prou. 18. 4. 
The Gout, Stone, and ſome other diſeaſes 
are in themſclucs almoſt vaſuffcrable, yer the 
ſpirit of a man (ſuſtained with hope,and ſtreng- 
thened by God) may ſomewhat tugge with 
them ; but when the ſpirit that ſuſtaines all, is it 
ſelf&wounded;when God that other-where ſup 
ports, becomes an enemie : Who, who ({aith $4- 


 lomon) can beare that. 


Reaſon. 


Indeed (Fathers and Brethren) who can beare 
that, when there is not a creature to a creature, 
weakneſſe to weakneſſe, but a finite creature 
muſt encounter an infinite power, weakneſle 
muſt fight with ſtrength, man with God : alaſſe 
when the heauens fal ypon a poore worme,muſt 
he notneeds downe ? when /#da« ſhall hauc the 


carth againfthim,and hell againſt him,and hea- 


uen againſt him,and himfelfe againſt himſclfe, 
muſt he not needs ſhrinke ? for proofe therefore 
Ile ſay no more : lend me (I pray you)alittle pa- 
rience, till I haue made ſome application, and 
He coaſt with all ſpeed vpon a Concluſion. 

Is it thus with wicked men, when once their 
conſciences be awakened,that they are ready to 
leape into the flames to eſcape the fire > Who 
then that hath the bowels of a man within him, 
can chooſe bur pitic the great vnhappineſle of 

vnrepen- 
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vnrepentantperſpns ? poore wretches they goe 
on in a ſinfull path, and feareno harme, their 
conſciences {[cepe,and therefore they hope they 
ſhall neuer wake : Bur jt maynotbe fo, when 
they hauc long purſued their conſciences, their 
conſcience at laſt will purſue them ; after a long 
filence it willſpeake,and ring them ſuch apeale, 
that they will be at their wits ends. Sometimes 
in this life a ſparke of hell falls vpon the wicked 
ſoule, and then where is he? can he quench this 
flame with the pureſt wines, ſhake off cheſe fits 
with a pcale of laughter; can he out-ride the 
ſcriches of his conſcience as hee followes his 

ame ? can he drowne that noiſe with his cries 
and hubbubs ? can he forget thoſe gripings in 
his buſieſt tales,*or leaue his conſcience behinde 
him in any place? no, no, his conſcience is his 
conſtant keeper,and cries vpon him in thenight 
ſleeping,in the day waking,in his greateft mirth, 
in his buſieſt ſports : nay what ſpeakeI of mirth 
and ſports? the heart is now irnployed about 
another buſineſſe; thedeſires are full of ſolitati- 
nefſe, the thoughts as blacke as hell irſelfe z the 
Deuill (faith he) what creature is he ? my fleſh 
trembles,yert would I mightſcchim:hell (thinks 
he) what place is that? fith chither I muſt, I 
would I knew the worſt: theſe, theſe be the dif 
mall thoughts of a deſperate heart, witneflc 1@- 
das, heecomes to the Prieſts and lookes vpen 
them, they cannot eaſc him ; he takes his money 


and lookes vpon thae, it cannethelpe him; hee 
I 2 walkes 
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walkes forth and lookes vpen thelight, and is 
weary of thar;zhepaſles by men,he hath nothing 
tolay, heis beſt alone z nay not alone,ifthere be 
any hope, it is in hell, if any comfort, it is a- 
moneſtdeuils ; thither will 1wdas to ſeeke it; Oh 
miſery, oh death, oh hell, when a man muſt to 
hell for caſe, rodamncd ſpirits for comfort ; O 
T«d as, ludas, whitherwilt thou next > when thou 
waſt onearth, the paſſage to hell was cuer caſie; 
but being there; there is no returae 3; now thou 
art gone, all is gone, thy caſe is hopeleſle and 
helpleſle: what might wee ſay to keepe others 
from thelike, will no one offender take warning . 
by 1#das ? will men fay, that his ſine was-cx- 
traordinary ? Alas, had not our finnes betrayed 
Chriſt to 1#das, he could neuer haue betrayed 
him to the Prieſts, Will they ſay that his iudge- 
ment is vnuſuall, where one is thus affrighted, a 
thouſand dic in peace ? Alas, what skills it whe- 
ther the conſcience be awakened an houre be- 
fore death,or an houreafter > Awakened it muſt 
be, if not in this life, yet immediately after 
death, And what is the differEnce 2 Firſt, There 
isa particular;Secondly.,A general Iudgementr: 
rhere will be a reſurreRion, and then all bookes 
muſt be opened.O my Brethren let me make one 
argument more, for the rowſing of the ſecure, 
and then Ile end this heauie viſe, which is as te-. 
dious for me to ſpeake,as for you to heare, VVas 
 tudas thus diſtreſſed when as hee was yet on 
earth,when heſtood before baſe and finfull men; 
| = when 
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when his conſcience had him inchace for one 
only {inne againſt his Maſter ? then tell me how 
the vnrepentant ſhall doe, when they muſt ap« 
peare. before Chrift the glorious Iudge, when 
their conſcicnces ſhall! be fully awakened; when 
they ſhall be indited in the face of all the world, 
and acculcd of all the ſinnes they euer commit- 
ted, > Vill one finne thus preſſed by the conſci- 
ence, make one weary of lightand life; make 
onethrow himſelte deſperately into the flames, 
that ſo he may find death by death? What mar- 
uell then though impenitent finners doe reach 
for death at the laſtday, and catch after,and cry 
vponcuery creature, O mountaines, Q graucs, 
feas, beaſts, all or ſome, hide vs fromhim that 
ſitreth vpon the. Throne, O that there were an 
heart in the godlefſe ro make their vic ofthis: 
But we mult leauethem., |. :; | 
Secondly, as for.our ſelues-{ fathers andbre- 
thren) fith tais ciuill war berweene man and his 
conſcience is ſo bloody,what remaines bur that 
we be verie carefullro keep-our peace with; hea- 
uen, hauing once:concluded it? Atthelcaſtlec 
it be our care to keep our ſelues from thoſe ſins 
that ſet che conſcience on crying :.truth it is,the 
wounded ſoule cannot beare:the weight of any 
finge :: Bur: yet: there is adifference; ſome doc 
more waſte and hauocke, more affright and 
twinge the conſcicnce than other ſome; as all 
ſhould bediſclaimed, ſb theſe in eſpeciall fort 
abhorred, *£1 
"1 I 3 And 
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And here (iftime would grant mee leaye) I 
would giue way to my difcourſe,and lay before 
you ſuch finnes which in my ſhort experience I 
hauec found to offer greateſt violeace to diftre(- 
{ed foules ; bur in this haſte TI may onely intreat 
euery chriſtian ſoule that fcares ſuch plunges, 
heedfully ro auoid feurc things ; 

' Thefirſt is Popery, a religion (if it may bee 
lawfulko clotheſo foule a matter with ſo faire 
a terine ){o prodigious, ſo ftrangely abhoxring 
from truth and peace, . as that tcanafford no 
peace of conſcience to any many well may a 
Papiſt dead and ſeare his confeience, and get 
ſuch a cruſt vpon it, that nothing can entcrir 
without extreme violence; but this Ile confi- 
dently auouch , that when the conſcience is 
once awakened, heauenly peace will neuer enter 
till popery goc out: I ſpeake not here of a point 
or two, butof the whole body, its ſuch a buil- 
ding, that true peace canneucr dwell in; men 
may pleaſe themſclues in their diſputes, but ler 
a man hold to his death-bed, all their tenents 
couching Tuftification, the ftate of Saluation , 
auricular Confeflion, workes of Regeneration, 
vowes of Perfe@tion, &c. and if his conſcience 
hath any life or ſenſe, it finkes him, as we read 

pelufiific. 1.5. of many,or clſe driues him to Bellarmines, Twtiſ- 

cap-7-P"92\-3* Grmams, and forces him to confefſe, That in truth 
its beſt to repoſe ones ſeif wholly vpon the mer- 
cie of God in Chrifi, But this for point of judg- 
ment, 


The 
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The three next things concernepraQtiſez and 
firſt, be wee all afraid of vnnaturall finnes, ſuch 
as Judafſes murther was, for theſe thruſt ſore ar 
the confcience z if you marke it, you ſhall Fnde 
that diſtreſſed conſciences are moſt perplexed 
ordinarily with the breaches of the fixt and ſe- 
uenth Commandements; the ſixt in caſe of mur- 
ther , which the naturall conſcience abhors ; 
the ſeuenth, becauſe that either ſome violence. 
is offered ro the light of nature by darke pra- 
Eiſes, or elſe ſome ſecond perſon is fercht with- 
ina guilt, and thecry is great when two ſoulcs. 
cry at oncefor vengeance, 

Here therefore let mee intreat the younger ,. 
if either they loue peace, or feare theſe helliſh 
ſhakings and ſcorchings, to hauean eieto theſe 
two Commandements : ſinnes.of blood will 
worke a'gaſtlineſle, and ſinnes of vnclcannefle 
will make the conſcience ſtare,and the more vr= 
natural] they be, the more hideous cries they 
raiſc. 

The next thing I name is vnprofitableneſſe , 
when a'man hath either no calling, er is vouſe- 
full in his place: one would little rhinke how 
death will ſhake the man that hath beene vnpro- 
fitable in his life, when his heart ſhall ſay vnto 
him vpon his death-bed, Now thou art called 
ypon to die, and thou artyet to live; now thou. 
muſtout of the world, before thou haſt done a-- 
ny goodin the world; now thou muſt be anſwe- 


rable for all the houres, and daies, and yeeres, 
ans which 


Senecd, 
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which lauiſhly thou haſt worne out,. and bee 
ftraitly examined what workethou haſt done for 
ſo much wages; why, ſuch a greeting will bee 
ſufficient to aſtoniſh one,and to make ones fleſh 
cotremble; and ſucha time will come, my bre- 
thren, ourglaſſe yill bee once runne, our daies 
ended, our cics cloſed, our waics examined, 
Bleſſed ſhall hee bee that ſo liued as he was de- 
ſired ; ſodied, as that hee was miſſed: Vp then 
and bedoing whilſt yeares and ſtrength permit; 
ſo long as there be arts to bee ſtudied, hiſtories 
to bee read, people to beinſtructed, pupils to be 
caught, Papiſts ro bee confuted, fathers ro bee 
purged, ſeruice to be done to God your Father, 
the Church your Mother, benot idle, remem= 
ber whatthat Romane could ſay in ſomewhat a 
differing ſenſe; Its better for a man to be dead, 
than not to liuc; and whats idlenes buta liuing- 
dead-mans graue.? | 1h 
The laſt thing I would difſivade(vpon this oc- 
caſion) is prophaning of holy things, a finne 
which after calling workes Gods ſeruants the 
greateſt wae,and weighs heauily vpon the ſoul: 
the holy things of God are to bee vndertaken 
with holieſt affeions, and higheft reuerence, 
hee that will bee negligent in matters of the 
ſoule, in pafſages with higheſt maicſty, where 
will hee be carefull > Are weethen to pray ? let 
vs call our ſoules.into Gods preſence, and not 


| flubber ouer his ſeruices: Are we to fing 2 let vs 


yoake heart and tongue, together, and nor di- 
Uorce 
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uorce what God hath ioyned: Are wee to re- 
cciue the Sacrament, and fit.at Gods table? ler 
vs comeas to the feaſt of God, nor man : Are 
wee to heare the wore? let vs traucl}-with our 
hearts, that our ſoules may feele what God 
ſpeakes : Are wee to preach the Word? lets not 
play vpon Chriſts ſpeeches as wee would vpon 
Ariftotles,but handle ſpiritual! chings with ſpiri- 
tuallhearts, ; 

Theſe thingsifwe carefully heed, making it our 
ſtudy to auoid thoſe preſſing euils,& next todo 
che contrary duties, our comfort ſhall bec farro 
greater,our terrors far fewer than 7udaſſes were, 
and chis (though aot enough, yet) in this hafte 
muſt now ſuffice for this point: you would think 
mee oucrbold if I ſhould proſecute another 
point :, may I with your fauours alittlementi- 
onit,. and I ſhall thinke my ſelfe beholding to 
your patience, oy OE! | 

Something hath beene ſaid to the execution 
itſelfe : ſtay wee our thoughts vpon the execu- 
tioner :the executioner and malefaQtorare one 
and the ſame, /uda;what was he? he was ſome- 
times a hearerof Chriſt, adiſciple, a publiſher 
of the Goſpell. {g 
-  Tathe firſt voyage to the holy land, who more 
forward than Jud: hee wrought miracles, hee 
preacht the:Goſpell, none more, yet 1odas that 
could comfort others, cannot helpe himfelfe 
hee that could diſlodge theenemy in anothers 
campe, is ſurpriſed —_ oWne. ha _ 


DoF. 
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In him we ſce the lot.of wicked men; though 
happily. they can comfort others, yet in extre- 
mity themſclues ſinke vnder deſpaire : wicked 
men do bur ſpcakelike Balaews Aﬀſe,ro anothers 
ynderſtanding, not their owne:: looke vpon 1#- 
das at one time, and youſhall finde him in his 
ſpeeches fullof comfort ; let him praiſe vpon 
another, and hee can apply the beſt cordials ; 
Chriſt (can he ſay) is come to binde.the broken, 
rocnlarge the priſoners, to ſaue the loft ſheepe 
6f Iſcacl; theres no reaſon that any ſhould de- 
ſpaire hauing ſuch a Sauiour: but when it comes 
to his owne. particular, and its: ficthe phyſitian 
ſhould healc himſelfe, Chriſt is as no'Chriſt to 
him, the Goſpell as no Goſpell ; hee is as farre 
from comfort,as if he had never preacht Chriſt: 
thus Iudas drefies good meat for others, 'but he 
(the Cooke) hath leaſt part inithi@ſelfe ;, nay; 
that which refreſhes another, makes him ſicke ; 
and takes away his ftomacke. # 

I cannot ſpeake my. minde at this time: of this 
point, proofes therefore Ile forbearc;; onely its 


needfull for me.to cxprefle my ſelfe more fully 


in this point, & then L apply and then I end: for 
explication in an Auditory ſo profound, Thane 
ſaid enough, if I pur you in mindeof a two-fold 
diſtinion; we muſt-make a diffetenceberveer 


being tempred to deſpaire,and\bucrcomi'of des 


ſpaire : for temptation, its out of queſtion thar 
a good man may betempted todeſpaire,as well 


tO 
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to bee, obſcrucd, according ro'the accepti- 
on of the word : forif wee ſpeake atlarge, a 
man may bee ſaid to bee ouercome when for a 
ſeaſon hreis foyled: if preperly a manis then 
ſaid ro be ougrcomewhenhe is, firſt, wholly, 
and ſecendly,finally vanquiſhed, hence we grow 
to theſe concluſions ; | 7 
Firſt, a good man may both in ſome particu- 
lar point, as alſo.in the maide matterrouching 
his:'owne ſaluatien, be ſofoiled.cthat forthe pre- 
ſent Sathan may ſeeme to winne the field. 
\Secondly,'no.good man(bur onely the wic- 
Led) ican fully and finally bee ouercomeef de- 
dire3 bliiov £9 EE , (I E310 WEILL L935 %42 
'"Thitdly, wee muſt know,that the difference is 
wide betwceene hauing comfort, and having the 
ſenſe and feeling of it : a good man may bede- 
priued -of the ſenſe and feeling of 'eomfort' as 
much asatiy, bur neicher of a'rigtitt0 it,” nor 
offeflion of it za wicked man may befarre from 
all ſenſe.” - iT LON: 136 12061 
\Tofall:vpon that T'aime at 5 Wice'may dif 
ccrne.a three-fold difference betweewthe Saints 
eryalls and the reprobares'Ueſpaires,Þ | ' 
The farſt is, in their emranceinto'thecombar, 
che deuillcomes vponthe wicked /as a thieefe vp: 
oritheidmnkenerauclcy;;emberhee knocks hit 
downe-atthefirſtbloiy ;orviſeraieshisrreaſtire 
without any reſiſtance iburt the godly like a ſo- 
. ber maniſuſpe@satheefe before hand, hath his 
weapons-ready; - ftands: vpay: his'puard; ati 
K 2 fights 
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fights fo long as hee canſtand;hewill plead for 
truth ; ſtand for the truth of heauen cry out of 
theft'ril the deuil hath either gag'd him by feare, 
or cheated him by craft. - 
Theſccond is in the very foyleza wicked man 
is a meere coward, when thedeuill hath bound 
him, hee dares not ſtirre, nor mouean eye, nor 
breathe, bur lies as ifhee were:quiredead, as in- 
deed he is. But contrarily, # godly.man,though 
he be bound and taken priſoner,'yet he is ſuſtai- 
ned witha ſecret hope; andthoughina paſſion 
he will ay, he ſhall dyethe deuils priſoner, yet 
anott will correct himſclfe ::againe, 'though'rhe 
deuill ftand oucr him, as if hee would cntihis 
throat incaſe heſtird; yetnowand thenhewill 
ſigh & ſteale a looke towards heauen,and giuea 
gird toget from Sathan: nay,though thedeuill 
bath ſo: guld} him;' thatnow hee is made for his 
fide,8& wholly bends hinifelfs co plead the deuils 
cauſe againſt God and the truth. it ſelfe,: yer is 
there an holy ſeed abiding in him,and a ſparke 
of heauen, which willeftſoones vtter it. ſelfe ro 
the cie of ethers, thoughnot tohis feeling. - 
The third is in the iflue and delinerance: when 
the deuill ſeizes vponi the reprobate, hee carries 
himquiteaway into his-awne countrey, as wee 
RENO, But:thoug _ _ and binde, 
and carry away.:captiue the godly 'man;'' yet 
Chriifthe Captaine ofthe rw ockis 
to his ſuccour,and reſcues him firſt or laft,ſome- 


times the deuill is got tothe gates of wag 


(5 
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hell, ſometimes he hath halfe executed the pri- 
ſonerere ſuccour comes z yct then comes com- 
fortvponthe wings of the winde the heauenly 
ſouldiers carry the ſoule to heauen, which the 
Beuillhad deftinated to hell: thus the Lord be. 
fore the foile, helpes, inthe foile ſuſtaines, after 
the foile, redeemes his priſoner, Bur thus it is- 
not with. 7#das, with any reprobate the firſt 
blow ſmices him downe, the ſecond makes him 
yeeld, the third kils-him out-right : Zadas is my 
warrant onthe one ſide, 0b ſhould haue beene 
on the other, if I could haue ſtayed:buta word 
or two by way of applicacion; nad youarecaſed 
of me. _ OT | 
Ts it thus with wicked men, that they carue all: 
the beſt from themſclues? This may lefſon in 


two words two forts of men , Firſt, Hearers,- 


they muſt nor pleaſe themſclues (as moſt doe) 
witha ferme 5 burmuſt (as all ſhould.) Jabouri 
for thepower of godlineſſe in-theirlmes;hethar 
is wiſe, let him be wiſe for himſelfegand-he thar 


will haue- comfort in time of trouble; let him. 


makeirhis owne in time of peaceand truce, clſe 
 whartwill itauaile: him to comfort: others,: and 
finke himfelfe, to haueithatfor others, which 
himſelfe hath leaft vic of? - -- | 


- Theſecond ſort arePreachers, and here all of: 
thisranke muſt be inereatcd to preach withthe: 


heart, as well as with the head; to fall-to them-: 
ſelucs, as wellas carue to others; painful ſtudie 


beforc-hand, ang a cleanly conueyance of mat-- 
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rers ſo ſtudied, are things which my ſoule can 
ſooner reuerence, than reach vnto: I am.ſo far 
from diſliking either ſtudie in priuate, or order 
in publike, or from thinking thoſe the beſt Ser- 
mons that are moſt ſudden,that I hauecuer held 
ita prophaning of the VVord,to handle it negli- 
gently: know mens gifts and occaſions are ve- 
_ rydifferent, ſome haue more leiſure to contriuc, 

more ſufficiencie to put off their matter, than 
other ſome : I know alſo, that God will ſome- 
times abaſe his children in the very time of de- 
livery, when they are beſt prouided ; that ſo he 
might be acknowledged and ſought vato, beth 
in ſtudy and Pulpit, And thErefore when we of 
the lower forme d$e ſhew faithfulneſſe' ro our 
meaſure, itſhall be your part re giue vs that ac- 
ceptance that God himſclfe doth. Notwith- 
ſtanding all this, I hauecuer deemed it, a molt 
fhamefull thing fora man whexeſfocuer- (cſpeci- 


ally in ſich a: place asthis, wherehee,hath ſo 


muchtime,{@ many helpes, ſovnderfianding an 
auditory) to lye hewing ata textas if he would 
lame it;through his meere negligence, and nor 
any naturaPdefe&t.Ler men then ſtudy as much 
as they will beforc-hand (the more the better, if 
Gods glory be their aime) yea & deliuerit with 
the beſt art andeloquencetheycan, ſo they re- 
member thar-it is the beſt art to canceale Art,as: 


the Orator ſpeakes, and the beſt cloquence that. 


Howes naturally,and is not forced, (as cuer a na- 
tiue beauty is better than a painted face.) But. 
11} E 5 withall 
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withall let vs remember what Bernard faich (if - 
that booke De Conſcientia be his) that all bookes 
are written to informe .and amend this one 
booke of the Conſcienec ; all our reading, hea- 
ring, preaching, learning, muſt meet in this 
point; our aimein all muſt be our owne and o- 
thers reformation : therefore muſt we reade,ſtu-= 
dy, preach, that ourliues may be amended; all 
muſt be reformed to action, we mult notdwell 
in the porch of ſpeculation; what then we reade 
from others,let ys make it our owne for practiſe, 
and when we be to preach, let vs draw our mat- 
ter deeper than the head, and-ferch- ir further 
than from a booke; lervs fpeake out of our owne 
feeling, and from our owne experience, Like 
good Phyſitians, let vs-firſt praRiſe vpon our 
ſelues, and like kind ntrſes feed our hearers with 
that we hauecaten and made our owne; then 
ſhall our hearers hearts anſwer ours, as ones 
Spring doth another, and that ſhall they feele in 
thetr ſoules, which comes feelingly and heartily 
from ours ; then againe ſhall we haue ſo many 
arguments of comfort. e6 gur ſclues, as we haue 
framed to others, aud reape with others, that 
which we haue ſawen to others, whereas,other- 
wiſe if we take vp all vpon truſt from other men, 
and haue not grace to preach to our own hearts 
in ſecret, before we come in publique, we may 
(perchancc) ſpeake plauſibly, bur not powertful- 
ly, orrf roothers edifying, yetto our owne no 


great comfort, But after a fine diſcourſe of pa- 
tience 


Ad Nepotiae 
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tience we ſhallbe ſill froward ; of humility we 
ſhall be till proud, of coucrouſneſle ſtill world- 
ly,of the mercies of God {till comfortlefſe : Oh 
then let heart, and tongue, andlife agree toge- 
ther as they ſhould in Chriſts Miniſters, as 7e- 
rome ſpeaks, and let vs with Pa#l club down our 
owne bodies, left whenwe haue preacht to o- 
thers, we our ſeluesbe reproucable, 

Now the cuer blefled God which hath giuen 
vs to heare, giuevs alſo to obey his holy Word; 
Lord hcale vs of the faults reproucd in vs,helpe 
vs to doc the duties laid before vs; make vs con- 

ſcionablein our dealings withmen,carefull - 
to keepe our peace with thee, wiſe to 
ſaue our owne ſoules through 
. Chriſt our onely Sauiour, _ 
To whom &c, : 
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ACTS 24.16. 


And herein doe T exerciſe my ſelfe to haue al - 
Wates a ( onſcience voyde of offence t9- 


ward God, and toward men. 
-" 


> He words read were vtte- 
Wed by Paul , the place 
J ow, | Was 1. Czſarea, 
Q} 1 2. the iudgement hall : 

| chetime when, when Ter- 
tullas the O rator had made 
1p 2 burrer inuectiue againſt 
70 4 

ICH him; the manner how, by 
way FOE | Apologic and Defence , being deepely 
flandered. The order of them i is thus : 1. hee 
A 2 wipes 
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"66 Pauls Confidence; 


wipes away the Lawyers aſperftons in particular, . 


\ 2- giues account of his life in the generall, 


Andhere(for here lyes our buſineſleat this time) 
he doth two things, 1:he giues vs a ſumme of his 
Faith, ver/e 14.15. 2. of his Life, 16. In point 
of Faith and Profeſſion Paul and wee agree, in 
Life & Practice we are far wide; & therefore we 
will dwell vpon that this hourc. This verſe then 
containes the briefe and map of Pauls life; where 
firſt note his ation /exerci/e) Secondly, the ſub- 
ieR of it, Pauls ſeife . Thirdly, the obie of it, 


/ 


bu conſcience , Fourthly , the endof it, to hatte 


it voyde of offence 11 all caſes , towards all per- 


ſons. | | 

For the Firſt, Pau/ doth, as'Salomon bids him, 
ſer his boncs to worke, and all his ſtrength. Time 
hee neither idles nor fleights, bur vics both dili- 
gence, Skit and conſtancy rogether; for all theſe 
are wraprt vp in his word. 

For the Second, He thought it beſt husbandry 
rotill his owne ground, beſt policie to bee wiſe 
for himlelfe, and to keepe home , and therefore 
he takes himicifc to taske, and becomes his owne 
Phyſitian, | 

And in the third place, becaufetis as good doe 
nothing as nothing to the purpoſe ,- he makes 
ohoyce of a £00dſubic to worke vpon [conſti- 
ence.) Confeience is 2 thing much ralked of ; but 
lirt1} knowne, and yer lefle practiſed than vader- 
{od I meane nota ſchoole Leure,or Philoſo- 


phicall - 


Pauls Confidence. 

phicall Diſcourſe, yetmuſt expound my Text. 
Conſcience is conſidered two wayes ; one way by 
Philoſophers, another way by Diuines. Philoſo- 
phy and naturall Learning bring 'vs thus farre ac- 
quainred with the nature of Cerſcrence : 1, the | 
Maſters hereof (for the moſt part of them) make 
the ſoule a building conliſting of many roomes, 
ſome higher, {ome lower , whereof the higheſt is 
the vnderſtanding. This vnderſtanding is either 
ſpeculatiue, containing ſome generall notions 
and principles of truth ; or practicall, containing 
the like principles and axiomes of good things : 
for at the firſt there were (nay ſtill there are) ſome 

encrall principles, belonging: partly ro know- 

dee, partly to practice, leftin the ſoule of man, 
Now to this latter, belongs (in their judgement) 
Conſcience,whole office is to reaſon and diſcourſe. 
and therfore belongs to the vaderſtanding : An 
its worke lyes about that which 1s good-or bad, - 
at leaſt doable , and therefore belongs to that. 
part or reſpe& of the vnderltanding which is ter- 
med praciicall.- 

In this, thereis confidetable, 5. the nature, 
2.the working of Coxſciexce, The nature; ſothey' 
conceit of it,as of a naturall facultie in rhe vnder- 
ſtanding onely or chiefly, For the wotking, itac- 
compliſhes its owne operations, and driues thent 
to -an iſſue by diſcourſe, thus ; That which I 
would not haue done to mee,, I muſt-nordoe to 


others ; I would not have wrong done to mee; - 
A'*3 therefore- 


Cic. pro 
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therefore 8&c. This conclufion, is a concluſion of 
Conſcience ; & forthe premiſles they haue in their 


diftin& diſcourſes ſeucrall termes, : bur of them 
enough. | 
2 For Diuines ; We may diſtinguiſh theminto 


- two fourmes:: i. ſome are pen men of holy Writ, 


ſome only of private bookes. Theſe latter are not 
ſo atrentiue to the terme as to the thing;and ther- 
fore they call ſometimes the power of ſo reaſo- 
ning, ſomtimes the whole reaſon and ſyllogiſme, 
ſometimes each propoſition apart, ſomerimnethe 
cftetand conſequent following ſuchan applica- 
tion and concluftion, by the name of Conſcience. 
But now come tothe inſpired Prophets and A- 
poſiles,and there the word is vied(as other words 
of like nature in like caſes are)two waies, r. more 
ſtrictly and properly,when itis 1ovned with other 
taculties of the ſoule, as T!f.1.15. 1T7i#9. 1.5. 


Cluen, dixir In the firſt ir is differenced from the minde,in the 
couſcientians latter from the will. 2 More largely,when tis put 
wentis noſtre alone; and ſo it ſtands forthe whole hearr, ſoule 


oc. 


and ſpirit working inwardly vpon it ſelfe by way 
of reflexe. So the Hebrewes generally ſpakcqma- 
king heart,ſpirit, ſuule,conſcience, all one,cſpeci- 
ally therwo former, So Jobs ſpeakes in his firſt 
Epiſtle: Thus the word is here vſed,being refer- 
red both to God and man. Pawls conſcience, 
heart, and ſpirit, ſound one and the ſamething in 
this place ; the difference at the molt is but inthe 
manner of confidering. 

Well 


Paybs Confidence, 5 

Well, what would Pe«/ with his conſcience 7 
he would hane it voyde of offence : hewouldgoe 
an end in the waies of God, without halting, 
without ſtumbling , for thats his allufton. A wiſe 
Traveller, in a rough way, is loth to offend his 
foor,leſt that offend him : Paul is the ſame for his 
conſcience; by no mcanes would hee wound thar, 
leſt that ſhould wound him. Hence his ſtudie to 
keepe his Conſcience worde of offence * Offence 1 
ſay, firſt paſſive: whereby his ſpiric mightbegrie- 
ued, ſecondly, active : whereby his ſpiritmight 
gricue either himſelfe or others vnſeafonably . 
This was his ſtudy, 8 thus inoftenfiue 8 ſtraight 
hee would bee withmll perſons (God and Han) fo 
that his Conſcience ſhould not/bee vpon him for 
falrring with ggher,and(in allcaſes,by all means, =” 
or at all times) as his wordY$may indifferently bee Jg:Tovos, 
conſtrued. Thus liued Pau/ at laſt, who was ſo 
wildeatfirſt : why ſhould we deſpaire, hauing 
the ſameChirurgian? Bur of the Words io much. 
Now for Inftrudtions : your ſelues ſee many, let 
me commend the maine vnto you, and binde vp 
all inthis one, | , 

Doe, Chriſtians muſt haue a ſpeciall care of 
themſclues, that they doe not in any thing offend 
their owneconſciences. To keepe the conſcience 
from offence and hurt,muſt be the taske of euerie 
Saint. Looke how charie a proude woman is of 
her beaurie, a wiſe man of his eye, a weake man 
of his. ſtomacke ; ſo (and much more than ſo ) 

ſhould 


e Ats 23.1, 
& 2 (or,s. 
21. 


6 Pauls Confidence, 
ſhonld a Chriftian man be carefull of his conſct- 
ence,of his heart, Will you precept for this ? Ss- 
i502 (peakes home, Pro. 4.23. Aboue all watchings 
watch the heart @sc. That's therower that com- 
mands,and Conſcience is one of the Tewels thats 
there lodged. Will you example? One Paul is 
ſufficient :. Hee was once averſe enough,bur after 
conuerſion (.in point of faith) hee was all for 
Chriſt, (in point of life)all for conſcience,yc. 2 3. 
Heb.1t3.18. Will youreaſons 2 There are enow 
both forthe one andthe other , namely, for hee- 
ding ,;the conſcience firſt; andeach man his owne 
next. For the firſt, we will out of manie cull but 
two reaſons, # EY 
Reaſ,1. Giute the conſcience content and reſt, 
and it will pay thee a hundred folgd,, and proue to 
thee,(next to God its Maſter )the greateſt friend 
ja the world : .1. the trueſt friend ; whereas 0s 
thersare ſometimes too ſhort in reproofes, ſome- 
time in comforts; mutter and will not ſpeake out, 
bur thinke more than theyle ſay, and ſay more to 
others thanto thy face; this friend Conſcienceif 
thou deale friendly with it) will deale.fricndly 
with thee. This will round thee 1n the earegand 
ſay, This is well, howcuer itbe.taken , 8& therfore 
benot diſcouraged : this is naught, howeuer ap- 
plauded or painted,it is ſtark taringnaught, pride, 
hypocrifte,&c.thereforeamend. Ah (brethren !» 
asno friend lyes ſoncere vs, and can found vs {a 
ycllas coulcicnce, ſo none will deale fo plainely 
vvith 


| Pauls-Confidence. 7 
with vs.,if we doe not offend it. 

2 .Conſcienceis rhe faſteſt friend in the world, 
Others goe and come, andftand afarre off, now at 
hand,now I -know not-where; but conſcience is 
no ſtarter,its neuer from our-fides, our of our bo- 
ſomes.:,it rides with vs,irfirs with vs,ielyes with 
vs,it ſlceps,it wakes withvs : &asircanſay much 
from God and of vs, fo it will if not offended. 

The ſweeteſt friend in the world. A good 
cheerfull hearr (ſaith S9/omon)is acontinuall feaſt, 
Oh then a ſatisfied and pacificd conſcience, what 
is that? what ioyes be thoſe which will carrie a 
man out of the-carth, and make him ſay, Though 
I hanewife, childrcn, friends, wealth, houſe, 
health, caſe, honour,&c. after my owne heart, yet 
theſe are nothing to my contentments within 2 
What joies thoſe that will make one fing vnder 
the Whippe , at the Stake, in the Flames 2 
Oh Conſciencc, thou haſta ſpeciall gift in com- 
forting, that canft makethe patient laugh-when | 
the ſpeQators weepe z and carrie traile ag 
ing and reioycing through a world of bonds, 
rods, ſwords,racks, wheeles, flames, ſtrappado's.! 
theſc ioyes be ſtrong , vnſpeakeable indeed, this 
peace paſsing mans vnderſtanding &c. Phil.g. 

4 The {ureſt friend in the world, Other 
friends loue not to cometo a ſicke mans bedde 
fide, or if fo, they cannot. /abide to heare his 
grones,to ſeca dead manzatthe moſtthey.can bur 
follow one to the .graue * but Conſcience will 
make ones bed in fickneſſe, and ceuſe him to » 

B t 
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the ſofter; will ſtand by him: when he groanes, 
and doc him comfort ; will hearten him vpon 
death, when i its comming; andfay, Thy Redce- 
mer liveth: ;will whiſper to-him when departing , 
andſay, Thy warfare is accompliſhed ; will lodge 
the bodie ia graue as ina bed ; manne the ſoule ro 
heauen, and make him able tolooke God in the 
face without any terrour : Sofaft a friend is this, 
that when riches , husband, parents ,. friends, 
breath, life ; nay, patience, hope, faith, haue lefe 
vs, in ſome meaſure, this willnor leaue vs. And 
would not ſuch a friend, a friend ſortrue, firme, 
kinde, ſure, be much made of 2 ſhallſucha one 
be offended ? 

Reaf. 2. The conſcience offended becomes the 
ſoreſt enemie. The greateſt friends are bittere(t 
foes when once divided: no wars to ciuill.to do- 
meſticall warres. The neerertheworſe : and the 
conſcience is neereſt; and thereforecif an enemy ) 
the heauieſt. * 

"For this enemy is, r: atnoydible: -Others may 
be kept off with ſtrength , or put off with skill : 
but fo will not confcience : nobarres, no bolts, 
nobulwarkes, can keepe that from thy table, thy 
bed. Belſbezzar may ſooner keepe outten thou- 
fand Medes,than one conſcience : That will paſſe 
throughallhis Officers to his Preſence ; and in 
the face of his Nobles and Concubines arreſt 
bit,”and ſhake him in'defpight of his ſecuritie, 
Not will this watchfull Officer be bobd with a 


bundle 
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bundle of diſtintions and euaſions. When God 
ſers it on worke, it marcheth furiouſly like /eby, 
and will take thee vp with his anſwer, What 
peaceſo long as thy whoredom and fins remain ? 
As thers no reſpondenr like conſcience, ſono ob- 
ieorlike torhar. A man may makeaſhitt with 
a wrangling Sophiſter, with the Diuell himſelfe, 
better than with his conſcience. For no DiueH 
knowes that by me, which Id6e by my ſelfe: 

And the conſcience ſhall haue hearing when the 
Diael ſhall not;for conſcience is the Kings Solli- 
citor, andſpeakes forthe great King, | 

2. Thisenemie 1s vnlufferable : it ſtrips vs at 

one ſtroke of all other comfort. A ficke tomack 

makes one wearie of his bzd, chaire, chamber, 

houſe, meats, drinks ; yea, that meate thar be- 

fore muchpleaſed, now encreaſeth hisfickneſle : 

So doth a ſficke conſcience; it takes away the rel- 

liſh of all naturall comforts, of allſpirituall ex- 

erciſes and ordinances ; and makes one a bur- 

then and terrour to himſelfe. 2. it fils one full 

of horrours and vnhappineſſe. A wounded ſpirit 
who can beare © the Stone, Goute, Strangury, 
who can beare? Yes, 8&c. But when the pillars 

are ſhaken , that which ſhould beare vp all is 

wounded ; when the heauens fight againſt a man, 

and a poore creature muſt wreſtle with infinite 
juſtice, power, &c. oh howhard is this' ? The 

wrath of a King is terrible, the rage of Scas, of 
Fires, of Lyons; bur ſtill here is creature againſt 
3. creature, 


_ Pauls (onfidence, 
creature, weake toweake : but who knowes the 
power of Gods anger, ?/al. go2 Whocan ſtand 
before that conſuming fire © not Men , nor 
Mountaines , not Angels. The terrours of 
.God -and anguiſh of fpirk caſts the Diuell 
himſelfe into a frenzie, and makes him mad ; 
nay,a wounded ſpirit made theHeire of all things 
vtter his griefes in theſe ſad termes (ay God, my 
God, 8c.) That which athouſand mockes, renne 
thouſand priſons and perſecutions could not have 
done; this one alone, when nothing elſe ailed 
him, was abletoctkea : and therefore good rea- 
ſon haue we to guard this part, and:-to-giue our 
fpirits no occaſion of gricfe, And forthe firſt; 
theſe Reaſons ſhall ſerue the turne, | 
Now touching the ſecond. Euery man muſt 
keepe his own vine, and pleaſe his owne conſci- 
ence, Why * Hold ſtill whileſt Ipoure in theſe 
Reaſons, becauſe I amvin haſte. 1. Tis fit that e- 
uery one ſhould be beſt ſcene in his owne Booke: 
ms a thouſand pities, that inthis bookithage, 
this Book of Conſcience is leaſt ſtudied. 2: This 
is a meare-ſtonethat dinidesthe Chriſtian andthe 
Hypocrite, The Hypocrites knowledge runnes 
outward and fromward, the-Chriſtians lookes 
inwardand reflects vpon it ſelfe : the ones is ſci- 
ence, the othezs conſcience , the one louesro be 
doing with other mens conſciences:-, the other 
with his owne. 3: Heres thetriall of a mans wiſ- 
dome. Hethats wiſe (ſaith Sa/omes) will be wiſe 


for 


4 
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for himſelf ; and, The righteous hath care of his 
owne ſoule. 4. This watching at home, keepes 
out pride, indging in bufinefles abroad, makes 
one quiet with others, tame in himſelfe, low and 
baſe before God in his owne eyes.. But wee muſt 
away. 5. He will beeaforry Phyfician to-others 
that hath neuer preiſed ypon himfelfe in this 
kinde, &c. 

Yſe 1. Heres matter of complaint and chiding. 
I told youat firſt, that weare of Peawls Faith, not 
of his Life. Tis true in this ſenſe : Pe#/profefied 
the truth of Chriſt, ſo doe we ; heecallec vpon 
Gods Name, ſo we ; he gaue aſſent tro the Word 
written, fo we ; hee apprehendedalifeto come 
and reſurreRtion,, ſowee : But now Perl dwels 


nor in proteſtations and ſpeculations ; but hee 


comes to praQtice, . to conſcience : here we leaue 
bim. In this agc, conſcience1s vſed as loue is : 
We ſpendall in words, and ſend it away in com- 
plements; we keep-none our ſelues..we haue(onr 
exerciſes) now ; but they arc exerciſes of- Þodie, 
of eſtate, of wit, of memorie, of learning, they 
bee notexerciſes of conſcience . No ſoonercan 
you namethe thing befere ſome kinde of Scho- 
lers,bur they are preſently diſputing, What think 

ou? Isconſcience an ac,an habit, or a faculrie, 
or thewhole ſoule with its eyes inward * or what 
is it £ They ſpend thetime in defining it, rather 
than in refining and reforming of it. Hereof 


comes it,that wheathey are ſent for to a icke pa- 
B 3 tient, 


Tam. 3.1. 
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rent, they be as farrezoſecke, as that Phyſician 
who hath read much, but practiſed nothing. And 
for the many, once mention conſcience,and they 
will quickly put you by with a rude Prouerb, 
Thar conſcience was hanged a great while agoe. 
Thus the terme is now growne odious, the thing 
it ſelte a meere ſtranger. Certainely,ris few mens 
exerciſceto ſtudy conſcience , their (owne) con- 
ſcience. Indeede Flyes are buſie about others 
ſores,& ſo is the worldabout others conſciences. 


' Every onenow isa maſter, nay one man is many 


maſters, He will ſit and keepe Court in the con- 
ſcience of a thouſand ; Lord it ouer his brethren, 
his betters ; iudging all callings, all profeſſions, 
all conſciences, but his owne. I will not ſpend 
breath vpon ſuch as barke atall good , becauſe 
they would haye none inthe world. I wiſh that 
all the paines of ſome Proteflors were not ſpear 
in this ; euen in rifling others conſciences,rather 
than cheir owne. Religion,religion is ſomething 
elſerhan a iudging of other men. After meate, 
the heate ſhould repayre homeward; not flye as 
farre off from the heart and ſtomacke,as the body 
will beare it : and when we haue heard a Sermon 
of conſcience,we ſhould tecoyle vpon our ſelues, 
with, What hane I done 2 or,Whar ſhall I doe 2 
not looke vpon another, and carue all to him, 
much lefle flye vpon them whoſtand as farrc off 


vs, asSthe King hath land. Oh men vnwiſe, who 


2re more troubled with others diſcaſes than their 


own; 
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owne ; and more deſirous of peacein their neigh- 
bours houſes than at home. Well, Paul would 
haue beene ſorry to-fee his neighbour ſuffer ſhip- 
wracke : buryer hee is moſt chary of his owne 
veſſel] , left that ſhould daſh and receiue ſome 
braife : by no meanes would hehaue his conſci- 
ence offended. But out vpon ſuch Chriſtians as 
this age brings forth , feare of man, hope of gain, 
loue of honour, of caſe,of fauour, wilkmake them 
runouer their conſcierice and all Gods mounds. 
Rather than the man will endure the frownes of 
his Maſter,the wife of her husband, the tenant of 
his Landlord, hee will lye,coufin, ſweare, runne, 
ride,doe anie thing on the Sabbath : nay, for one 
pound, ſhilling,groar,penny,you may hyreaman 
rogaſhihis conſcience; fo little care haue men of 
]iuing itoffence. But how farre ſtretches Pauls 
care Toall cafes, to all perſons. To all? To all 
certainly.at all times : firſt,cowards God,ſecond- 
ly,towards mian. Towards God :. Marke this all 
yee Ciuilians, that cry out as Nebuchadnezzar, 
Daex.3;of diſorder, ſo yee of Conſcience, What 
conſcience, what conſcience-? when you are 
worſtyour ſclaes.. A good conſcience muſt be- 
gin with God; you'neyther begin nor end there. 
A mecrecarnallciuill man isall for man, nothing 
for God: hepayesmen their owne,liues quietly. 
and fairely: tro the world-ward- , and therefore 
thinks himſclfe a man of conſcience. But what 


conſcience is in this,to deale wel with the ſubiet 
and: 
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and not with the Prince 2 What conſcience in 
breakingthe firſt article-of agreement berweene 
God and man , whichis, to know:him  Whar 
conſcience, to dwell in Gods houſe and pay him 
no rem: ; troenter intobonds, and ncuer thinke of 
payment ; to ſmite God with oathes for mans of- 
fences ; to ſteale away time from God, when hee 
hath giuen vs much £ Shew mee a meere carnall 
ciuill man that makes conſcience of the firſt, (e- 
cond,third, or fourth Commandement ; of get- 
ting-hnowledge ; of ferting vp God in his houle , 
of forbearing an oath; of keeping the Sabbath, 

&c, Verily, where there is no God, there can be 
no confidence : And ſuch aman is without God 
inthe world. W? 

-.. For the ſecond, Pawul/s-conſtience reacht to 
men alſo, Letall Profeſſors (asthey wilbe called) 
notethis , A good conſcience begins with God, 
butends in Man. A conſcionable mangas he muſt 
bea profeſlor, hearer, louer-of the Word, a kee- 
pezof the Sabbath, a zealous obſetuerof the firſt 
Table : ſo muſthebe a peaceable,iuſ, ſober, free, 
kinde, honeft man, anddeale ſquarely, with all 
men. Thus it ſhould be - But Otimes,O man» 
ners ! now Profeſhon is become loathſome; and, 
to ſay the truth, the bchauiour of many is-ſuch, 

- that it would make an voſertled man callinto 

queſtion all Profeſſion, all Religion, all Conſci- 
encealmoſt, We talke of Conſcience; but where 

1s it © who makes conſcience of his _ Y 

who 
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who of his bargaines 2 who'of hisplace or pro- 
miſe 2 Euery man cries ovt of other : but who 
diſcharges his owne part 9 Wee haue a ſaying in 
Gods Book, He that prouides not for his kindred; 
is worſe than an Infidell. What cares the rich if 
his poore kinſman ſtarue £ We haue a precept, 
Husbandsloue your wiues : Whar conſcience is 
made of this? We haue a commandement, Speak 
not cuill of the ruler : Wee haue acharge, Doe 
good againſteuill : Acharge, Toylenot to bee 
rich, Defraud not, Whiſper not,&c. Acommand, 
Be rich in good workes : Fafhion not your ſelues 
ro the world : What ſhall's ſay tothefe things 2 
Is there aconſcience atall 2 Any certaintie inthe 
Wordatall: Any heauecn, any hell : What doe 
we meanthus to ſhubber ouer matters © If we be- 
leeue nothing, meane nothing in goodearneſt; 
why doe wee difſemble * why forbeare wee any 
thing ? If we be incarneſt in one comandemenr, 
why aotia all? If in one thing,why norin euery 
thing, as Pew was © He was ſtill like himfelfe, at 
all times.,in all caſes. We haue our reſerued caſes, 
One wilbea Chriſtian, and a man of conſcience : 
but hee hath his infirmitie ; hee doth nor loue his 
wife. Another will be your hearer : but hee muſt. 
live by hisrrade. A third will be your convert,ſo 
you will helpe him to aboue ten in the hundred :' 
the iuſt rate he likes not, it ſounds like Viurie; bur 
as. much aboucas you can, with a good conſci- 
ence, A fourth will giue ſomthingroa Preacher, 
C vpon 
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vpen condition he may bear the Preachers purſe, 
and bee his Farmor. A fifth will ride with you 
from morning to night ; ſo hee may hold his fin- 
ger ſtill in other mens ſores. Away, Hypocrites, 
away; make no more profeſſion, talke no more of 
it, till you meancto be honeſter men; citherfhew 
vs Paris conſcience,ornone. If youcannot reach 
this here ; yet you muſt that there, Hes. 13.18. 
Defire to live, &c. elſe there is no truth in you, 
nocomfortfor you, no heed toberakenof you, 
downeyoumwill when a little preſt, like a hollow 
wall. 

2. Allyec of Pags Profeſkon, vie this exerciſe, 
ceaſe from others ; beginne with your ſclues; 
trauell not ſo much for good houſes, good l- 
uvings, good faces, good heads, as for good con- 
ſciences ; ſceke notſo muchthe fauour of the 
world, the countenance of Princes, as of your 
owne conſcience. Here ſtudie, here ſweat, here 
labour to be throughout blameleſſe.Oh the peace 
of a quiet and well pleaſed conſcience is great ! 
the boldneſle of him thar hath it,is great; heeats 
well, ſleepes well, dwels well, lives well, hceis 
in muck ſafety, hee can hold vp his face ioytully 
before a world of accuſers. Soisnorthevncon- 
ſcionable : Euery buſhis a man, every man an 
encmic, euery leafe an executioner. A ſound of 
feare is in his cares , and thenoyſeof troubles 
makes him aske, Who can ſtand before a continu- 
all burning * As for liberrie, thats loſt : he muſt 


not 


= 
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not ſpeak againſtothers;leſt they ſtophis mouth : 
he muſt bee a ſcruant to euery one, of whom hee 
would borrow 2 good word. For the purpoſe : 
Say a man be couctous ; how muftheecrouch ro 
eucry one for his word © how many apologies 
and excuſes muſt he drop at euery doore 2 wher- 
as a good confcience concludes, I haue done my 
beſt ; and now ler them ſay their worft, I will 
weare itas-2 Crowne - Wellthen, fith-ſo many 
ſweet things be bound vpinconſcience ; peace, 
comfort, courage, libertic ; cſteemeit highly, 8& 
reſolue with Pu, I had rather dyethan loſe my 
rcioycing this way. Loſe it if you will nor, take _ 
vp his exerciſe, and keep it from offence. Which 
that you may doe, I willſhew you theſe things. 

1, Whatitistooffend the conſcience : 2.what 
be the degrees of this offence : 3.what the means 
whereby : 4. what the remedies : 5. whatthe 
letts inthe yſe of theſe remedies, 

Firſt, to offend the conſcience,is totronble the 
welfare of it. T he foot isthen offended,when the 
health of it is impeached, and theexerciſe of it 
hindered, thateither ir cannot ſtir at all; or nor 
ſtraightly, and withany eaſe. Thinke the ſame of 
confdience< the health ofit ſtands in three ;, 1.. in 
the cleareneſle of ir :; 2.in-the goodnefle of it : 
3- inthe liuclineſſe and ſenfibleneſſe of its, as tis 
in theeye : the clearnefſe of it is double, 1. op- 
poſed to ignorance and deluſion: : 2. to hypo- 
crifie and falſenefle. The in of ic ſtands 

i 3 MY: 


pF, wotcs ors 
Prom.18. 
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in thequictneſſe and peace of it : And thereto is 
oppoſed, 1.a troubled conſcience, and, 2. abe- 
nummed conſcience. The rendernefle of the 
conſcience, is its quicknefe in apprehending irs 
owne eſtate, and iudging of-its owne doings : 
Whereto is oppoſed 1. afleepy, 2. adead and 
feared conſcience. When any thing is done or 
left yndone, whereby the cleareneſle, quietneſle, 
or working of the conſcience is any way impea- 
ched, then conſcience is offended. 

Secondly, the degrees of theſe offences are 
diuers , as a man may more orlefle wound his 
foot againſt a (tone. 1. there is a tempting of the 
conſcience: when a man vnreſolued of the law- 
fulneſle of a thing, venters vpon it as 2 meat 
neuertried before : 2. a wounding of the con- 
ſcience : whena manfor feare, hope, &c. doth a 
thing againſt knowledge : 3.a killing of it: when 
he trades in knowne fins, of purpoſe to pauc and 
brawne his conſcience. OT, : 

3. The mcanes, wherebythe conſcience comes 
to be offended, is double: 1. when weare wan- 
ting to it : 2. when wrongfull to it. Wanting, 
when we doe not watch arid faue the conſcience, 
as we doc the eye from dult. 2. When we do not 
ſpeedily looke ro wounds , if any. If any thing 
breed in the eye, it may ſoone be loſt : The con- 
ſcience 1s a veſlell char muſt bee wafht daily'cas 
_— eycs bee) and that by Repentance and 
Faith, 


3- When 


} 
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3 When weedoe noteſtabliſh the heartand 
.conſcience. A.weake childe ſoone ftumbles, vn- 
leſſe vpheld yſoconſcience. This muſt be vpheld 
firſt, by grace,ſecondly, by conference 8c. 

2 Wroengfullto ir, 1. when wee hinderthe 

worke of it: for cuery thing delights in aQting its 
owne operations : 2. when we force ſinne ypon 
| - againſt light of nature or grace,cſpecially groſle 
{innes. 
The remedies : x. Pacific it ; not by daw- 
bing &c.butby Gods meanes. 1. The finne of- 
fending muſt be-reuerſed ; as meate that will nor 
be digeſted : it ſticks as an arrow:in the fleſh, thar 
muſt be pluckt out by repentance and ſarisfaQti- 
ON. 2. Chriſt bloud applyed,the onely ſalue for 
aficke ſoule. 2. When reconciled, peace muſt be 
maintained. Here take theſe rules : x. do nothing 
wilfully againft conſcience ; 2. nothing doubt- 
ingly when reſolution-may be had, 3. nothing 
blindely : for meat vnwittingly taken, may afcer 
trouble. 

5 Thus you ſee diretions. To the end that 
you may praQiſe, remoue 1.letts, which are of 
two heads: 1.want of will,2.want of skill. The 
firſt ariſes from three wants , 1.of faith,as if the 
courſe were vnprofitable, 2. of loue to Gods 
truth,man,8&c. 3 of truthand vprightneſle : wee 
had rather be hypocrires than otherwiſe &c. See 

all,1.7i».1.5. 2. Want of skill; which ariſes 
1.fromwant of TY 
3 
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of experience, z.want of exerciſe 8&c, 
Then fith in this veſſell( Conſcience ) Iyes all 


our treaſure, faith, life ir ſelfe, &c, therefore pre- 
ſerucic well, getouer all difficulcies, helpe faith 


loue,truth &c.vſec all meanes 8c. follow Paul cill | 


thou canſt ſay wich-him, I deftre ro keepe a good 
yp mnt _ —_ 

3 ogy for ſuchas ſtand vpon'Conſcience. 
Theſe ng. DJeader fooles ; _ tis no matter, 
they are Gods iewelsanddelight : and when they 
ſtand, as Pas!, beforethe iudgement ſeat of man, 
nay of God, they ſhall findea good conſcience a 
better breſt-plare and. buckler than a- world of 


wealth.. Onely be ſure of this 5-1. that tis conſci- - 


ence. There betwothings in the world that look 
alittle like it,but are not conſcience : 1.Cuſtome, 
which breedes in blinde men, Popiſh perſons,and 
moſt ynregenerate men, who hauc had good bree- 
ding,a kinde of trouble and regret, which is no 
more conſctence than the aking of the ſtomacke 
- when it wants its: ſer meaſles. 2. Preiudice and 
conceit, when a man vpoa ſome preſumptions 


and probabilities hath pircht vpora conclufion,, 


(eyrher for or agaioſt a thing) and willnot bere- 
moued. True Conſcience difters from both thoſe: 
For firſt ,. that knowes.it ground:; ſecondly, that 
roundis ſome Scripture : which becanuſc it may 
ce haply miſtaken ,. therefore conſcience iscuer 
teachable, as willing to heare as to ſpeake, to lay 
downe as to take vp an epinion.. Not fo _ 
ther ; 
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ther: they are violentif oppoſed, andeuery man 
that thinks not as they rhinke, wants iudgement, 
or truth, or'both, z. This conſciencemuſt bee 
Cleere towards'God and man, and hane both it 
eyes. What hath the hypocrite to doe withcon- 
ſcience? A man of conicience muſt and vſuall 
will be ſutcable and throughout orderly ; thou 4 
I doubt nor, but that there is a partiall hypocrifie, 
as well as ignorancein ſome men at all crimes, and 
in all men, cuen.in Saints, at ſome times. 3. It 
muſt be our owne conſcience,as Paul here ſpeaks : 
and fourthly,to makean end, a goodconſcience 
muſt bee qualifiedas is heauenly wiſedome( for 
this is a great part of it, ) How ts that? St.lames 


ſhewes itychep.3.17. 1.pureiniticlfe,2.peace,to- 


wards others andirt ſclfe, 3.moderate, and not ex- 
aQing extremities,4.teachable and caſte to be per- 
ſwaded, 5.pitifulland helpefull euery way. And 
as it muſthaue theſe excellencies, ſo muſt it bee 
voyde of partialitic in cauſes and perſons , and of 
hypocrifie betweene God and it ſelte. And hee 
that hath ſucha conſcience, or labours for ſuch 
with Pals exerciſes, ſhall hold out his profeſsion, 
and hold vp his face,when a thouſand othersſhall 


blaſtand wither. 
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Prov. 18. 14. 
The ſpirit of a man will ſuftaine hr: infir- 
mitic but a wounded fpirit who can beare ? 


S==gylis is a ſhort Text, but. excee- 
4 ding rich ; the greateſt good - 
9 and cuillincident to man (in 
BE this life)are matched together, 
And it is done of purpoſe, that 
ISS mighc illuſtrate other, 
-- The commended good is firſt deliuered in 
theſe words, [The ſpirit of « man will beare out bis 
infirmitic : | 

The diffiwaded cuill is next ſubjoyned, in 
theſe words [ But a wounded ſpirit who can bear? 2 S 
A 2 n 


© —_— —— 


2 A ſound Spirit deſcribed 
$:bicfinm pre- Tn the firſt, wee muſt take notice what the 
dra thing is whereof Salomanſpeakes, and what it is 

* thatisaffirmedof ir. The thing is The ſpirit of 

may | man conlifts of twoparts, a. body, and a 

ſoule 5 which ſoule ſometime from its ſpeciall 

ſeat is termed [Heare,] ſometimes'from' tits na- 

turall office and efteats, life, ſoule, breath; from 

its ſpirituall, is termed conſcience, ſometime 

from its caulcs ſpirit, (being for its matternot 
| bodily, bur ſpiritual!) and for its originall, in- 
ſpiredand inbreathed, This ſouleand ſpirit of 
man being ſound andvnwounded(forſo the op- 
poſition leads vs to take it) doth bears vp and 
2 bearcoutitrs extremity:that is the ſecond thing, 
where cuery word is weightic, and of great lati- 
tude. The ſpirit (of man) of cucry man (for ſo 
©\x both Grammar and Logicke beare it here) bea- 
SL Icth (with patience, ſtrength, comfort,conſtan- 
Cie, till it hath borne one quite through) his 
T2 wound and maladie, that which for the pre- 
ſent the diuine prouidence layes vpon him, his 
preſent burden (which cuer ſecmes the foreſt) 

what euecr it be, by whomſocuer impoſed, how 
long ſocuer it lie,whereſocuer itlight,ſo longas 
the ſpirits-ſelfe remains vnweunded,it wil beare 
it, andbeare it againe moft manfully, this the 
frft thing the bleſſing commended, /ound [firit. 
2 The miſery deſcribed and diſſwaded is a 
wounded ſpirit, oppoſed to the other: Firſt, in 

its affetion(it is wounded, bruiſed &c.)Second- 

ly.in ics effeR, it is vnſufferable, it cruſhes a man 
ye ad 


_— 


and differenced. ? 
(any man) (who can beare it? ) That is to fay. 
none can. For ſo viually (though not ever)th- 
Rhetoricall queſtions muſt be reſolued. If the 
queſtion benegatiue(ſo to ſpeake) the anſwer is 
afirmatiue, as in 7ob 31. 7s not defiruttion to the lob 31. 
wicked ? The anſwer implied is, Tes. Contrarily, 
if the queſtion be affirmatiue,as Who cap beareis? 
Theanſwer is negatiue, Vopecay, The oppoſi- 
tion then is cleare, there isa ſpirit, and a ſpirit, 
comfortable, and broken ; the one enables any 
(the pooreſt man) ſtourly to endure any the 
greateſt miſery:the other ſo cruſhes the ſtouteſt, 
thathecannor ſuftaine himſclfe without other 
preſſure in the midſt of all othernaturall com- 
forts and contentments, | 

For the firſt, the Doarine lies before you, Der?. r. 
which is this: That a confortable ſpirit is vncon- Propopr- 
querable, eV NO ded, 

As noneother good can match it, ſo no out- 
ward cuill can ouer-match it, * | 

There is a three-fold comfort and content= 2 
ment which mans ſpirit is capable ef.One natu- Expounded. 
rall, ariſing from the gone of mans natus 3x, 
ralltemper in body, bloud, ſpirit, and which is 
' that which beares the yſuall name of cheare- 

fulneſſe. - * D - 

A ſecond morall, arifing from the exerciſe of 2 
morall yertyes (eſpecially high and heroicall 
vertues) which breed a kinde of ſolace and.con- 
centment in the exerciſe; and workedelight, 
-'Thirdly, Spirituall, ariſing frem the preſence > 
£94 | A3: and 


4 The benefus of a ſound Spirit, 
and ſenſe of Gods holy Spiritcuring vs,helping 
vs, and ſealing vp to vs the cucrlaſting loue of 
God in Chriſt Ieſus. XG 

The point muſt be vnderſtood of this laſt, 
which cxcludes not the former, but eminently 
_ vertually. includes and containes them 
alſo. 

Thus then, that ſpiric which is ſupported by 
the Spirit of God, and comforted with the true 
confolations of that Comforeer, is inuincible : 
mans ſpirie ( made comfortable wich ſpirituall 
comforts) is vaconquerable. Indeed naturall 
ehcarcfulneſſe may be oucrtope with forrow, 
comforts ſpringing from a faireneſſc of cariage, 
and freedome from ſtaring ſinnaes may ſoone be 
daſhed, bur ſpirituall comforts which grow 


* fromthe apprehenſion of Gods louc, and are 


3 .- Proued. 


grounded and built ypon God,are impregnable. 
The heart fortified with theſe cannot be vt- 
terly foiled 3 ſuppoſe rumours and feares be- 
fiege him.. The peace of God, and his peace 
with God; keepes him in minde and heart, as 
ſafeas it he lay tn garriſon,8c. Philjp.q.7. He is 
as-quiet as Eli in Dotbaw, or Dewid, when in 
the middeſt of thouſands hee could fleepe and 
wake, and wake andſleepe againe, P/al.3.5.6. 
Suppoſe troubles throng in vpon him as faſt 


as vpon 1b, troubles in his eſtate, troubles in his; 


houſe; troubles in his children, troubles in his, 
body ; ſo long as there is peace within, hee can, 


tell, 


ſay, the Lord gaue children, the Lord gaue cat- 


Obiefions anſwered. 5 
cel, the Lord gaue health, wealth, yea all hee 
hath,and theretore with 7b concludes,The ſame 
hand that firſt gaue, hath now takew, and bleſſed be 
that hana, 10b 1. pH 

Suppoſe hell is let looſe vpon him, and the 
Deuill lers flip all his dogs at once, ſome barke, 
ſome bite, all chaſe and perſecute in all extre- 
mitie; yet the.comfortable ſpirie ſhrinkes nor, 
Paxl 18 icofted, he beares ir, Paul is ſtocked, hee 
beares it, whipped, he beares it, ſtoned, he beares 
it: and how I pray you, with head andſhoul- 


. ders? nay, with life and ſpirit: /w «ll cheſe, ſaith ron. s. 
he, we are conguerenrs, and 1 reiojce in my infirng- » Corr. 


ties, as afflictions abound,ſe conſolations much more; 
yea hefings: true,a Paul doth this;butwhoelle? 
why others alſo, as A4s5, 

Obie, Theſe arc men of extraordinary ſpi- 
rits, but what doe ordinary Chriſtians ? why,ſee 
in Hebr,1o, They were flouted, pivachaX 
flited, impoucriſhed, yet beare it, and how? 
with ioy. And Hebr.1 1.ſcc how they were vſcd, 
ſo perſecured,as they were glad to liue in caues 
_ and dens of the earth, and wandered vp and 
downe in theepe-skins, and Goat-skins, and yer 
beare ir,and ſtand it out : true, but why? becauſe 
they could neither will nor chooſe; no, they 
might haue beene deliuered vpon conditions, 
but they would not embrace libertic and peace 
ypon any ſinfull cermes ; ſo that whether they 
be euills feared, or felt, euils growing from our 


ſclies, or othersz a comfortable ſpirit receiues 
the 


af. Hebr.10.34 


Reaſon 1. 


Reaſ. 2. 


Reaſ. 2. 


6 Thbebenefits of a ſound Spirit. 
the charge manſully,and goes vader the burden 
cheareſnlly. = 

The Reaſon why ſuch a ſpirit will beare its 
full burden chearfully, is becauſe ir improues all 
parts, chiefly Reaſon,and thatis a ſtrong bridle, 
which both checkes paſſion. and vpholds the 
head. Iris much that the Heathens endured by 
the power of Reaſon,a Chriſtian may doe more, 
becauſe grace refines and forrifies Reafon,and 
cleares. a mans ſight, partly by expelling the 
miſts that ariſe from the valley of the afte&i- 
ons, partly: by aduancing Reaſon to a higher 
pitch, for Reaſon and Grace differ in ſightas a 
high and low man, Grace being the taller lifts 


vpReaſon, and makes it ſee ouer thoſe miſeries 


that reaſon of it ſelfe could ſee no cnd. of, and 
hence perſwades patience. | 
Secondly, a comfortable ſpirit carries with it 
a good conſcience, confidence and boldneſle; 
diſcouragement-ſtill weakens: buta good ſpi- 
rit ſends forth thoſe warming graces into the 
whole man ( that is to ſay, Chriftian courage, 
beldnefle and the like). which keepe a mans 
head aboue warter in all miſcries, 
Thirdly; a.-comfortable ſpirit hath a pre- 
ſent remedy if any thing offend it ( as ſome ſto- 
mackes haue by vomitting) it: uns to God, nor 
is it cloſe andreſerned (vnſcaſonably) towards 
Man, and ſo after ſome meanes vſed, it recouers 
it ſelte, a good word raiſes the ſpirit thus vtte- 
ring itlelfe, Prow.12.25, 
Fi 2 Fourthly, 


T he benefits of a quiet Spirit. 7 
[ Fourthly, a comfortable ſpirit is not alone, a Re/. 4. 
good heart hath the Word on its ſide,Chriſt on 
its fide, and the Spirit of God helpes,as Roms.8, and Rom.s. 
the toy of the Lord « firength, Nehem. 8. and the Nchcm.s. 
Spiris of God 6 4 Spirit, ſaith Paxl, of power and + Tim. 1.7. 
ſtrengtb,\\Ve ſee Satans ſpirit can breake thorow 
many bonds (as in the Goſpell) benum a man in 
greateft torments, (as in ſome Heretikes) how 
much more then thall that ſpirir, which is ac- 
com with Gods Spirit, breake thorow 
all ? 
But as we muſt note the reaſon why, ſo wee 
- ſhould hauc noted aboue the extent, how farre 
the ſpirit fuſtaines a man: Firſt, Generally in all 
things touching his calling and condition, con- 
fidered ; Firſt, asa man, Secondly, a ciuilt man. 
Thirdly,a Chriſtian man, More particularly, it 
vpholds him in being, and keeps one deatheill ir 
 maydepartwith hanour, The ſoule ir ſelfe de- 
parts with its creaſure and paſſes through all 
pikes home to heauen, and leaues the body not 
without hopes of following it in due time. 
_ Secondly, it vpholds him in libertic, though + 
the outward man be reſtraincd, yer the ſoule 
knowes not what captiuity meanes, in deſpight 
of all encounters it will to heauen and: there 
'be free. 
Thirdly, it vpholds ene in confidence, and 23 
makes him ſay, Ter there #5 hope : and, Though hee Ezra 30. 
| till me, 10 1williraft in him, 1 will nos forſake wy => 33: 
<prightweſſe, re. 21s TORR 


, Fourthly, 


© 
« 


oY 


Pſal. 4. 


Pſalm.63. 3. 


p/e. 


Pr OU. 34. IO, 


Who cries out of his ſhooe, when the faultis in 


8 Lets to quietneſſe_. 


Fourthly, it vpholds him in chearefulneſſc;as 
the mother cannor but ſmile in the morning, if 
the childe laugh vpon her, though ſhe haue had 
a tedious nightwith it; ſo Gods childe cannor 
bur laugh vnder all, if God ſmile vpon him, and 
pull vp his feet as Jacob did when he lay adying. 
In Gods light,he ſecs light in greateſt darkneſle, 
and the coutenance of God is more to him thax 
corne and oile,yea than life it ſelfe:ſhew ws thy face 
and we line,laith the Church often, Pſ/alm.80. 

Sce firſt(for humbling) whence our foiles and 
failings ſpring, not from the greatneſle of our 
afflitions,bur from the faintneſle of our ſpirits: 
ſo that hence we may interre for our ſclues, what 
Salomon doth for others, 1f we faint inthe day of 
trouble, our ſtrength « weake : indeed when the 
childe ſtumbles, he blames not his owne feeble- 
neſſe, but outward impediments: ſo we, when 
in ſickneſle we fret and chafe, when in paine we 
rage and cry, when in poucrtie we ſhrinke and 
ſhiucr, when in perſecution we quake and trem- 


ble, when in ourcallings wefatnt and droupe; 


we doe not looke inward and obſerue the guile, 
guilt,vnſcrledneſle and feeblenefle of ourfpirirs, 

but runne outward to the occafions, and come 
plaine : Our ſickneſle is ſuch,as none can beare; 
our paine ſuch, as none can brooke; our ſtates 
are vncurable, our incumbrances vnſuffera- 
ble, and the miſferics and troubles wee are 
put vnto intolerable. Iuft like the ſore childe, 


the 


s 
® 
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the foot ; and the ſicke patient, which faulrs his 
bed, when he ſhould his backe. For fiſt, what 
ſaith Sa/omon, The ſpirit of a mas (rightly orde- 
red) beares his wonnd: it ſickneſſe be the wound, 
a good ſpirit will beare ity if pouertic, if dil- 
gracc,if impriſonment,if fire, a good ſpirit will 
goevnder all, There is no gulfe ſo deepe, but a 
good ſp:rit will therow it; no- mountaine ſo 
high, but a good ſpirit will ouct ir. Next, we ſee 
Salomons words verified in many inſtances;What 
wonnd hath not a good heart borne beretefore?(peak 
of pouerty, ſome haue ſung vnder it; of paine, 
ſome hauclaughed ar ir; of impriſonmentr,ſome 
haue reioyced init; of flames, ſome haue em- 
braced them with cheerefulneſſe, VVhence then 
is it, that where others ſing, wee weepe, where 
others reioyced and triumphed, we are altoge- 
ther diſhearened and diſcouraged ?Is it becauſe 
our miſcries and trialls are greater than others ? 
Alas no, they muſtnot bee brought into any 
compariſon with other mens, with Jobs, Pawl:, 
the Martyrs. Vhence then is it? truly the di- 
ſtraQion growes from the Infide, they were vp- 
right,we guilefull;they were at peace with God, 
we are vnreconciled; they were filled with the 
creaſures of wiſdome, faith, zeale, and the like, 
wearc empty;they were rauiſhed with the com-. 
forts of God and conſolations of the ſpirit, wee 
are vnacquainted with them z they were armed 
with the power of God and patience of Ieſus 


Chriſt, we are naked ; they kept themſclues in 
B 2 __ the 


Yſe 2. 


Phibp. 4- 


Br rene = 
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to The(briſtans dutie. 

the loue of God, wee interrupt our peace and 
make a breach into our conſciences. Hence 
they looked vpon Men, Lions, Deuils, withan 
vadaunted countenance, and walked thorow 
rackes,and gaoles, and gyues, and deaths, and 
hells, without ſtartling, and we flic when none 
purſues vs, and quakeat the ſhaking of aleafc : 
oh now ſee your weakneſlc and ſay, my gricfes, 
my troubles, my burdens be not greater than o- 
thers ; but my truth, faith, humility, peace, ioy, 
patience, courage, comfort is the inward man 
is lcfle than others, clfe I might beare my bur- 
gen,fitha good ſpirit will be,as Szwos to Chriſt, 
his Croſſc-bearer, 

Secondly, it may ſeruefor infiruction ; hence 
learne Pauls art, how to beare any thing: a Chri- 
ſtians dutie ſtands in theſe two things : Firſt, to. 
doc any good: Sccondly, to bearc, if nced be, 
any cuill: this latter is hard, but not impoſſible 
toa man-like ſpirit; there is an art of bearing 
worth the ſtudying, ſome men deſire to know 
all things, ſome to doe any thing, but ke is likc- 
lieſtto ſpeed beſt,that canendure any thing,that 
can with Pax. abound and want,be in good and 
euill reporr, can be ficke, can be 'pained, can 
looke vpon ferters, and whips, and ſtockes, and- 
ſtones, anddcaths as Paw! could ; he is ahappic 
man whom God will not hurt, whom men, nor- 
deuils, nor thingspreſent, nor things ro come 
can hurt; labour to be thus happy. _ 

Qzef. But you will ſay, how ſhould wee at- 
taincto it?  Av/. 


Helpes to the dutie. It 
Auſ, Why get a good ſpirit, firſt naturally 
good, achearcfull ſpirit, Thar, ifa man be ſicke, 
is a medicine, ſaith Salomon, a good cordiall, Prour7.zz. 
Thar, if a man be poore, is a continuall feaſt ; if Prou.r5.15 uz. 
pained, is health to the bones, eſteeme of that as 
ofa great mercy: A nimble hand, animble foor, 
a nimble eye, a nimble wit, a nimble tongue is 
good, buta nimble ſpirit is better; therefore if 
thou haſt thar, be thankfull and chearefull, if 
thou haſt it not, endeuour toget it, and being 
dull, whet it, Secondly, ſpiritually good;nature 
may be ouercome, that is as the ſtring of an in- 
ſtrumene which ſnaps in two, if it be ſtrained 
too high : thus ſome croſſes are too hard for na- 
trire, Br nature hath its latitude, as a-bow its 
compaſſe, and muſt not be ouer-maſtered, Bur 
ſpirituall ioy cannot be loſt,” nowe can take it from lobn 16. 
vs, loby.16.[t cannot be vanquiſhed,itis ſtrong; 
therefore getthis,and keepethis,which that you 
may doe, thus doe. G6 
Firſt, if you will haue ſpirituall ioy reſtwith 1M 

you, you muſt diſlodge anddifcard two home-. 
bred Inmates ; as firſt,carnall delights ; ſecond- 
ly, finfull luſts. Firſt, rake heed of enterraining 
carnal! delights, reft nor in wealth, truſtnorro 
men, rely.not on wines, meats, muficke, plea-. 
ſures, company, &c. theſe will decciue.in times. 
of diftreſſe; beſides thar, 'nature quickly putri-. 
fies and turnes to-cotruption, and'ſo proues- 
banefull, : 
Sccondly, take heed of -—_ luſts, theſe ou 3 

| 3 x 


x Pert.2.13. 
pd] dar). 


Luke 21.34. 


Row, 2, 


2 


iz Hindrances to be auoided. 


ſo farre from bringing peace to the ſonle,as thar 
they warre againſt it, as Peter ſaith, They are ſo 
tarre trom comforcing,that they opprefſe,as our 
Sauiour Chriſt teacherth; the end of this mirth js 
heauineſle of ſpirit, forrow,feare,anguiſh, tribu- 
lation and wo vpon cuery foule thar finneth,&&c, 
Therefore concciue of finne (yea cucry ſinnc)as 
of a diſeaſe, a wonnd, an enemie ro peace, and 
complaine and ftriue againſt ir,for fo long as fin 
isrcliſhed, no peace nor ſtrength can be had, 
Secondly, (theſe two cuills purged out) thou 


Of meanes of mult apply thy lclte to means of comfort, which 


comfort, ſee 
more Pſal.43. 


Marth. 5. 
I 


giue, firſt entrance, ſecondly accompliſhment 
to thy comfort, Of the firſt ſort, our Sauiour in 
the fifth of Matthew mentions theſe : | 
Firſt, pouerty of ſpirit, a man muff firſt ſee 
bimſelfe deftitutc of all good,and meancs to at- 
tainc it, and be empricd of the creature. 
Secondly, he muſt mournc, for that leads to 
true comfort, godly ſorrow lets in ſpiricuall ioy. 
Thirdly, he'muſt be mecke, and put vpon him 
a reſolution of ſuffering any thing for rightc- 
oulneſle ſake. | 
Fourthly, bring-good affections to all Gods 
ordinances, and draw waters with joy out of 
Gods ſaving wells, Eſay I 2. and drink of Chriſts 
wines, Cant.2.4. 

. Laſtly, he muſt get faich in Chriſt, caſt him- 
ſelfe ypon Gods mercies in Chriſts merits g and 
thus it is gotten, 
| Nowin the next place care muſt be had to 
keepe 
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keepe this life of ſpirit, as well as toget it; and 
to doe thar, | 

Firft, a man muſt keepe himſelfe vnſpotted © 
ſinne, and not returne to folly; but if he be ſo'- 
led, ſtill waſh, make cuen by cuening, as in the 
Law. : 

Secondly, walkein truth and faith, ſtill exer- 


ciſc faith (to begin with that firſt) in meditating 


of, and applying the promiſes generall and par- 
ticular, | 
Secondly, ſtill walke in the light, and keepe 


2 


thy ſelfe in Gods preſence, ſo peace ſhall be vyp- 7 1ebn r. 


on thee, and the ſpirit will be held vp in cheare- 
fulneſſe,is nothing heauie,nothing better,a man 
ſhall be ableto goe thorow fire and water. 


Thirdly,this is for comfort to thoſe that haue ſe 4, 


ſuch a ſpirig;natural courage and chearefulnefle 
carries onethorow many things, ſpirituall cou- 
rage carries thorow all; chat which nature (fleſh 


and bloud) quakesar, -grace will crample vpon; 


nature ſhrinkes at paine, grace beares it; nature 


yeclds to ſickneſle, grace ſtands it out; nature 


buckles and bends vndergriefe,grace ſwallowes 
ityp z'nature:quakes.at:deathy rrembles atthe 
racking of the finewes, brgsking of the bones, 
broiling in the fire, and the like, and cries our, 
Oh iris intolerable ; grace ſpeakes in his words, 
I can doe any thing through Chriſt that fireng- 
chens mie; Pallipig. of OP tti 

. Andwhenit is put to it, then ir workes moſt 


powerfully,a Chriſtian never knows his ſtrength 


(rather 


Magna eſt vis 
conſcientie 
wIraMq, partem. 


Cil. 


i Cor.3. 9. 
Philip. 4.7» 
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(rather Gods ſtrength) rill hee be pnt vpon it, 
then he findes that tolerable, which he thought 
to be intolerable; and there meets with greateſt 
comfort, where he expected leaſt, and as a man 
in bed (whileſt he plods on the ſtormie weather 
abroad) thinkes it not to be endured, but when . 
tee is ane init ( whatwith buſling, what with 
cloathes) he paſlcs thorow it ; Soit is here, &c. 
O1 the ſtrength of che ſpiric, it is great, he is 
ſtronger that 1s in vs,than he that is in the world. 
Oh the power of conſcience both wayes, as 
it makes a happic eſtate miſerable, if bad; fo, a 
miſerable condition bleſſed, when good. 
 Ohtheconlovlations of the Lord,they are vn- 
ſpcakable: the rage of fire, beaſts, men, deuills, 
&c. doth not paſſe vnderſtanding. Reaſon can 
fadome finite things, but the comforts of God 
paſſe all vnderſtanding : wee cannot conceiue 
haw a man ſhould beare fuch things as ſome 
haue borne, but we ſee they did beare them, we 
ſee our ſelues borne thorow thoſe things, which 
we thought before vnſuffcrable; ' Therefore reſt 
on God, hold your hearrs in peace with him: 
Reioyce in him, and your ſpirits and Gods Spi- 
rit(ioyning tagetheygwill beare any burden that 
hee will lay vpon you hispromile is paſt, you 
ſhall not bce tempted aboue your ſtrength, 
1 Cor. 10. 2 17 | 
Fourthly, blefſe God for a good infide, you 
that hauec itcuer blefſc him for a purified confci- 
ence,a quict ſpirit: this is your life, your mear, 
% your 
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your firength, your all in all, This makes the 
Chriſtian lavgh better cheap than another, bearc 
with more patience than another, liue with 
more comfort, dye with more confidence than 
another : while the heart is whole, all is well. 
Therefore if without thou finde no money in 
purſe, nofriend in Towne, no caſe in body, no 
comfort in life ; yet findeſt faith, patience, aſſu- 
ranccof Gods loue within: reioyce in thy eſtate, 
bleſſe God for it; the cſtateis as the man is, the 
man is as the mindeis,andas is the ſpirit;a com- 
fortable ſpirit makes a comfortable eſtate. 
Queſt. But how ſhall I diſcerne betweene na- 
turall and fpirituall comfort ? 
__ as»/w. Spirituall cheerefulnefle comes, firſt, 
from faith in Chriſt, Secondly, from loue to 
Godand Saints. Thirdly, begets boldnefle in 
Payer, as Saint Jo/w ſpcakes. 

* Beſides, naturall chearefulnefſe may be ouer- 
topt by cuils : Firſt, Naturall, for our weakneſle 
makes vs more ſenſible of ſorrowes than com- 
forts. Secondly,Carnall,for all ſinne is as poiſon 
co the ſpirit. Thirdly, Diabolicall, not ſo ſpiri- 
tuall comforts. 

Moreouer, a natural! ſpirit beares ſome 
things only,as C. Marixs the cutting of his fleſh, 
butnotall, as diſgraces, &c, witneſle Cats, Sant, 
&c, Secondly, anaturall ſpirit, though ir bite 
in paſſion, yer is deſtitute of poſitiue ioy,peace, 
confidence, &c. 
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1. PROY.. 38 14; 
A wounded ſpirit who can beare ? 


Thus farre of a good Spirit: now to the bad. 


Ea VV ounded- ſpirit is a burden neg, « 


GH intolerable; before I proue the 
\ = | point , JT muſt fhew you that 
= mans ſpirit is ſubic& ts woids 
By of two ſorts: Firſt, of a friend. 
Secondly, of a foe. When God 


wounds as a friend (as often he doth affli& the 
ſpirit, as well as the bedy in Joue) he makes that 
wound tolerable, partly by qualifying, and mi- 
tigating theblow ( for in wrath heeremembers 
mercy) and whereas —_— inward wounds ad> 

"3 mit 


pug 


Leuwit. 26. 
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vnſufferable to a creature, and ſych, as would 
ſoone ſwallew a man, did not the Lord ſuſtaine 
nature to beare it, he could not elſe ſtand vnder 
it, Indeed: when God proceeds to wounding, 
the ſpirit would vtterly faile,did not either mer- 
cic or juſtice in 'God vphold it in being. 

Now that a wounded 11 piritis aburden into- 
lcrable, we will proue from teſtimony and Rea- 
ſon, Teftimony : Firſt Diuine, here in the text; 
and elſe-where, AU the dayes of the afflicted are 
evil : which if it be true of other, much more of 
this affliction that falls vpon the ſoule, Prow.1 5. 
I5. Secondly, other teſtimonies, namely,from 
thoſe that haue had experience of it: as 1. men, 
and there, Firft,good men: How haue the ſtou- 
teſt yeelded vnder this burden > How. hath it 
ground them to duſt} 2 Heare Dawid,P[al,32,and 
P/al.5 1. His bones were broken'as iEwore:How - 


made it 70b to wiſh. death ? Joþ'. 6, to quarrell 


God ; others to quake, ?/al. 77:to howle, P/al. 
102, nay ſome to attempt death, ſome ( hap- 
ly) roeftcct ir, bed ab ak iow as 1th, 

- Secondly, from bad men, how doth it terrife 
them, ſo that they fly at aleafe zpaine them,that 
they caſt vpall their ſhame ; and how doth it de- 


prive 


a wonnded ſpirit. 19 
priue them not only ofourward comfort, bur of 
life, and cauſes them to caft themſelues into hell 
to auoid it > -How haue they wiſhed thouſands 
of yeares in hell, ſo chat then they might bee 
caſed? | | 
Secondly, Deuills; they witneffe this truth 
againſt their wills:Firſt,when (their conſciences 
being terrified at the fight of Chrifts God-head) 
they cry out, Art thow come to torment os before 
our time ;, and quake as priſoners when they ſee 
_ the Indge comming. Secondly, VVhen God 
purſues them, very anguiſh: and forrow makes 
them madde, and to loſe all vie of their large vn- 
derſtandings ; when they would ſting Gods 
creatures to death, and doe him and them the 
greateſt deſpight, they endeuour the troubles 
and rerrours of conſcience,as well knowing this 
tobe the moſt cruſhing and preſſing euill, 
Thirdly of Chriſt Iefus,who though free from 
finne inherent, yer endured the farrowes of 
death, and was broken not in body on'y, bur in 
ſpiric alſo, when hecried aut ( Ay God, my God, 
why haft chow forſaken mee ? ) and trembled, and 
ſwear, and bled; and groned vndcrthis ſtroake, 
which was ſo intolerable to Chriſt Teſus, as thar 
the Angels of heauen came to comfort him,and 
tho Godhead was requifite to ſuppott him, who 
can ftand vnder > .Inſhort, wee haucheard of 
creatures that haue ſuffered the mangling of bo- 
dies.thc ripping vp ef bowels, racking of toynts, 
burning of fleſh, boiling in oyle, and the like, 
Wat I with- 


Reaſon 1. 


Rea, 2. 
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without crying out ( Af) God, my God, why haſt 
theu forſaken me) but neuer heard of a wounded 
ſpirit,bur ce ther it ſunke vnder defpaire,or made 
pitious moane to God,or man, or both. 


Firſt from the cauſes of this wound (as it is * 


mingled with finnc)mans ſelfe and Satan joync, 
and theſe beſoreenemies; Satan is a fiery Dra-» 
gon, a ſtinging Serpent, a cunning deſpightſull 
Aduerſarie, and yet he is the leaſt ; when a man 
is diuided againſt himſclfe, and wit,knowledge, 


memory, ſtrength, all the weapons of nature 


and the cnlightning ſpiric, are. turned againft 


oncs ſelfe, it muſt needs be tedious and. bitter : 
bur then as theſe wounds are fruits of Tuſtice, 


they are properly Gods ſtroakes; and fothere is 
not Dasid and a Golzah, nor David and a Sanl, a 
King and a Flea oppoſed, but the Creator and 
Creature, ES 

+ Secondly, from the efftes, it difableth , vr 
diſceurageth a man from the meanes of com- 
fort ; of all diſeaſes, thoſe be worſt, which make 
one vncapable of Phyſicke, depriue one of Rea- 
ſon, or of ftrength torake helpe : ſuch are theſe 


of the ſpirit; A man labouring vnder this bur- 


den, and inwardly bleeding, is afraid to pray, to 
communicate himſclfe,he thinks thathe rempts 
God in it, that his phyficke is his poiſon, atleaſt 
that it will be ro no purpoſe. 1631 
Secondly, it multiplies feares, creates feares, 
ever doubts more is behinde that whichis alrea» 
dic fel. | 
Thirdly, 
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| Thirdly, drawes matter of diſcouragewent 
and fearefrom allthings, as we finden all to- 
ries; if God feed,it is butto fat him for the knife; 
if he preſerue, it is but for further judgement ; 
and fo of the reſt, | 
Thirdly, from the ſubic&, the ſpirit is the life 3 
of all 2s the light of the eye is the light of the 
hand, of the foot, and of all the parts of the bo- 
dic,ſo the ſpirit is the life of all; no life in wealth, 
friends, eſtate, &c. without this ; this runnes 
thorow all; wound this, wound all, yea this is 
the pillar that beares vp allz.as when the ſto- 
macke failes, legs, armes, and all parts ſaile ; fo 
when the ſpirit failes,all failes : and as in a houſe 
where is but one. getter, if he ſinkes, all ſinke : 
ſo here, it is the ſpirit that purucyes and brings 
jn all, if this pipe be topped,no comfort-ſtreams 
toward ys, 4 13:15 | 
_ Firf}, this diſcoyers the miſcrable folly and Ye rt. 
T wickcednefſe of moft:men, who of all burdens 
br feare and feele this leaſt. A wounded eſtate, a 
3 wounded name, a wounded bedy is fomething 
1 with them z but a wounded ſpirit they know 
not what it meanes : hencethis laſt is neuer fea- 
red,when the other worke trembling,nay hence 
conſcience receines wounds on the inſide, that 
the outfide may be faucd: men will ſcale to pre- 
uent pouertic zlye, to get out of debt pconſivlc 
_ with Wizards, to eſcape ſickneſle 3: they will 
giue their ſoulgs a thouſand gaſhesroſaue the 
Skinne, Oh intolerable folly, .this is to picks 
pr the 
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the hand for the ſauing of the glone, nay to ha- 
zard ones head, fot the ſaving ofa har, of a fea- 
ther: of all enemies' God is the ſorcſts of all 
wounds his the deepeſt; of all parts, the cone 
ſcience and ſpirit the rendereſt : fo long as there 
is peacewithin,peace with the conſciencg,peace 
in our affections, peace with God, with Angols, 
with creaturcs., with the Vord, fo long a 
mans burden (be'it what it will be) is tolerable ; 
but when God fights againſt vs, and there is a 
pitcht field within vs, that our owne eyes, and 
mouthes, and hands, and wits, and ſpirits be 
againſt vs; Oh then who can beare it? a woun= 
ded name,a wounded eftate,a wounded legge,a 
wounded arme may be borne; but when God 
breakes the bones within ; when our owne 
thoughts and dreames amaze vs, and wee be a 
rerrour to our ſelues, and eur cenſciences be 
wounded, what is then left tocomfort vs > whi- 
leſt a man hath ſome friend, there is ſome com- 


fort; whileſt ſome meanes of comfort ( ſome 


pours and places whole)there is ſome refreſhing, 
ut when no one part is well, ne one place can 
eaſe him, noone minute is free, no one friend 
ſtands forhim, no one creature is comfortable 
co him : who will not pitic ſuch a ones eſtare ? 
This the ſtate ofthe wounded ſpiritzthis wound 
as it is piercing, ſo ſpreading; it poesthorow all 
the man, head, heart, fide, backs, all patts ake 
and ſiveat whileſt the ſpitir is racked ; the eye 
ſees no comforr, the tongue taſtes no comforr, 

the 
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the care receiues no comfort ; all is bitter, bitter 
tothe whole man, and the ftouteſt man in few 
dayecs is but a liuing carcaſle or skelleton ; as 
 thereisnoeaſe within, ſono comfort withour, 
no place (nor bed, nor boord, norhouſe, nor 
Church) no creature (nor meat, nor drinke,nor: 
friend,nor wife,nor childe) will afford any com- 
fort, All aboue vs, all below vs, all aboutr vs. all. 
vpon vs,all within vs, makes then for terror and 
miſery, nothing atall for caſe and comfort, Oh 
_ confiderthis, you that make nothing, or but a 
jeſt of Conſcience, and care not what yee ſay, 
. What yce doe, how many Sabbaths you breake, 
how many lyes you tell, how many oathes you 
ſwcare, how many men you couſin, how many 
ſinnes you ſwallow, ſo you may preuent out-- 
ward miſeries; know, there is a wound of Con- 
ſcience beyond all wounds, a miſery of ſpirit 
beyond all miſeries, a bteach of the ſoule be- 
yond all breaches, and either wound your ſciues 
with ſhame and ſorrow for theſe wounds,which 
you haue giuen your ſoules, and condemne your 
ſclues for fearing debr,or ſhame,or any trouble 
more than conſcience,or elſe know that the ſlee-- 

ieſt conſcience ſhall be once awakened, the 
bardeſ heart once broken, and brawnieſt ſpiris- 
once ſoftned; and then you ſhall findea weight: 
beyond+ the weight of mountaines' lying: vp-" 
on.you, and” wiſh'that you had beene rather: 
famiſhed, or fterued, or burnt, or ſtrangled 
long before, than cuer you ſhould liue to know- 

OTE D- what: 
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2 


whata wounded ſpirit meanes; belecue it, be- 
leeue it, howſocuer you finde for the preſent an 
euill conſcience no burden, yer before you and 
it part, you ſhall finde Salomens words true; 4 
weunded ſpirit whocan beare ? 

'Sccondly, it conſcience be wounded, make 
forth to hauc ichealed;zwe ſeek skill in fore eyes, 
and mouthes, and the like, let vs labour for skill 
alto to heale conſcience. 

To.this end, Firft, know the time of cure,wvis., 
preſently : greene wounds are ſooneſt cured; as 
therefore the Toad poiſoned runnes toher mec- 
dicine, and cach creature to his; ſo let him that 
hath his conſciencewounded, get a healing po- 
ton preſently, 1. | 

Secondly,know the medicines and meanes of 


s 727 77054 CUIC., 4642 is a Mountebancke, as appeares by 
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his Apothecaries : ſome preſcribe poyſons, as if 
Similia ſamilibws, as Papiſts heale a conſcience 


4 «d Polx. with treaſons: ſome preſcribe toyes,as outward 


things, drinkes, muficke, and the like; ſome 
thinke to out-wraftle conſcience, as they doe 
ſickneſle, but this diſeaſe will not: be oppoſed, 
neither will any medicines cure it, but onely 
Gods,and they.in bricfe are theſe, Faith,Repen- 
tance, and (in ſome caſes) Satisfation z for this 
know,as when an officer is wounded,two things 


muft be. done; firſt, Authoritie and the! State. 


muſt be pacified; ſecondly,.the wound cured: 
euen ſo here, Conſcience is an officer, firſt cure 
thar z ſecondly, God and man too (ſometimes) 

| are 
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are treſpafled, they muſt be ſatisfied. Now the 
way toſartisfic the offended, is, firſt, ſubmiſſion, | 
ſecondly, either ſubſticurion or reſtitution, 
Infinnces immcdiately againſt God, we muſt 
firſtget a Suretic,Chriſt Icſus, ſet him betweene 
God andys: and theremuſtcome in faith, zoþ. 
8. till wee belceue, wee bee inour finnes : ſc- lohn 8. 
condly, we muſtſubmir,firſt confeſſeour finnes, 
take ſhame to our felues, .reſtore Gods glory; . 
ſecondly, reſfigne our ſclues, and humble our 
ſelues vnder his hand, James 4. lay our neckes Iames 4. 
on the blocke, and: here comes. in Repentance 
and Reſtitution, 
Secondly, .in ſinnes.that-immediately con- 2: 
cerne man, the ſame path muſt be trod, firſt ſub- 
mifſion.in diuers-caſes (goe ro thy brother if: he 
haue ought againſt thee) and ſecendly Reſticu- 
tion, as in Nawb.5., [fthou haſt runne away with Numb.s. 
his good name, reſtore; if with his goods,bring 
them backe againe :.and-here note, that.the 
-nearer the tye is; theworſe the treſpafie, z there-- 
fore thechilde that robs his father, is a greater 
theefe (ceiers paribus) than he that robs by the 
high-way : ſo the wife howſocuer nature;giues 
an intereſt in goods for proper vſc,and contract 
more according to particulars agreed 'vpon, 
and ſomething may be preſumed vpon where 
is no exception) yet for wiucs to giuc where. 
is nonced, againſt husbands minde, beyond his 
- eftate; and fo forth, is vtterly valawfull. | 
- Thirdly,confider the __ & order of cure, 2. 
1 .2 ſtill. 


196 laft. 
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ſtill we muſt to God, he is offended, he only can 
worke peace, therefore we muſt looke to Chriſt 
the Braſen: Serpent, and weepe ouer him ; bur 
yetiifman be treſpaſſed, wee muſt firſt to him : 
God would haue his worke tarry, till there be a 
purpoſe (at leaſt) of being reconciled to man: 
therefore be firſt reconciled ſecondly, deſire 
his. prayers, as Jebs friends did his, Thirdly, 


-apply to conſcience, as hath beene ſaid, firſt 


plucking forth the ſting of ſinne, then waſhing 
in Chrilts bloud; and for the fucure, keepe the 
heart abouc all keepings, as yee doe the cyc in 
the middeſt of chaffeand duſt; for as the eye is 


ſubie& to infiaite diſtempers, ſo is the conſci- 


ence and ſpirit. 
Firſt,there is adiſquieting ofthe ſpirit, which 
vſually proceeds from vnwatchfulneſle,and that 
in three caſes; Firſt, when a man guardsnot the 
heart againſt eucry ſinne, for ſinne hath a dif- 
quieting nature, and is fretting like poiſon, Se- 
condly, when hee negle&s meanes of comfore 
(as the ftomacke is troubled with ouer-fafting) 
or elſe, thirdly, vfcs themſleightly and formal. 
ly: ſe the ſpirit waxeth firſt dull, ſecondly fad, 
thirdly forrowfull, as the Apoſtle implies in his 
Epiſtles; therefore watchfulneſſe muſt be vſed 
in things finfull, lawfull,and indifferent. 
Secondly, there isa perplexing of the ſpirit, 
and that ariſeth from ignorance, and thar in 
three caſes ; Firſt, when a' man hath no know- 
ledge in the Vord, darknefſe makes one ys 
full, 
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full, and cauſes errour. Secondly, when his 
conſcicnce ſcemes to be greater than his know- 
ledge, as in ſcrupulofities. Thirdly, when hee 
_ cannot puta difference betweene himſelfe and 
Satan in his temptations and abhorred ſugge- 


muſt be preuentcd, Firſt, by ſticking only ro the 
Word which ſets our bounds;Secondly,by get- 


ting knowledge in the Word, and a diſcerning Philip. :. 


ſpirit, - 
: Thirdly, there is wounding of the Spirit, that 
is vſually done by finnes againſt light and know- 
ledge: there is a threefold light belonging to 
Gods children : Firſt, one of nature which is im- 
pacteey ſinnes againſt this fling, as vnnaturall 
ufts, murders,8the like. Secondly,one of Scrip- 
ture, and acquired (rather reucaled)light,finnes 
againft this wound ſo much the more, by how 
much the morecleare the euidenceis; the moſt 
euident truths arc the firſt principles (which 
proue,butneed no proofe) thus, firſt,it isa ſting- 
ing ſinne to deny the Scripture ; ſecondly, to 
reuege expreſle truths therein contained, or to 
diſobey things daily vrged : thirdly, of grace or 
infuſed light, Thus when a man finnes againſt 
knowledge, purpoſe, vow, grace recciued ; this 
is fearfull, and makes many thinke, that their 


ſinnes are vnpardonable and againſt the Holy 


Ghoſt. 

Fourthly, there is deading and ſearing of the 
ſpirit: as the body is ſubic ro two kinds of dil- 
| Dy * eaſes 


Of this ſee 


. | * » notes on 
ſtions; hence come horrours.perplexities,theſe 1c 4. 
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eaſes and maimes,-ſome that affet and afli 
ſenſe ; ſome that depriue of ſenſe, as violent 
blowes, palſies, &c, fois the ſpirit alſo. Now 
this is the moſt fearfull caſe of all, and comes ro 
paſſe three wayes : Firſt, when men commit 
ſomehorrible {finne which ſtrikes out the eye, or 
layes one for dead, likea blow on the head. Se- 
condly, when they ſhunne all meanes of awake- 
ning conſcience, runne from- the VVord, from 
Saints thatadn@dnith, from thoughts of death, 
&c. Thirdly, when they force conſcience, and 
vie all meanes to ſtop its mouth, and ro cruſh it 
for euer : this is as ſcaring after cutting, when a 
man ncucr meanes to haue the part againe, but 
to take away all ſcnſe;, feare theſe diſeaſes a» 
boue all. | [5 
Thirdly, this may be for comfort to thoſe 
whoſe conſciences are not wounded, 
Qseft.. Whar is the difference betweene a+ 
ſpirithealed, anda ſpirit deaded or deluded > 
Apnſ. I. Looke to the meanes and medicines 
healing, whether our pcaceariſe from faith, re- 
pentance, the word; 2, Ahealed conſcience ts 
pure and cleare throughout, the other ſpirits 
make no conſcience at all, or onely of ſome 


things. 3. Ahealed conſcience makes interro- 


gatories to God, firſt ifdoubrs ariſe, it ſaith as 
Rebecca, Why am 1 thus ? and prayes to God; the 
reſt are ſtiffe, and ſhun all queſtions, 4. Ahea- 
led ſpirit pities others;in this caſe the dead heart 
cannot abide the name of conſcience, but faith 

(as 
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(as Pilate, what is truth > ſo) what is conſcience? 
che deluded ſpirit is fierce towards all but thoſe 
that be ef his minde,as all Heretickes and Schif: ' 
matikes proue, Now if our pulſe beat right, - 
and we haue the comfortof a ſanRified conſci= 
ence, keepe ir, by two meanes : Firſt, by ſelfe de» 
niall, a wan muſt deny himſelfe in his meancs 
(riches, friends,8c.) Secondly,in his hopes and 
owne worth ; firſt, be nothing in himſclfe, ſe- 
condly, expe all from Chriſt 5 thirdly, in his 
. ſenſeand feeling, he muſt winke and put him- 
ſelfe into Gods hands, that is, liue by faith, as 
Luther did,reſt on the naked VVord without any 
pawne, as Abraham did. it 

Pitic the wounded ſpirits if we hearethat a Y/e 4- 
man hath broken his leg or arme, we pitic him, 
how much morefhould we bleed with che bro- 
ken heart and bleeding ſpirit; and furniſhour 
ſelues, firſt with wiſdome, that ſo we may 
be able: ſecondly, with loue, that ſo we 


-may bee willing to ſuccour ſuch, ER IAIN 
Rom, 15.but more of this elſe- Pſalm. 43. 
where : therefore here 
an end, 
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And Dauid was greatly diſtreſſed, for the 
people ſpake of ſtoning bim,becauſe the ſoule 
of all the people was grieued,enery man for bis 
ſonnes ,and for bis daughters : but Dauid en- 


couraged himſelfe in the Lord his God. 


a2 ag Helc words briefly report Da- 


J [TEAY «ids diſtrefle ar Ziklag : which 
>@ diſtreſlc is firſt in groſle ſaid to 
J DC great ; and then more parti- 
'$ cularly,cnlarged from the caus 
Y& ſcs and effects. thereof. - The 
| cauſe ( ouer and aboue his pri- 
uatc loflc ) is the mutinic of his owne people, 
A 3 who 


; 


Dot. t, 
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who are 1. imbittered ypon the lofle of their 
 children,taken by the Amalckites(againſtwhom. 


their zeale ſhould haue been greater ;) andthere- 
upon in the next place would haue ſtoned David, 
as theauthour of ſo much miſchiefe. David then 
wasin danger of his head: hee was like cnough 
todye bythe hand of his friends,as a malefaRor 
withouttryall; and this diftrefles him. Now 
for the effets : David firſt comforts and ſtayes 
himfelfe on God;who was able to helpeall,be- 
ing the Lord; 8 ready,being his God. Secondly, 
hauing comfarted himſelfe in God, hee conſults 
with God : where-1. the meanes-on his part is 
mentioned, Gods own meanes : 2. the anſwer 
onGods part,a dire anſwer;both forthe means 
to be vſed;and fiiccefe to he exported: he ſhould 
follow and he ſhould certainly ſpeed. Wee will 
not foreſtall another by any exa& enquiry into 
the words, but acquaint you with ſome generall 
meditations, that haue beene to one, and may be 
to you, ſomewhar'viefull. 7 

Firſt,this is in ſight: That the Lord doth ſome- 
times ſuffer his deareſt ſeruants to be greatly di- 
ſtreſſed : Men greatly beloued,as Dauid was, are 
many times greatly ſtraightned, as Dauid was, To 
proue this, were to waſte time, Firſt, ſee When 
they are chiefly thus diſtreſſed; ſecondly, Why: 
andas forkinds of diftrefles, we ſhall touctithem 
in application ,' and ſo fauc time. Tr ſhall ſuffice 
(for the preſent)ro ſay,that Gods children drink. 
of all waters, and hauc experience of all affliti- 

BD Ons, 


at Ziklag.. 3 
ons., and that chiefly in theſe times. Firſt, whe 
they haue left Gods counſcls,and followed their 
owne deuices. Gods children are neuer worſe 
hampered, than in nets of their owne weauing : 
when they will be witty eyther againſt God, or 
without Ged,then they ſpinne a wofull threed,a 
Spiders webbe. For carnall reaſon is a very bad 
counſailor, and pursa man vpon euill meanes ; 
and none can draw a good concluſion frotn ill 
premiſſes, but only God. Therfore when Chri- 
ſtians haue left Gods wiſedome and his wayes, 
and betaken themſclues to their owne wit and 

wayes, they haue plunged themſelues wonder- 
fully. Amanis ſecure and confident in his owne 
courſes,like a childe that leaucshis fathers coun- 
ſaile,and followes his owne ;and the freſh-water 
ſouldier,that will be a Pilotbefore hee is fit for a 
Mariner,and thereupon runnes his ſhip vpon the 
ſands. Thus 79n4h was greatly diſtreſſed when 
hee would be wiſer than: God : thus THErahans 
greatly diſtreſſed, Gey.20. whenhe would liuc by 
his wits : thus David; he had ſo.contrived it; that 
neyther Se«/,nor Achitepbell, horany of them all 
ſhould touch him,and yetnow.hee is in' all their 
dangers,vnleſſe God helpe him out. 'And never 
doe Gods children pleaſe. themſclucs 'greatly'in 
their owne conttiuements;but thus rhey ſpecd't 
wherethey exped@great ſafety; they are greatly 
Fr cred; where much comfort, greatly di- 


2 Second- 


2.Cor.1 2, 
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Dauids Comfort 
2 Secondly, when they haue received great 
bleſſings and comforts from God, then comes 
ide and ſecuritie, and that's a forerunner of a 
fall. Great mercics worke great thoughts and 
ſpiritsin vs; and great thoughts make way for 
grcatafflitions. We will not inſtance in Nebu- 
chadnezzar . Daaid proſperedgreatly, God had 
ſethim on high, made his mountaine ſtrong, his 
heart grew ſecure, then came trouble. Hezekiah 
was greatly diſtrefſed , and when was it * after 
greatdeliuerancesand bletlings : Y2ziehand Aſs 
the like. Mans heart cannot beare a great mea- 
ſure of comfort , no more than his head can a 
great meaſure of wine : therefore cyther God 
mingles their wine when they take ir, or preſent- 
ly after; orelſe they be giddy, and muſt be di- 
ſtreſſed. Hence S. Pan! after: great confolations 
hdd: great temptations and afflitions ; and'the 
blefled Virgin ary in S.Zuke is told of a ſword 
when of a ſonne, that: muftchrough her heart as 
well as Chriſt through her loynes. - 
. 3 Thirdly,when they be roreceiue ſome great 
comfort from:God, when God hath fomegrear 
employment, or preferment, or deliuerance, or 
conſolation in ftorefor his children, hee makes 
wayithereroby ſome: great'afflition of bodie, 
minde3ſtare; friends &e:as men lay the foundari- 
enyery deepe whenthey meaneto raiſethebuil- 
ding very high. 'Thus 7o/eph was greatly diſtreſ- 
ſed,butwhens when he muſt bea Prince _ 
D053 £ artcr; 
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after : thus Dauid greatly impoueriſhed, when 2 
when ſhortly after he muſt come torhe Crowne. 
Generally, as in darke nights it is -darkeſt to- 
wards .day-breake : fo tis with the Saints of 
God; the ſharpeſt fit is cucratthe birth, when 
they bee deliuered of their ſorrow. So God 
makes this comforts more taſtefull and leſle 
dangerfull to them ; and therefore firſt mars 
them , then makes them; vndoes them, cruſhes 
them, and then rayſes them vp. : 

Theſe be ſpeciall times : the generall ſhould 
haue beene firſt noted, viz. When Gods chil- 
dren haue gotten ſome ſtocke and ſtrength ; for 
the Lord is wiſe, and will not vie an Iron Inſtru- 
ment .to threſh out Cummin,; hee will notlay Eſe9.28, 
weight ypon greene Timber , bur firft feaſon | 
it, and then employ it after. Thus while Petey fob.2t- 
was 70ung hee walked at large, but after was di- 
| treſled. Thus forthe When. | 
Now Why doth God bring ſuch diftreſſes _. 
on his? you may partly gheſſe by che When. He 
rcſpeRs himſelfe , his Church, his particular 
children in it. | 

Firſt, God gaines glory many waies by this. Reeſov 1. 

Firſt, his power is ſcene 49 their diſtreſſes, his 
loue, goodnefle, truth, &c. Then'the Saintscan 
fay with 7946, Now mine cyes haue ſcenethee. . 

2 Secondly, then;not only preſent power and Job 42:54 
 mercie is ſeene, but former : Wee ſee-what 
power was vied in preuenting miſeric , what 
B mexcic 
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mercite in giuing comfort . | 
- And thirdly, then God ſhall haue their cu- 
fonieandcompanie. Children'that care nor for 
Parents m proſperitie, will tothem in miſerie; 
theyle come early ; come cuery whit of them. 
Pauid: could comfort himſelte in his wines, in 
his children before, but now all are metin God; 
no wife but God, no child nor friend but God : 
now hee goes all one way , and now his confeſ- 
ſions and prayers bee ſuch as will ſer out God 
indeed , prayes more and more ſpiritually rhan 
euer, &c. 

Secondly, Godaymesatthe Churches good 
inthis. 1. whileſt ſhee is a ſpeRator, ſhe layes 


\  . apþouther in the getting andexerciling of grace : 


others deepe ſorrowes makes all ſee how need- 
full it is to get much faith, patience, Scriptures in 
a readineſle, 2. theſe ſtirre vp to prayers, mer- 
cies, &c. as when Pefey is in Priſon, one behea- 
ded , another impriſoned , they thought twas 
time to pray; therefore As 12. rhey fet abour 


 ttearneſtly : So for mercie, when they ſaw the 


Church diſtreſſed, famine comming towards her, 
they ſaue andlay vp,as 7oſeph for Egypt. 2. when 


 themſelues beafflicted, they helpe themſelues by 


theafflitions of others. Such went before mee 
in this affliction, and God loued them, why not 
mee ? Such cryed and ſped well, why not Ie 
P/al.34. They follow thecloud, and docnor 
miſcarry. Heb, 12. 

| Thirdly 


at Ziflap, of; 


Thirdly , God aymes at the partics good in Reaf. 34 


great Giſtreſſes : hereby they are tried, humbled, 
hauc expericnce of their frailties and. graces. 
A Chriſtian knowes little of himſelfe till mych 
diftreſled, neither what his weakeneſle, nor what 
his ſtrength in Chriſt is : hee neither ſees how 
poore himſelte is , nor how great his Godis: 
2. hereby they arc brought toreceiucoften ſen- 
tence of miſcric, death, hell in themſclues ; and 
tis good to taſte theſe things before we fecle 
them ; twill empty a man of himſelfe, and make 
him truſt in the liuing God ; twill learne-him 
thoſe three Leſſons of Chriſtianitic;that $.?as/ 
hath clapt vp.in one verſe, Ph. 3.3. i.toworſhip 
God ſpiritually, ro-make Chriſt his ioy, to lay 
down all confidence in the fleſh: and 37. hereby 
they are madehelpefull ro others. There is little 
to beeexpced from man till deepely plunged. 
x. Hee cannot pity. others till experience hath 
taught him, 2. he will not be ſeruiccable till af- 
flictions have humbled and broken him. 3. hee 
knowes not how jto comfort others till himſelfe 
hath beene wounded and healed. - But when hee 

hath learned by experience, hecan make hisown 

plaiſter ſerue. another man, and:comfort him in 
the ſame afflition with the ſame conſolation ; 
Andthofebee tbe ſweeteſt; and ſureſt comforts, 

when a man can ſay,my caſe was juſt the ſame,8 

here is the ſcripture , the medicine that wrought 


thecure inane; 2:Corcte nib nr 
\v. RETRY: 5; 0 gok _ Firſt, 
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Firſt for the wicked : leauc them but theſe 
Scriprures tothifke vpon: . If this bee doneto 
the greene Tree, whar ſhall bee done to the dry 2 
Tf Cod beginne with the people that call vpon 
his Name, what ſhall che end of the encmirs be 2 
Arethere not ſtrong plagues for the workers of 
Iniquitic, 1ob 3 r ? ſhall not they be diſtreflede 
2 Thechiefe Vſe is to Saints : Let not them 
queſtion their ſonneſhip becauſe of afflitions. 
In this nonage the Heire differs little from a ſer- 
uant : You catt make nocertaine Concluſion 
from outward things : doe not offerit , vnleſſe 
you will wrong God, Chriſt, the Generation of 


 theIuſt, yourowne ſoules,all at once. 


05. But what ſhall bee ſaid tocxtraordinary 
afflitions * . 

Asſ.1.1f ſuch, God hath determined the caſe 
in /e6 againſtthoſe diſputants: They are no good 
proofes of a bad perſon-or condition. 

Anſ. :. But ours be not extraordinary,nothing 
hath befallen vs, but what is humane. = 

Ob. No? when did you heare of ſuch adearth 
as iSnow vpon vs? Avf. When: why when an: 


 Aﬀes head was worth foure pound , 2:Kig. 6, 


Therefore infer nothing againſt thetruthof our: . 
Church from thence. | jy 
06, Ohbur would the liuing.God ſoafflitme 


it his Child * 


AF. So: how © LABS 0r 53.222 F530 ) The + i a | 
06, OI amcroſſedin achilde: aznomanwas,. 


Hvngratefull,ſovnnaturall. Anſ.. 


at Z le, | 9 
4 1 Yes, except David,Ely, and yetthoſe be- 
ue 
Ob. Ohbut I hane ſuch a beaft to my husband 
aS no woman cuer had, 

Anſ. Yes, Abizacl.. 

06. Oh but my cſtare is broken all to pieces, I 
am nothing worth. 

Anſ.S0 was Dani at Ziklag : ſo Neomie: and 
yet beloued. 

Ob. Oh but I haue ſold all, and now want 
bread. 

Avnſ. S0 the Widow of Sarepta,. 2 King. 4. 
Neh.5.. Lem.4. and yetbeloued. 

06, Oh "A my bodie is ſmitren too. 

Anſ., So Davids & 18bs,8 yerbeloued of God. 

Os. Ohþut my ſpiritis ; wounded, Iam ſcorchr 
withtlieflames of hell,and feele i it. in my conſci- 
ENCE. 

Anſ. So lob and Dauid, 

O56, But Iam diſabled from all Grier , Ican 
ny pray, nor read, nor heare, nor live, nor 
dye. 

As. Sothe Saints , Z/a/. 102. the Churchin 

Eſay;and yet -beloued. 

O65. Oh but I am torne to pieces with hellich” 
blaſphemous Temprations. 

 Anſ.” Chrift had ſuch offered outwardly, yer 
beloned. 

O6. But I am haled with luſts,now i impurelvſts, 


now couctous luſts, reuengefull luſts, and they 
B- 3. make 


0 Dauids (omfort 
make me weary of my life. So Paul, Row.7.Gal.5. 
yet beloued. What then is to be refolued vpon 2 
Surely, that neither things preſent, northings to 
comegſhaleuer ſeparate vs fromthe loue of God 
for no afflitions forfeit our Title. 

0b. Oh but mine be fins, paſltons, temptations. 
Anſ. Let them bee what they willdey if they 
be afflictions to vs; if they tire vs, wound vs,make 
vs cry to God, as teho/aphat did, when they pur- 
ſue vs, they weaken not our Title. Oh burthar 
the ſmart of them may do without the hatred of 
ſin : they may weary men becauſe painefull, nor 
becauſe finfull. They may; but marke, 1. theſe 
two be nat well oppoſed : oftenthe painefulneſs 
comes from the fintulneſle ; were they. norfinful, 
yee could brooke them well enough for their 
pleaſure andprofir. 2. if oppoſed, Paine in hy- 
_ pocrites only follovres fins committed. Thouart 
diſtreſſed before hand,and in great feare leſt thou 
thouldſt commit it, as Paul, Whoſhalldeliuerme | 
from the bodic of death ?. 2, great {innes are 
painefull onely, ifnorbing bur paincbee heeded. 
Thouart troubled with the firſt motions,a whole 
bodie of finne. 3. finne is only, painefull tothe 
vnſanQtified . Thou art troubled, as much for 
want of faith, louc*tmmilitic, : thankefulneſle, as 
for the ouerflowing of fiane., 4- patne makes 
one howle, bur not to God, ar leaſt inthe firſt 
place But ſinne driues a Dauidfirſtto God, then 
to men zends in prayer,& notin chafing as, 
nd 


And is it thus with thee 2 either condemne Da- 
#;d, or ſay, a man may be crofledin wife, childe, 
houſe, goods, friends, kinfmen, all ttnce; ray 
hazzarded'in 1115 life, tempred in his ſoule; trou- 
blediin his conſcience, plunged into a ſea of miſe- 
ries, and yet be deare to God, # bleſſed man, a 


otorious Chriſtian. witnefle David, + 


In:the next place, they: thinke and ſpeake of Dott. 


ſtoning Dania, Sce our nature ; In croſſes wee 
are apt to {1yc 'vpon men, rather than to 'fall 
down and humble ourfeJues before God. Thus, 
were the Ifraelites croſſed 2 they murmute at 
Moſes, 2vdthey will ſtone him. Want they wa- 
ter ? ſtone Moſes. Want they meate * ſtone 
Moſes. Andthus the King of 1fracl at Samaria, 
hab for Eliah, oc. Nay wee ſeethis diſeaſe 
too ſtrong in Saints: Sarah, inthe 16. of Geneſis, 
Aſa &c. 

.. Reaſ. 1. Thereaſon is cleere : firſt , wee ſtoope 
+ notto'God, becauſe wee are naturally emptic of 
Faith:: wee cannot ſce him , wanting an eye thats 
ſpirituall : wee will not, becauſe wee expe no 
helpe from him; and it' is Faith that makes vs - 
fhnbpe Bang. © 710156 DET eh Ren 

2 Wee chafeatmian, becauſe proude ; and 
therefore . frerfull and complayning : 2. guile- 
full, and therefore rather tranſlate than confeſſe 
our faults ; like children, that will rather quarrell 
with feruants for complayning,than themſclues 
for offending. 

Vo V ſe 1. 
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I2 Dauids comfort 

ſe x. Feare this diſtemper in nature , and 
watch which way our hearts arc working in the 
day of afflition . Valeſſe the crofle bee verie 
immediate, our hearts breake out towards men 
ratherthan God , and wee ſooner fret, chafe, 
threaten,curſe,than confeſle,pray,ſubmir: & this 
is a fearefull ſinne, beware of it. And now lets 
not ſpeake in the language of the wicked, Tis 
long of Did, therefore ſtone him: tis long of 
Corne-maſters who hold-in corne, that theres 
ſuch ſcarcitie, therefore downe with them : tis 
long of Incloſers, therefore. downe withthem : 
cis long of hard Land-lords,and therefore down 
with them ;long of Merchants that tranſport : 
tis long of ſome mens pride, others waſtfulneſle, 
others wantonneſle; and ſo grow bitter againſt 
others : Bur ſay, tis long of mee and my fathers 
houſe ; my finnes haue encreaſed wrath vpon If- 
rael ;I haue beene proude, wanton, waſtcfull,a- 
buſed plenty, murmured &c. I haue tinned the 
{innes of athess, in that I haueſpoken of them 
with more delight than gricfc , in that I haue not 


. wept for them, ſtood in the gap ; otherwiſe God 


would neuer beate anothers finnes on my backe. 
Thus lets doe, fretat our owne finnes, befoole 
our ſclues ;and not onely ſo, but.in ſtcadof cha- 
fiing at men, caſt downe our ſclues before God, 
ſce the rod, and God appointing ic : that done, 
qc toGodas David doth, goeby faith, poe in 


the workes of repentance, goe for counſaile; lye. 
at 


at his foote,ſaying, Lord wee yeeld,wee. yeeld : 
if thou wilt haue vs poore, wee will be poore; if 
thou wilt have our goods, houſes, habitations, 
here weare ,and we refigne that which wee haue 
forfeiteda thouſand times : This the onely re- 
medy theres left vs. We muſt not ſpend our time 
in inueighing againſt others, bur in accufing our 
ſclues : wee muſt not imbitter our hearts, by 
dwellingypon the inftruments,but humble them 
by looking vp to God, and huſh them by a free 
ſubmiſfion of our ſelues. Fretting doth but en- 
creaſe our miſcrie,ſubiction and yeeldanceonly 
eaſethvs , and therefore ſay as they,Lamer. 3. 
2 2.==-40. | 
2 Comfort,ifſtormes doe notbreed thiſtles 
and nettles in ourground -: Comfort, ifcrofles do 
not draw paſsiens, oathes, curſes, repinings, ray- 
lings, but prayers, confeſsions 8:c.from vs. O 
tis well when being let bloud, our veynes ſend 
out that which is pure, not now that which is 
blacke,poy ſoned: This argues a good conftituti- 
on,yea the finger of God for croffes of them- 
ſclues are not ſo much as purgatiue, much lefle 
alteratiue : Tis grace that changes our complexi- 
on,andtis as good a figne when crotles take well, 
as when the Word doth. If then wee finde that 
ourcroſles ſend vs homeward , ſet vs againſt our 
finnes, make vs cry out, becauſe wee can forgiue 
no more,beare no more,becauſe wee bee ſo full 
of wrath , paſsion &c. _ bleſſe God for this 
| Cure 2 
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_ cure : fornature chafes,moralitic bites it in ; on- 


ly ſanQitie makes ſinne odious, ſtirres vp deſires 
of grace, puls downe fleſh,ſets vp Godin Chriſt; 
in ſhort, improues the croſle. © 
© Followeth, Their ſoules are bitter for their chil. 
aren :{o the childes miſerie is the parents bitter- 
neſſe : Tis gall and wormwood to a parentto ſee 
hisſonnes anddaughters deliuered to miſcrie. 

Keaf. If there be grace inthe parent, then the 
parent ſees his owne finae in the childes ſmart : 
It grieues a good man to ſee a beaſt, aſtranger 
bleed for him, much more hischilde. 

2 [fbutnature, yet nature is. ſtrong in wor- 
king, that hath ſo mingled fathers and children, 


that.in one both are ſ{inicten ; both bleed and 


ſmart, both liuc and dye rogether. | 


Pe i. For vngratefullchildren: Think of this, 


your ſorrowes are your: parents ſorrowes , your 


ſhame theirs, your paine theirs, your loſle theirs; 


and if you louenot your ſelues, loue-your pa- 
refits : kill not them by your wickednefle, fill 


not their ſoules with gall who-haue fed you with 


mulke, 
- Yſe2. Againſt thoſe that robbe and ſpoile,op- 


preſle, defraud and beggar yongue and old, the 
mother and the childe vpon her « Ohtis a feare- 
full fin to ruine houſes and townes, to lay whole 


families on heapes, to ſet father, mother, ſonne, 
daughter all on weeping ; the crye of ſo 'mapie 
will lurcly to heauen, the ſmart of ſo many will 


dceply - 


deeply imbitter ; when children ſhall crye to pz- 
rents for bread andthey haveit not , when they 
ſhallcall for portions and they haue none , for 


_ Coates and they haue none, food and money and 


they haue none, when they ſþall looke one way - 
on the miſeries of their children, another way on 
the vniuſtice,” vamercifulnefle, oppreſſion of 
Land-lords, of Creditors, and ſee themſelues 
and theirs for cuer betrayed to miſergthrough 
the defaulrof others; Oh this fills the heart with 
many a bitter thought, the mouth with many a 
bitter curſe; the father curſes, the mother curſes, 
the ſonne curſes, rhe daughter curſes;they lye at 
God,andgiue him no reſt till hee renenge them 
ypon ſuch hurtfull perſons : and that God that 
would not hauc a bird] killed trom her yohgue, 


will beare theſe curſes, and maketheearth , and 


ſtones, and walls of mens houſes,and lands to 


 fecle them : Oh then doe nor robbe, kill, cruſh 


mens ſonnes and daughters, this will worke- bit- 
terneſle in others, to'vs, toours. 

Yſe 3. For inſtruction to vs all : Is it ſo bitter 
to ſee our children in miſery , captiuity ? then 
meetethe Lord before ſentence goes forth , leſt 
our ſoules be made bitter forour ſons and daugh- 
ters : ſhouldthe Lord ſend the ſword amonglt vs 
ro our Ziklags, and wee ſhould ſee our daughters 
rTauiſhed, our ſonnes burchered before our eyes, 
would notthis bee bitrer? Should wee ſee ones 
leggeoff, a ſeconds arme,a thirds head,a fourth 
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crying to vs, hanging on vs, would not this bee 
bicrer 2 ſhould wee ſee the Amalckites in our 
land, ourchildren carried away for ſlaucs, would 
' not this be bitter 2 ſhould our children fall in the 
ſtreets for bread, dye for thirſt, they ready to cat 
vpvs, weready tochop them to the pot, would 
not this bee bitter ? Oh how could our eycs be- 
hold theſe things, how could onr foules digeſt 
ſo great bitternefſe 2 Oh lets now preuent this, 
that we may never ſecor feele it : Tell mee nor, 
theres no danger zthe Word of Godis agaiuſt 
vs; moſt of rhoſe finnes which haue brought. 
Captiuitie, Sword, Famine vpon others, are 

amongſt ys : wee fee the Lord hath begunne 
already,and our brethren haue begunto vs in this 
bitter cup. O the bitter lamentations in Germa- 
nie; fathers, mothers weeping for their ſonnes 
that bee not : Oily England, looke to it that wee 
drinke not vp the dregges ; Oh that thou 
wouldſt faſt and mourne in publicke,; Oh that 
you would each in priuate. Here each man- 
wept bitterly -for his ſonnes and:daughters,but 
it was too late, they were gone + Nay, twas not 
200 late , though gone, teares will waft them 
home againe : thoſe teares that will recouer chil- 
dren, will continue children; therefore cach man 
for himſelfe , for his ſonnes,weepe apart, pray, 
faſt, mourne, wiucs apart, husbands apart, chil- 
drenapart; ſtand before the Lord as /zboſbaphat 
did with your little ones, and fay,Qh Lord ſpare 
Our 
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ourZiklags, our houſes, our ſons, our daugh- 
ters, ſparethem from the ſword, fromv famine, 
from peſtilence , from miſery : and who 
knowes but that the Lord may yct haue 
mercie £ | : 

He comforted himſelfe (or,ſtrengthened all is 
one) for the ioy of the Lord is ſtrong. 

Dod, The world is _— empty of com- 
forts but that comfort may be found in God: 
though there be ſomewhat a dearth. of comfort 
inthe carth, yet Gods houſe is cuer filled in 
heauen comfort is to bee had when none in 
carth, in God when none in creatures. Denzel, 
Daxid, Paul , thouſands would witnefle this if 
needefull | | 

The inſtance is plaine : when Dasid could not 
comfort himſelfe in his wiues, nor his children, 
net his goods, nor in any thing rages the Sunne, 
he could in ſomerhingaboue the Sunne, &c.And 
_ the Reaſon isat hand. ; F 

Reaſon, 1. Godisthe God of all conſola- 
tion, the Spring of comfort; it any water tis 
in the Sea, if any light tis inthe Sunne, ifapy 
comfort tis in God, here it reſts, there tis when 
no whercelſc. os 

2. Godis Al-ſufficient; therethe heart finds. 
euery want ſupplyed, cuery good thing lodged : 
if the diſcouragement grow from-wants, want 
of power, want of wiſcdome, of 'comfort,of 
belpe, there the kearreceinesanſers in God 


3 
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there is enough; there tis to bee had, and that 
freely. As Godis Al-ſufficientto furniſh vs with 
all neceſſaries, ſo infinite in power, wiſedome, 
goodneſle, to helpe vs againſtall cuils , feared 
or felt. If our diſcouragement grow from euils 
feared, looke vpto him and he can preuent all, as 
you ſee in Dawid and Efters ſtory, and Paul : Da- 


' aid wasneere to killing when Saul was now rea- 


die to chopypon him ; the Church in Efer was 
at a low ebbe, when the lot wascaſt ; Pev/, when 
forty had vowed his death ; Peter,when the next 
day he muſt dye, and but one night, houre, ſtep 
betweene death and him, yet reſcued. 

2. If afflitions haue onertaken vs and dif- 
couraged vs, looke vp againe, and ſee how eafily 


the Lord can take them off: this weeke Dauid 


hath neither wife, nor childe, nor corne, nor 


cartell, and by the next he hath his owne,and 
a great deale more: this yeare you- ſee hee is. 
worſe than hought for wealth, thenexta King; 


yea Peter cantell you, that impriſonment may 
be for a night, delineranceere morning; Davids 
heauinefle may be your gueſtthis night, ioy to 
morrow, P/a/.30. 


3- If afflitions bee long and ſtrong, and 


thence diſcouragement, looke vp againe and 


you ſhall finde, rhatiafter two dayes God will 


reutueyou; 'and you ſhall liue in his fight. Hee 
can heale old wounds in a ſhort ſpace; as in the 
captinuy,' inthe man inthe Goſpell; and deepe 

wounds 
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wounds with a little tent. When Dazidis broken 
all to pieces, his cſtateto pieces, his houſhold, his 
army, his heart (they had wepr cill wearie of 
weeping) Loe intwo or three dayes he can make 
ypallagaine. EY 

4 Ifatflitions bee moſt bitter, and ſtinging, 

andlaſting to our end, and therefore diſcourage- 

ment; looke vp,and ſee, and God can ouer-top 

all theſe ſorrowes with comfort, and ſweeten the 

bittereſt cup : why hee hath more conſolations 

than there bee afflitions : as one abounds ſo the 6 
other. Hee hath ſtronger conſolations than affli- 

ions, hee can make a Daxzd forthe preſent ſay 

P[al.94.19.and for the time paſt, Tis good I haye © 

beene afflicted; and for the future, Thou wilt bee prune 13; 

my guidetothe death, and ſo receiue mee to glo- ; 

rie: yea hee can make a Peter {leepe in irons, 

a Pawl (ing in dungeons, a Martyr reioyce in 4#12.616 
ſufferings, Heb.10. Why then: it in God may 
euer bee found that which wilt anſwer our 
wants, ſupply all our griefes, theres-comfort ſtill 
_ tobehad. DO 

Y ſe. Now then (Brethren) .is not this God 

worth the having? You cannoralwaics haue come 
fort in wealth, comfort inhealth, comfort-in 
rieighbors, in children, in wiucs, theſe be nor al- 
waics : theſe, whilethey be, doe ſometime mini- 
ſter matter of griefe ; yea, ſometime their life 8& 
preſence doth diſcourage: bur-in IE nov a is OE 
conſtant peace, conſtantcomfort, and joy to bee ©? ** 
| found ;_ 
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a 


found , He is conftantly 00d, great, erue; &c. 
Oh ger him ; how eucr you doe,pet him,and you 


| Haueall; come what will come, he changes nor, 
his comforts are ſure; neuer ceaſe ſeeking , beg- 


Sing, hearing , conferring , till his Image bee ſer 


'vpon you, and your hearts affured of his louc. 


You haue ſeenethe comforts of the world, you 
ſec how all ciſternes faile you , goeto the foun-. 
eaine; in the word of God, in the houſe of God, 
in the fauonr of God, you ſhall haue comfort, in 
his light you ſhall ſce light, when others nothing 
but darkenefle round about. Oh then,thou that 
fitteſt in darkeneſle, in the darkenefle of tempra- 
tion, inthe darkeneſle of finne, in the darkeneſle 
of afflition, darkeneſſe of pouertie, debt ; thou 
that ſeeſt nolight, none within thee, none with- 
Out thee, none in thy ſaule, noneinthy migde, 
none in thine eſtate, friends, &c. ariſe, put on 
beautie, come into the light, ſtand vp from 
the dead, (dead comforts , dead companions , 
_ workes ) and the Lon Þ ſhallgiue thee 

C. 

2 For Saints: why doe not they chide them- 
lelues,as Dexid did, and call ypon themſclues for 
comfort 7 Surely , Toy is comely ; and it is their 
part to reloyce in God. 

06, Oh but how can weein ſad times, inthe 


-middeft of ſorrow 2 


4»/. How didthe Apoſtles? they reioyced in 
the ſtocks. F NOLeY 5 
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,” Os. True in caſe of perſecution » but how 
ſhould we in afflition 7 
- Anſ. How doth Dawia?? he had loſt wife,child, 
all, ycrhee'comforts himſelfe ; in what 2. when 
all was gone 2 in God, in him was all ; & ſo long 
as God ſtood to him, all ſtaide with him, 
Ob. Bur what if finne haue haled afflitions on 
VSC® - bets 
Anſ. Daxid was not cleere, yet in God is com- 
fort then 5 comfort, becauſe hee is gracious and 
ready to pardon. 
Ob, Yea, but what if the miſeric be common, 
not particular and perſonall | 
An Such was Davids, yet hee comforts him- 
ſelfe. Why God can heale a Towne as ſooneas 
a man; a Shireas ſoone as a Towne ;a Kingdome 
as ſoone asa Shire, 
06. Yea, but whar if ones caſe be deſperate 2 
' Hnſc So was Denids to mens iudgements : 
houſes burnt,goods gone, the enemie was gotten 
into poſſeſſion, and yer De#id comforts himſclfe 
in God. Andintruth, ther's no mans caſe, eſtate, 
ſoule, deſperate to God: if weewere nothing, 
hee could make vs ſomething; if worſe than no- 
thing, he could repaire vs. | 
Ob. Yea, but what if nothing left £ 
_ Axſ. Yet if God left, all iswell, all is in him, 
all power, all wiſedome, all weakh,comfort,&c. 
Ob. But the times are exceeding hard. 
Axſ. But God isas _—_ rich ascucr ; hea- 
ucn 
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uen as full, grace and-comfort as cheape. 

O6. But when pouertie pinches,necde preſſes: 
what comfort then & | 

Anſ. Yes,the confolations of God are ſtrong:- 
thoſe crofles that ſeemeto ſwallow you, ſball be 
very ſufferable, if zou fliye to him. Oh then flye 
to him by faith, ſay as Hob.w/t. Though the Figge- 
zree, &c. yet will, 7 retoyce inthe Lord, Flye by 
Prayer ; and. one faithfull Prayer will ſhake off 
theſe yokes. as cafi ly as Sampſon did his bonds. 
Flye to the Word, & ſome Tychiews will comfort 
your hearts,as.S.Paw/ ſaith. Some one promiſe or 
other will ſettle you beyond expeRation. 

O6. Oh but what if God himſelte be aterror, 
not acomfort ? | | 

Axfſ. The word ſpeaketh bloud not peace; yet 
reconcile thy felte to God,caſt out finne, caſt thy- 
ſelfe vpon his mercie: ſay, [fany, mercie or com- 
fort inthe world, tis in God: ;_ therefore to him 
lle goe, there Ile lye at his gate, though hee kill 
me, [le truſt in him. 

Ob, But what if-I haue done ſo, and yet finde- 
nocomfort ? | 

Anſ. Waite, hearken, forthe Lord will fpeake- 


' peaceto his, &c. Hethattruſted/in him neuer was. 


aſhamed. Heare then-thou that lookeſt into thy - 
barne,and:ther's no comfort, corne is gone; into- 
thy. purſe, ther's no. comfart, mony is gone; into 
thy cupboard; ther's nocomforr, bread -is gone , 
vatothy children, ther's no comfort, thy _ 
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fieſhand bone is gone, intothy heart, and ther's 
' no comfort, hope andioy isgone ; - vatothy 
friends and land , and behold darkenefle and for- 
row, Eſa 5, the laſt verſe. yet lookevpwardto 
heauen, there comfort growes ; to Chriſt, ther's 
- comfort treaſured ; to God, and there the foun- 
taine isas full as eucr; conclude, God ismine,and 
therefore comfort is mine ; hee is comfort with- 
Out bread, without friends, withour life, 
Next, Dauia conſults with God intime of di- 
ſtreile. ng SEO 1+ 3-228 
Do#?. Wee muſt not ſpend time'in whyning, 
frerting, mufing 3 burwee muſt conſult ,, and 
caſt whats beſt ro be done : The people doe the 


one, Dauid the other. So /acob, Gen.gt.i. So Exed.ro.7. 
the Egyptians to Pharaoh : the Philiſtims in Se- 1 Sam.6,2. 


mnctl : And Ephraims folly is herein taxed, that 
hee would ftand fill at the birth, Ho/. 13.13. 
Bur I preſſe not this; onely for Vic thus 

much. | 
Vſe. Weare inDazsias ſtraight (ina ſenſe:) the 
people weep till they can weep no more, their 
ſoulcs be bitter for ſannes anddaughters, yea too 
many ſpcake almoſt of ſtoning tuery | Dewd, 
whom they conceiueto bee an occafion of their 
miſcry : Whar muſt wee doc ?: ſurely Dewtd is a 
good patterne ; 1. he comforts himſelfe in God, 
ſo muſt we, elſe our wits bee not our owne, nor 
graces, Wee can neither ſpeake to God nor man , 
diſcouragement robbes-a man of all: 2. Deerd 
D a goes 
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goes to Gods ordinances, Gods word, Gods 
mouth , askes Gods aduice; ſo muſt wee, heare 
what God faith, what he calls for ; and hee calls 
for more faſting , ſubmiſhon; calls vs from our 
feaſts, faſhions, laces, &c. 3. Dauid forthwith 
executes what God ſpeakes, ſo muſt wee; you 
haue beene told that this expence in feaſting, in 
building, in houſhold-ſtuffe, bravery for your 
ſelucs and children, abule of plenty would beg- 
gar you ; beleceue it now, confeſſe, amend it : and 
wetellyou now, you muſt toope that are poore, 
you muſt helpethararerich, doe- it, &c, Butif 
wee ſhould now, it were too late. No;,God-can 
fetch Ziklag againe when ris gone, if ſought vnto: 
Bur what may beedone ? You haue heard (Belo- 
ued) tis not in vain to ſeckto God:2.ſeek to God 
with teares, faftings, out with your firs, downe 
with your hearts, yeeld, yeeld; and acknowledge 
abuſe of plentie : 3. vie policie,and prouide as 
Dauidadid ; worke, the maine defeCt is from want 
of: worke :-tis.in vaine to ſpeake of bringing 
downe markets vnleſſe rhere bee employment. 
Were barley at two ſhillings,” if men haue not 
worke tis alt one : therefore you poore bee wil- 
liag to worke for bread; you rich ſtudy to finde 
worke; tis impoſſible ro employ all: thusdo,;you 
that hauemoney doe not out of feares) hoard it, 
produce, employ ir, and bring not certaine miſ- 
chicfes vpon vncertaine fearcs : 2. you that haue 
wool hcmp,&c.now-etit out,&c.z.youthathaue 
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land,lonetillage ; men may diſcourſe, bnt with- 
out tillage ſuch a land as this cannot ſtand : loue 
houſe-keeping,; tis better keepe men as ſeruants, 
rather than as rogues, as maſters : 4.you tha 
haue meanes withour land, helpe to {owe the 
land that this year will lye vatilled and vnſowne, 
without helpe, and make ſome bargaine with 
poor men,&c.Why but there is not employment 
for halfe. Yeragaine: Why but theres no mony,. 
theres little. Yet there might be more, if pride in 
lace, plate, &c.might downe, if vabelicfe did not 
beare the keyes of. their coffers that haue manie 
houſes. Suppoſe there were lefle mony, pay men - 
in corne, bread, cloth,&c. Bur theres no worke : . 
No, looke to your fields , were ditches ſcoured, 
mariſhes drained, lands ploughed in many fields, 
it would quite coſt: looke to your high wayes.all 
the poore in the Countrey bee ſcarce enow to ga- 
ther and lay ſtones in them for ſome weekes, &c. 
Burt we haue not to pay them. I anſwer once for 
all, better keepe them working than-begging and 
wandring : kept they muſt be, andif they catcha 

haunt of idling and roguing, theyle bee paſt all ' 

ſhame, all worke, all thrift. all grace, and we ſhall. 
all rue it: Therfore if you know better means, vie 
them, and ſet your wits on worke that ſomething - 

may bedone, &c. 
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